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AUSTRALIAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH (AELC) 
BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA, OUR SAVIOUR LOWOOD, ST JOHNS AUBIGNY,  

ST PAULS GREENWOOD, TRINITY MARBURG, TRINITY OAKEY 

www.aelc.org.au  

 
Liturgical Colour: Green 

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Please prepare by praying a prayer 

found on page 308 in the LSB hymnbook and have an Order of Service Booklet. 

 

Hymns (LSB): 575   645   516   (608   628)   587 

Introit (read together): Psalm 138 
1I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart;  

    before the gods I sing your praise; 
2I bow down toward your holy temple  

    and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, 

 for you have exalted above all things your name and your word. 
3On the day I called, you answered me; my strength of soul you increased. 
4All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O Lord, 

 for they have heard the words of your mouth, 
5and they shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord. 
6For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly,  

 but the haughty he knows from afar. 
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; 

you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, 

 and your right hand delivers me. 
8The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, 

endures forever.  Do not forsake the work of your hands.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The Gradual  

Fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing! Many are the 

afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all. 

August 23, 2026 – Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Verse of the Day  

Alleluia. You are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household 

of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 

himself being the cornerstone. Alleluia. – Ephesians 2:19b–20 
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Collect (prayed together): Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, 

grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life that 

we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ and steadfastly walk in the way 

that leads to life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The First Reading: Isaiah 51:1–6 
1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 

 you who seek the Lord: 

look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

 and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2Look to Abraham your father 

 and to Sarah who bore you; 

for he was but one when I called him, 

 that I might bless him and multiply him. 
3For the Lord comforts Zion; 

 he comforts all her waste places 

and makes her wilderness like Eden, 

 her desert like the garden of the Lord; 

joy and gladness will be found in her, 

 thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4“Give attention to me, my people, 

 and give ear to me, my nation; 

for a law will go out from me, 

 and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5My righteousness draws near, 

 my salvation has gone out, 

 and my arms will judge the peoples; 

the coastlands hope for me, 

 and for my arm they wait. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

 and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens vanish like smoke, 

 the earth will wear out like a garment, 

 and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; 

but my salvation will be forever, 

 and my righteousness will never be dismayed.” 
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The Second Reading: Romans 11:33-12:8 

 33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

 or who has been his counsellor?” 
35“Or who has given a gift to him 

 that he might be repaid?” 
36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 

Amen. 

 1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 

worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 

your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 

and acceptable and perfect. 

 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 

himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 

according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we 

have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, 5so we, 

though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
6Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if 

prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, 

in his teaching; 8the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, 

in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with 

cheerfulness. 

 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 16:13-20 
13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the 

Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to 

them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, 

the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 

Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is 

in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, 

and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he strictly charged 

the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
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Article: I am Baptised. 

So far this year, I have had the privilege of baptising 10 children into the kingdom 

of God. 

When you think about your baptism, do you think about it in the past tense or in the 

present tense? That is to say, if someone asked you, “Are you baptised?” would you 

answer, “Yes, I was baptised,” or would you say, “Yes, I am baptised”?   

Now, this may seem like a small grammar detail — a technicality that only English 

teachers would care about. But don’t dismiss this as irrelevant or nitpicky theology. 

This is vitally important.  There is a common tendency to speak about baptism in 

the past tense. Perhaps that is because we do not baptise Christians repeatedly. That 

is to say, there is only one baptism in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. One baptism. That’s it. Unlike the Lord’s Supper, which we receive 

regularly, baptism is administered only once. And because we baptise people only 

once, we often speak of baptism as something that happened in the past — “I was 

baptised on such a date in such a year.”  Now, while it is not wrong to refer to your 

baptism in the past tense, there’s a danger when we do.  

If baptism is just a past event, then we can end up putting baptism on the shelf, 

never to be looked at again. If it is just a past event, well… we can then treat baptism 

like an old photograph — something sentimental but no longer relevant. May God 

spare us from turning baptism into an old spiritual relic or a powerless tradition! 

Occasionally, I receive phone calls from people outside our church seeking to have 

their children baptised. Perhaps years ago, they had a family member who was once 

part of one of our congregations. When I receive such a call, the first thing I 

generally ask is, “Sure, I’ll perform the baptism, but let’s talk about it a bit more.” 

Now, when I say that we should talk about it a bit more, people tend to get 

uncomfortable. But my goal isn’t to push them away. My goal is to help them hear 

what Jesus says about baptism in Matthew 28. In Matthew chapter 28, Jesus says, 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you” (v. 19-20). 

Did you catch that? Jesus connects baptism with ongoing teaching. He doesn’t just 

say “baptise” — He says “baptise and teach.” That is to say, both are essential in 

making disciples.  

And so, when I speak to such people about baptising their children, I ask them 

plainly: “After we baptise your child, are you going to make sure the child is taught 

the Christian faith? Are you going to bring them to church? To Sunday School? 

Will they hear Jesus’ Word week after week?” 

If someone wants their child baptised, that is good, right, and salutary. However, if 

they want their child baptised into Christ without wanting the teachings of Christ, 

then we have a serious problem. 
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Jesus says that disciples are made by both baptising and teaching. Both are 

necessary. But if someone only wants baptism and has no intention of bringing their 

child to be taught — if they intend to baptise and then disappear — then it’s nothing 

more than a “sprinkle and scram” mentality. It’s a wet-the-head-and-forget-the-rest 

spirituality. It treats baptism like religious hocus pocus. A magic trick. A ritual for 

the photo album. They are treating baptism as nothing more than a tradition.  

This is spiritual deadbeat parenting. It’s being present for the baptism and then 

spiritually neglecting and starving the child afterwards. It misunderstands what 

baptism is and what it’s for.  

Baptism is not a superstition. It’s not a lucky charm. It’s not a cultural tradition. It’s 

not something we do just because that is what grandma expects. Baptism is not 

about tradition, “getting done” — it’s about Jesus. It’s about being united with 

Christ in His death and resurrection. It’s about becoming a new creation. It’s about 

being given a new identity — becoming a child of God. 

Baptism is not a past-tense event. It is a present-tense reality. You don’t just look 

back on your baptism as something that happened. You live in your baptism every 

single day. That is to say, you wake up each day in your baptism. You face 

temptation in your baptism. You fight the devil in your baptism. You stand before 

the accusations of the world in your baptism. 

So again, when someone asks, “Are you baptised?” the answer is not, “I was 

baptised.” The answer is, “I am baptised.”  

Baptism is who you are. It is your identity. It is your present status before God. You 

are the baptised!  

Furthermore, hear the bold news about your baptism into Christ: it is unshakable. It 

does not change. It does not fade. It does not expire. Baptism is not just an event on 

a certificate. It is God’s ongoing promise to you. In baptism, your sins are washed 

away. In baptism, you are buried with Christ and raised to new life. In baptism, the 

name of God — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — is branded upon you. You are 

marked as one redeemed by Christ the crucified, in your Holy Baptism.  

And so, it doesn’t matter what the world says about you. It doesn’t matter what the 

devil whispers in your ear. It doesn’t matter what your sinful flesh tells you. Those 

voices are lies. You have been marked. You have been named. You have been 

claimed by God Himself. Your identity is secure because God placed His name 

upon you in Holy Baptism.  

And so, when the devil accuses you, you say, “Satan, hear this proclamation: I am 

baptised into Christ.” When shame creeps in, you say, “I am baptised into Christ.” 

When your conscience condemns you, you say, “I am baptised into Christ.” When 

death looms, you say, “I am baptised into Christ.” 

Baptism clothes you in Christ’s righteousness. It covers all your sin. It is your 

comfort in life and in death. On the Last Day, when you stand before the judgment 
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seat of Christ, you will not stand in fear but in confidence. Not because of your good 

works or your spiritual achievements, but because you are baptised into Christ, 

clothed in His righteousness. 

 

Children’s Address:  

What do you know about caterpillars? A caterpillar starts out as an 

egg, and then it hatches, and feels its way and pretty much just tries 

to survive. They grow for a while, living their life crawling around in 

the dirt. Then they come to a point when they wrap themselves in a cocoon. They 

look pretty much dead. But not for long. The day finally comes when they change—

and they’re set free from looking dead. They emerge into a new life as butterflies. 

What would you say to a butterfly if he decided he didn’t want to be 

a butterfly after all, but he wanted his old life back as a caterpillar? 

Maybe you’d say, “Little butterfly, you’ve been transformed; you 

have a new life. You’ve been set free from crawling around in the 

dirt and being wrapped up like you were dead. Do you really want 

to go back to that old life? You’ve been given wings, and now you can fly!” 

You know, our lives at first are like that caterpillar. We’re all sinful, and sin is ugly, 

gross, like crawling in the dirt! We do lots of selfish things, just sort of trying to get 

along for ourselves. That’s the way this whole sinful world is too. And because 

we’re sinful, we’re all going to die. We’re going to be wrapped up in a grave like 

that caterpillar in a cocoon. 

But you know, Jesus died and was put in a tomb, dead, and He came out—alive 

again, beautiful, like a butterfly. And in our Second Reading today from Romans, 

Paul reminds us that because Jesus died and rose, we have also been given new, 

beautiful life, even though we’re going to die. In fact, one day after we die, we’ll 

rise again to live in heaven—beautiful new life, like a beautiful butterfly. 

So then, Paul says, when you have a new beautiful life like that, you don’t want to 

live like this sinful world, like crawling in the dirt, do you? Of course not! God has 

transformed you into a new life. So you’re going to live the way God wants you 

to—loving others, not being selfish, not like the world, in the dirt, but like heaven! 

Thank you, Jesus!  

Dear Jesus, just like You, one day we shall be laid in the grave, but then will rise 

again to new life to be with You forever! Amen.  

 

If you wish to view, download, or print copies of anything in the 

bulletin from online, either the Sermon, Prayer, Children’s Address, 

Article, or the Bulletin please visit the AELC Website at 

www.aelc.org.au/resources/ 

http://www.aelc.org.au/resources/
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Sunday of the Church Year: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

The counsels of God are permanent—impeccable exhortations from His mind, His will, His heart, 

and His actions in Christ. Everything that proceeds from God’s wisdom is congruent. Barren 

wombs are filled with offspring. Desolate wastelands are restored. God’s Word resurrects what 

once was decimated. These astonishing interventions transform our lives so that we may 

unconditionally invest our sanctified bodies, minds, and gifts all to the glory of God! 

Upcoming Service Times 
August 30 

Fourteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

10:00am Oakey AELC Preaching 

Service (led by Student Matthew) 
*Please provide something for a shared lunch and 

place your offering in envelopes marked back to 

your own congregation. Loose offering will go to 

the Seminary Committee.   

Readings: Jeremiah 

15:15-21; Romans 12:9-

21; Matthew 16:21-28 

Hymns: 692, 531, 609, 

816 Liturgical 

Colour: Green 

September 6 

Fifteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

8:30am Oakey Lay Reading 

9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading 

9:00am Greenwood Lay Reading 

9:30am Aubigny Lay Reading 

9:00am Marburg Preaching (MS) 

Readings: Ezekiel 33:7-

9; Romans 13:1-10; 

Matthew 18:1-20 

Hymns: 725, 820, 703, 

805 Liturgical 

Colour: Green 

September 

13  

Sixteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

10:00am Toowoomba Holy Communion 

Parish Mission Day Service and Parish 

Meeting 
*Please provide something for a shared lunch. The 

day’s offering will be marked for mission purposes to 

be decided on the day. 

Readings: Isaiah 62:1-7; 

Romans 10:11-17; Luke 

24-44-53 

Hymns: 830, 839, 838, 

537, 622, 821 Liturgical 

Colour: White 

Announcements 
www.aelc.org.au/whats-on 

Pastor will be away from August 24 – September 7. During this time, contact your 

elders if there are any issues.  

Saturday August 29. 6pm. Young Adults & Youth (YAY) at Toowoomba. Please 

bring along your Bible, hymn book, and a plate to share. Any questions, please 

contact Matthew. 

A parish meeting has been set for Sunday, September 13, to discuss future plans 

for Matthew’s call and ordination in late November, God willing. The schedule for 

the day will be a parish Mission Day HC service at Bethlehem Toowoomba, 

beginning at 10.00am, followed by a shared lunch and then the meeting.  

Bible Studies: Friday, August 28. 7:30pm. Combined Aubigny & Oakey Bible 

Study, at St Johns Aubigny.  

http://www.aelc.org.au/whats-on


Page 8 

 

Contact Information 
Contact AELC (Church Office) – contact@aelc.org.au  

Pastor Peter Ziebell – revpeterziebell@aelc.org.au  

Matthew Sippel – matthewsippel@aelc.org.au  

Child Safety Officer – childsafety@aelc.org.au   

Church Locations: For all church locations and their details throughout the 

AELC, please go to www.aelc.org.au/church-locations  

Online Giving: For online/electronic giving/offerings and for church bank details 

to set up a recurring direct debit, please go to www.aelc.org.au/online-giving 

 

ABOUT THE AELC 
The Australian Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) believes that the Holy 

Scriptures are the inspired, inerrant, infallible, and authoritative Word of God, and 

accordingly, believe that the Holy Scriptures are the sole source of what we believe, 

teach, and confess. We subscribe to The Book of Concord of 1580, The Word Shall 

Stand (1990) and The AELC Statement of Faith as correct expositions of Scripture, 

which address issues that have arisen throughout history by the 

Word of God. We continue to confess the teachings of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church wherever she is found and stand 

on Scripture alone as God’s Word to us. We teach the message of 

Christ crucified for sinners. We teach that salvation is by God’s 

grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone. 

 

Weekly Readings 
Sun., August 23 Ezekiel 14-15 | John 11 Luther’s Small 

Catechism with 

Explanation 

(2017) 

pp. 281 - 284, 

Means of Grace 

Questions 292 -

296 

Mon., August 24 Ezekiel 16-17 

Tues., August 25 Ezekiel 18-19 | John 12 

Wed., August 26 Ezekiel 20-21 

Thurs., August 27 Ezekiel 22-23 | John 13 

Fri., August 28 Ezekiel 24-26 

Sat., August 29 Ezekiel 27 – 29 | John 14 

 

mailto:contact@aelc.org.au
mailto:revpeterziebell@aelc.org.au
mailto:matthewsippel@aelc.org.au
mailto:childsafety@aelc.org.au
http://www.aelc.org.au/church-locations
http://www.aelc.org.au/online-giving

