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Liturgical Colour: Green 

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Please prepare by praying a prayer found on page 308 in the LSB 

hymnbook and have an Order of Service Booklet. 

 

Hymns (LSB): 692   531   609   816 

Introit (read together): Psalm 26 
1Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have walked in my integrity, and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering. 
2Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and my mind. 
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in your faithfulness. 
4I do not sit with men of falsehood, nor do I consort with hypocrites. 
5I hate the assembly of evildoers, and I will not sit with the wicked. 
6I wash my hands in innocence and go around your altar, O Lord, 
7proclaiming thanksgiving aloud, and telling all your wondrous deeds. 
8O Lord, I love the habitation of your house and the place where your glory dwells. 
9Do not sweep my soul away with sinners, nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 
10in whose hands are evil devices, and whose right hands are full of bribes. 
11But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity; redeem me, and be gracious to me. 
12My foot stands on level ground; in the great assembly I will bless the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Gradual     

Fear the Lord, you his saints, 

 for those who fear him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

 but the Lord delivers him out of them all. 

 

Collect (prayed together): Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 

redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15–21 
15O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, 

and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake I bear reproach. 
16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy 

and the delight of my heart, or I am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts. 
17I did not sit in the company of revellers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, for you had 

filled me with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? 

Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail? 
19Therefore thus says the Lord: 

“If you return, I will restore you, and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall be as my mouth. 

They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. 
20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail 

August 30, 2026 – Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Verse of the Day  

Alleluia. Whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. Alleluia. – 

Matthew 16:25 
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over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the Lord. 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the 

wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 

 

The Second Reading: Romans 12:9–21 
9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one another with brotherly affection. 

Outdo one another in showing honour. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in 

hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show 

hospitality. 
14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those 

who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. 
17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honourable in the sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it 

depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it 

is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if 

he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 16:21-28 
21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the 

elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and 

began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to 

Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, 

but on the things of man.” 

 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 

and follow me. 25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return for 

his life? 27For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each 

person according to what he has done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death 

until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 

Article: Undeserved Grace 

In Exodus, the Israelites faced hardships under Egyptian rule, subjected to relentless brick-making and demanding 

fieldwork. The Egyptians aimed to wear them down physically and mentally, causing the Israelites to cry out in 

suffering.  

Their cries reached God, who heard their groaning. This led Him to call Moses to lead them out of bondage. God 

promised to be with Moses and teach him what to speak, giving him a staff to perform signs.  

As Moses approached the Israelites, Egyptians, and Pharaoh, he confidently spoke God’s Word and performed signs 

with his staff. He struck the Nile, turning it into blood; God then told him to stretch his staff again, bringing frogs 

into Egypt. When Moses struck the ground, gnats appeared. Moses stretched his staff skyward, and God sent 

thunder, hail, and fire. Later, he summoned an east wind to bring locusts and grasshoppers. After these plagues, 

Moses raised his staff over the Red Sea, which split open for the Israelites to cross safely. 

As a brief aside, it is important to observe that the plagues inflicted upon Pharaoh and the false gods of the Egyptians 

were designed to demonstrate the falsehood and impotence of these Egyptian gods. The counterfeit Egyptian god of 

the Nile River, Nilus, was incapable of reversing the transformation of blood into water. The false Egyptian god of 

the earth, Seb, was powerless to eliminate the dust gnats. The false Egyptian gods of the sky, Shu and Nat, were 

unable to halt the fire hail from the heavens, and so forth. Consequently, through the potent Word of God spoken by 

Moses and the remarkable miracles performed through Moses’ staff, the Israelites were liberated from severe 

slavery, arduous labour, and oppressive bitterness.  

You may expect the Israelites to feel incredibly grateful after their deliverance, but it’s important to remember that 

human nature can be quite fickle. After being freed from slavery, they camped at Rephidim, where there was no 

water. “The people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us 

up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” (Ex. 17:3). It’s understandable to some 

extent—water is essential for life, but we see that the people didn’t just complain—they grumbled. 

It’s common for us to call out to God when challenges arise, asking for help to escape a tricky situation, for 

blessings, or for relief from hardships. Yet sometimes, when things don’t turn out as we hoped, we grumble and 

forget God’s kindness and faithfulness. For example, the Israelites’ prayers for help were answered, but shortly after, 



at Rephidim, they began to complain as if Moses and God had led them to a dead end. It’s easy to forget the 

powerful plagues, miracles, and the oppression of slavery from which they had been rescued.  

When I think of the Israelites, I see myself. Who hasn’t grumbled and forgotten God’s gifts? We sometimes 

complain when things don’t meet our exact expectations—thanking God for a crop but grumbling because the yield 

hasn’t reached our expectations, or the price isn’t as good as we had hoped or praising Him for finding a job but 

grumbling about the dress code. We thank God for church funds but complain if we have to give more.  

 Let’s hit even closer to home. We gather in church and, at the beginning of the service, hear in the absolution that 

we are baptised, claimed, and forgiven in Christ. Yet 10 minutes later, we mumble and complain if we have to sing a 

hymn with more than a few verses meant to bless us with the same assurance. If it’s a lengthy hymn, we act as if 

every verse were a long curse we have to sing. Furthermore, through the life, death, and resurrection of Christ Jesus, 

you and I have been rescued from hell, the wrath of God, and death itself. Yet at the first sign of adversity in our 

lives—whether it is a lost job, a health problem, an attack from our enemies, or a financial hardship—we are quick 

to cry out, “God, have you left me? Do you not care for me? Have you left me here to die?” 

You see, the problem with Israel is the same problem with you and me; we are all plagued by impatient unbelief. 

Our faith is weak and easily irritated. It is as if we have amnesia; we quickly forget all the blessings God has given 

us. Like those Israelites, we forget God’s provisions and are quickly and easily given to grumbling, complaining, 

and even attacking God for not giving us what we want, when we want it, and how we want it.  

Remember Moses’ staff? What should God have done to the Israelites for their unbelief, grumbling, and quarrels 

against Moses? They were so agitated that Moses thought he was going to die and believed they would stone him. I 

wouldn’t have blamed God or Moses if Moses had struck them with that staff. Just as he used it to bring plagues on 

Egypt, he could have used it to smite them all to death.   

As we think about our impatient unbelief and our grumbling as Christians, I am so ashamed of myself. We have 

been given so many gifts. The Lord has given us daily bread. He has forgiven us for our sins. He has protected us 

from the Evil One. And yet, at the first sign of struggle, pain, or adversity, I don’t trust, but I question God, and I 

even complain, “Why, God, have you brought me into this predicament? Have you left me here to suffer alone? Do 

you not care about me?” 

God could justly choose to punish us, just as He did the Egyptians, but He chooses kindness instead. Instead of 

Moses striking Israel, he was told to strike a rock, and water flowed for those who doubted and complained. 

Similarly, God could rightfully condemn us for our impatient unbelief, but He doesn’t. Instead, He showed His love 

by striking His only Son on the cross, so His blood could flow for people like us who sometimes doubt and 

complain. 

That staff of Moses didn’t wield the wrath they deserved but instead struck the rock to provide for the people in a 

way they didn’t deserve. The same holds true for us. We’re often unworthy of the grace God has graciously given us 

through our baptisms, and we certainly don’t earn the grace He offers in holy absolution. Yet, He provides it to us 

because our loving God is overflowing with mercy and abundant in love. Not only did He save us, but He also 

continually sustains us through our grumbling and complaints, symbolised by striking Christ on the cross so His 

blood can be poured out for you and me (1 Cor. 10:1-4).  

God is merciful and full of grace. He wisely chooses not to give us what we deserve, and instead, generously offers 

us what we don’t. Through Christ, we receive forgiveness, reassurance, and strength to carry us through our whole 

lives. It’s truly a gift that keeps giving, guiding us until the very end.  

 

Children’s Address:  

Do you like going away on holidays, or even just a trip in the car? When you go, are 

you afraid that you will get lost on your way? If you are going somewhere you haven’t 

been to, do you wonder what it will be like? It’s pretty difficult to get lost today! Most 

cars and phones have maps that show you where to go. One day, Jesus sat down to talk 

with His disciples about a trip they were about to take. He “began to show His 

disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and 

chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised” (Matthew 

16:21). 

What do you think about that kind of a trip? Sure doesn’t sound like a holiday! Certainly no trip to the beach! Would 

you be afraid? The disciples were. “Peter took [Jesus] aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘Far be it from You, 

Lord! This shall never happen to You’ ” (v 22). Peter didn’t want to go on that trip to Jerusalem if that’s what was 

going to happen, and he didn’t want Jesus to go either. 



But Jesus said that He had to go, because going to die on the cross was the only way He could save Peter and his 

friends and us from our sins. Jesus wanted His friends to go along on this trip so that they could see what would 

happen. And they didn’t have to be afraid, because Jesus would always be with them—even though He was going to 

die. He’d rise again, so He would still keep them safe. The disciples really, really needed to see Jesus die and rise, 

because Jesus wanted them to tell all their other friends that Jesus did just that—and tell them that because Jesus 

died and rose for us all, we never need to be afraid wherever He takes us. 

Dear Jesus, help me never to be afraid, remembering that You are always with me to guide and direct me. Amen.  

 

If you wish to view, download, or print copies of anything in the bulletin from online, either the 

Sermon, Prayer, Children’s Address, Article, or the Bulletin please visit the AELC Website at 

www.aelc.org.au/resources/  

 

Sunday of the Church Year: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

God’s plan for His people is deliverance and redemption. Wicked persecutors and ruthless naysayers will not prevail against those 

who remain steadfast in God’s Word. These are the ones who, by God, would be equipped to love, rejoice, contribute, bless, and 

live! All His goodness trounces evil and its deception. Jesus prevails against wicked men, carries the cross, endures rage, bleeds, 

and dies! All this He does because He loves, blesses, delivers, and redeems His people. 

 
Upcoming Service Times 

September 6 
Fifteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

10:00am Aubigny Lay Reading 

8:30am Oakey Lay Reading 

9:00am Greenwood Lay Reading  

9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading  

9:00am Marburg Preaching 

Readings: 

Ezekiel 33:7-9 

Romans 13:1-10 

Matthew 18:1-20 

Hymns: 725, 820, 703, 805 
Liturgical Colour: 

Green 

September 13 
Sixteenth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

10:00am Toowoomba HC Parish Mission Day Service 

*Please provide something for a shared lunch. The day’s 

offering will be marked for mission purposes to be decided on 

the day.  

Readings: 

Isaiah 62:1-7 

Romans 10:11-17 

Luke 24-44-53 

Hymns: 830, 839, 838, 537, 622, 821 
Liturgical Colour: 

White 

September 20 
Seventeenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

9:30am Aubigny Lay Reading 

8:30am Oakey Holy Communion 

10:15am Greenwood Holy Communion  

9:00am Toowoomba Preaching 

9:00am Marburg Lay Reading 

Readings: 

Isaiah 55:6-9 

Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 

Matthew 20:1-16 

Hymns: 745, 738, 770, 608, 623, 785 Liturgical Colour: 

Green 

Announcements 
www.aelc.org.au/whats-on 

Tuesday, 8 September, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey. Opening devotion: John. Matthew will lead the study.  

Wednesday, 9 September (NOTE THE DATE!), 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Marburg. Opening devotion: Narelle. 

Choose a Bible Verse from 1 Samuel 24-27. Item of Interest: Any greeting card.  

A parish meeting has been set for Sunday, September 13, to discuss future plans for Matthew’s call and ordination in 

late November, God willing. The schedule for the day will be a parish Mission Day HC service at Bethlehem 

Toowoomba, beginning at 10.00am, followed by a shared lunch and then the meeting.  

BIBLE STUDIES FOR SEPTEMBER: 

• Sunday, 6 September, after service at Marburg (Matthew to lead) 

• Wednesday, 16 September, 10.00am Lowood 

• Wednesday, 23 September, 7.30pm Greenwood 

• Friday, 25 September, 7.30pm Oakey & Aubigny at Oakey 

• Sunday, 27 September, 8.00am Toowoomba 
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Contact Information 
Contact AELC (Church Office) – contact@aelc.org.au  

Pastor Peter Ziebell – revpeterziebell@aelc.org.au  

Matthew Sippel – matthewsippel@aelc.org.au  

Child Safety Officer – childsafety@aelc.org.au   

Church Locations: For all church locations and their details throughout the AELC, please go 

to www.aelc.org.au/church-locations  

Online Giving: For online/electronic giving/offerings and for church bank details to set up a recurring direct debit, 

please go to www.aelc.org.au/online-giving 

 

ABOUT THE AELC 
The Australian Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) believes that the Holy Scriptures 

are the inspired, inerrant, infallible, and authoritative Word of God, and accordingly, 

believe that the Holy Scriptures are the sole source of what we believe, teach, and confess. 

We subscribe to The Book of Concord of 1580, The Word Shall Stand (1990) and The 

AELC Statement of Faith as correct expositions of Scripture, which address issues that 

have arisen throughout history by the Word of God. We continue to confess the teachings 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church wherever she is found and stand on Scripture alone 

as God’s Word to us. We teach the message of Christ crucified for sinners. We teach that 

salvation is by God’s grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone. 

 

Weekly Readings 
Sun., August 30 Ezekiel 30-32 | John 15 

Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation 

(2017) 

pp. 285 - 291, Nature of Baptism 

Questions 

297 - 307 

Mon., August 31 Ezekiel 33-34 | John 16 

Tues., September 1 Ezekiel 35-36 | John 17 

Wed., September 2 Ezekiel 37 -39 

Thurs., September 3 Ezekiel 40 – 41 | John 18 

Fri., September 4 Ezekiel 40 - 41 | John 18 

Sat., September 5 Ezekiel 45 – 46 | John 19 
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