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August 16, 2026 — Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgical Colour: Green
Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Please prepare by praying a prayer found on page 308 in the LSB
hymnbook and have an Order of Service Booklet.

Verse of the Day
Alleluia. The Lord builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel. He heals the broken hearted and
binds up their wounds. Alleluia. - Psalm 147:2-3

Hymns (LSB): 683 615 486 (613 617) 726

Introit (read together): Psalm 67

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us,
that your way may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!

The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us.

God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Gradual
Fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all.

Collect (prayed together): Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children many blessings even though
we are undeserving. In every trial and temptation grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving-kindness and
mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

The First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 68
'Thus says the Lord:
“Keep justice, and do righteousness,
for soon my salvation will come,
and my deliverance be revealed. . . .
6«And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,
to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,
and to be his servants,
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it,
and holds fast my covenant—
"these I will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.”
8The Lord God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares,
“I will gather yet others to him
besides those already gathered.”
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The Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32

1T ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a
member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. . . .

“Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry '*in
order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. *For if their rejection means the
reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? . . .

28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake
of their forefathers. *’For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *°Just as you were at one time disobedient
to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, *'so they too have now been disobedient in order
that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. **For God has consigned all to disobedience, that
he may have mercy on all.

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 15:21-28.

?1Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. *?And behold, a Canaanite woman from
that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed
by a demon.” #But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away,
for she is crying out after us.” **He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” »*But she
came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” *And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread
and throw it to the dogs.” ?’She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’
table.” 2®Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her
daughter was healed instantly.

Article: What to say at a funeral

I have attended and watched quite a few funerals online lately and have been thinking about them ever since. Why?
Let me explain.

Often, at funerals, we hear all about the deceased’s life in their obituary. I guess it’s a time for reflection on that
person’s life. It’s funny, though, because while the person is alive, not all things said or thought about him are good,
but once they die, the obituary never says anything bad about them! And I sometimes cringe when someone
presenting the obituary says something off-cut about that person that isn’t appropriate to say, especially if the funeral
is being held in the Lord’s house.

But what bothers me most is what pasfors say or don’t say at funerals. Christian funerals should be somewhat like
the one Jesus attended in Nain mentioned in Luke 7.

There, we find Jesus travelling to Nain with His disciples and a crowd. As they draw near, they encounter a funeral
procession; a man had died, leaving his mother alone. Jesus sees her grieving, approaches, and speaks to her gently.
What did He say?

Let us take a moment to consider what Jesus did not say. Jesus did not remark to the woman, “Here, now. I have
heard that your son was a good man. I heard that he was a good employee and a volunteer who assisted the needy. 1
have heard that he was talented in telling jokes and making others feel comfortable.”

Jesus did not say that. Perhaps He said, “Dear woman, don’t worry, God needed another angel. Your son is now
watching over you with a smile. Let’s celebrate his life instead of mourning. Focusing on his good qualities and
achievements keeps things light, as death makes people uncomfortable.”

No, Jesus did not say this either. So, what did our Lord say that day?

Jesus was filled with compassion, the kind that grips the gut. Being filled with compassion for the woman, this led

Him to touch the dead body and say, “Do not weep.... Young man, I say to you, arise” (Luke 7:13, 14).

And just like that, the dead son sat up and began to speak, and Jesus returned the son to the mother.

Let me be blunt. Pastors sin against their flocks, especially during funeral services when the focus is on the
deceased’s personality, qualities, or achievements. The pastor’s sin is grievous when his words target only the dead
person’s personal traits.

It may sound harsh, but making a funeral solely about the deceased is unkind. Since they are dead, their personality,
qualities, and achievements can’t change that. Remembering their traits is nice, but can’t revive them. Celebrating
their qualities may inspire pride, but won’t raise them. Highlighting achievements is impressive, but can’t pull them
out of the grave.

Does this mean that we shouldn’t mention the deceased at all in funerals?



Not at all. Early in my ministry, [ heard a family was upset after a funeral because Pastor Ziebell didn’t mention
their loved one (let’s call him Bob). I felt condemned until I checked the sermon, where I said Bob’s name over six
times. So, what was the issue?

The issue was merely that Bob was not afforded the central focus at the funeral or within the sermon. The words
articulated did not pertain to Bob, but rather to Jesus, who was and remains relevant for Bob.

So, to the point: at funerals, we do not talk about the deceased, for that does nothing to ease the sting of death.
Rather, we talk about Jesus, who conquers death for us and gives us everlasting life.

That day at Nain, Jesus told the woman, “Do not weep.” He did this not to be unsympathetic. No, with Christ, death
was not the end for her son, and death is not the end for us at our funerals as well.

At my funeral, if you outlive me, I kindly ask you to show compassion to my family. Then, please bury me and

say, “Peter Ziebell was a poor miserable sinner. But he is also someone Christ has redeemed, not with gold or silver,
but with His precious blood. Because Jesus lives, Peter Ziebell will be resurrected on the last day, free from sin and
blemish.”

Yes, I beg you: talk about Jesus. 1 am dust, but Jesus resurrects dust. My family’s comfort won’t come from my
memory but from Jesus’s work on my behalf.

You see, it is only Jesus and the promise of His resurrection that can and will do anything about death. And it is only
Jesus and His resurrection that grant comfort at funerals.

It just does not make sense for a pastor to spend an entire funeral talking about the deceased’s accomplishments
when He could spend the whole time talking about what Jesus accomplished on the deceased’s behalf.

Perhaps a fair concern at this point is this: is it wrong to remember a person’s personality, qualities, and
achievements? Absolutely not! We should pray that the Lord would bless their memory. But here is the point: this is
not the main focus of a funeral.

When that dead man encountered Jesus at Nain, Jesus was the One speaking, on centre stage, showing compassion
and giving hope to the woman. At every funeral, you need to hear from Jesus through His Word—about forgiveness,
His remembrance in the grave, His promise to resurrect the deceased and the baptised on the last day, and His
restoration of the dead to life and reunion with loved ones in Christ. Death can no longer separate you.

Just imagine how wonderful it will be on the Last Day when Jesus says, “/ say fo you, arise,” and the dead in Christ
rise from their graves to receive eternal life. We shall all be together in Jesus’ presence, celebrating with renewed
bodies while we rejoice that Jesus has conquered sin, death, and the devil. We’ll shout, laugh, jump, and giggle like
happy children, because Jesus has called us out of death, wiped away all our tears, and given us everlasting life—
together forever!

The story of Nain is a clear picture of our hope in the presence of death. And this hope needs to be shared at funerals
by pastors and heard by the grieving, not denied.

Children’s Address:

Do you have a dog? Likely, you’ve seen him beg at the table
while you eat. Dogs sit under the table, hoping for crumbs, and
sometimes stand on hind legs to beg. They’re smart enough to
keep begging until someone gives in. You probably give your
dog more than crumbs, maybe even food from your plate,
because you love him and want him to have the best.

In our Gospel Reading from Matthew 15, we learn about a
woman who was deeply concerned for her daughter, who was in

trouble and needed help. Seeing Jesus walking by, she

recognised His power to help her. The only challenge was that

she wasn’t part of Jesus’ usual crowd. She came from a place where many didn’t follow God, yet she believed. She
understood that she didn’t deserve Jesus’ help—that’s something we all can relate to because, as sinners, we don’t
earn His kindness. She saw herself like a dog who just hopes for a small crumb of Jesus’ help. Still, she was
confident that even a little bit of His power could save her daughter. She kept asking and wouldn’t give up, even
when it seemed Jesus wasn’t noticing her at first.

Well, Jesus noticed the woman and saw that she had faith in Him. And just as she believed, Jesus helped. Not just a
little bit; He gave her His very best and did everything she asked. Jesus healed her daughter immediately because He
loved her.



The woman’s story reminds us that we can always turn to Jesus for everything we need. We should never give up
praying to Jesus. He gives us the faith to believe in Him and to trust Him to provide all we need. He’ll never give us
crumbs. Jesus gives us His very best because He loves us so much. He helps us in times of trouble and, best of all,
makes us part of His family. He forgives all our sins and promises that everyone who believes in Him will live with
Him forever in heaven. And that’s the good stuff!

Thank you, Jesus, for the very best free gift of all — Yourself — for my salvation! Amen.
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If you wish to view, download, or print copies of anything in the bulletin from online, either the
Sermon, Prayer, Children’s Address, Article, or the Bulletin please visit the AELC Website at
www.aelc.org.au/resources/

Sunday of the Church Year: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
God s righteousness overflows with promise and hope. All those who believe and love the Lord will know unending joy in His
house of prayer. Israelites are still the chosen ones in the great lineage of prophets, priests, and kings. And yet, because they
deny the Gospel, rejecting Jesus, they will not inherit eternity. But Jesus patiently waits, eager to embrace everyone who turns
from disobedience and rebellion and cries out, “O Lord, have mercy.” And He does.

UPCOMING SERVICE TIMES

August 23 10:45am Aubigny Holy Communion
Thirteenth Sund, (7 . H
tr eelll’entelZZs:ly after | 8:30am Oakey Lay Reading Readings: Isaiah 51:1-6; Romans 11:33-12:8;

Matthew 16:13-20
Hymns: 575, 645, 516, (608, 628), 587

9:30am Greenwood Preaching
9:00am Toowoomba Holy Communion
9:00am Marburg Lay Reading

August 30
Fourteenth Sunday after Readings: Jeremiah 15:15-21; Romans 12:9-21;
Pentecost 10.00am Oakey Preaching AELC Service Matthew 16:21-28

Hymns: 692, 531, 609, 816

10:00am Aubigny Lay Reading

September 6 Fifteenth
Sunday after Pentecost

8:30am Oakey Lay Reading
9:00am Greenwood Lay Reading

Readings: Ezekiel 33:7-9; Romans 13:1-10;
Matthew 18:1-20
Hymns: 725, 820, 703, 805

9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading
_ 9:00am Marburg Lay Reading

ANNOUNCEMENTS

www.aelc.org.au/whats-on

Pastor will be away from August 24 — September 7. During this time, contact your elders if there are any issues.

Friday, August 21, 7pm, YAY (Young Adults & Youth) at Aubigny for Aubigny-Oakey-Greenwood. Hall open from
6:30pm. Please bring your Bible, hymn book, and a plate to share for supper. Any questions, please ask Matthew.

A parish meeting has been set for Sunday, September 13, to discuss future plans for Matthew’s call and ordination in
late November, God willing. The schedule for the day will be a parish HC service at Bethlehem Toowoomba, beginning

at 10.00am, followed by a shared lunch and then the meeting. Please remember to place your offering in envelopes
marked back to your own congregation.

BIBLE STUDIES FOR AUGUST

e  Wednesday, 19 August, 10.00am Lowood & 7.30pm Greenwood (Matthew will lead Greenwood)
¢ Sunday, 23 August, 8.00am Toowoomba
e Friday, 28 August, 7.30pm Oakey & Aubigny at Aubigny (Matthew to lead).



http://www.aelc.org.au/resources/
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Contact AELC (Church Office) — contact@aelc.org.au
Pastor Peter Ziebell — revpeterziebell@aelc.org.au
Matthew Sippel — matthewsippel@acelc.org.au
Child Safety Officer — childsafety(@aelc.org.au
Church Locations: For all church locations and their details throughout the AELC, please go
to www.aelc.org.au/church-locations
Online Giving: For online/electronic giving/offerings and for church bank details to set up a recurring direct debit,
please go to www.aelc.org.au/online-giving

ABOUT TIHE AELC
The Australian Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) believes that the Holy Scriptures are
the inspired, inerrant, infallible, and authoritative Word of God, and accordingly, believe
that the Holy Scriptures are the sole source of what we believe, teach, and confess. We
subscribe to The Book of Concord of 1580, The Word Shall Stand (1990) and The AELC
Statement of Faith as correct expositions of Scripture, which address issues that have arisen
throughout history by the Word of God. We continue to confess the teachings of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church wherever she is found and stand on Scripture alone as
God’s Word to us. We teach the message of Christ crucified for sinners. We teach that
salvation is by God’s grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone.

:
D .aelc.org. 'outube.com/@TheAELC
&y WWwaelc.org.au u youtube.com/@The

9 facebook.com/aelc.org.au @ instagram.com/aelc.org.au

WEEKLY READINGS

Sun., August 16 Amos 4-6
Mon., August 17 Amqs 79 Luther’s Small Catechism with
Tues., August 18 Ezekiel 1-2 | John 8 Explanation (2017)
Wed., August 19 Ezekiel 3-4 | John 9 pp. 274 - 280
Thurs., August 20 Ezekiel 5-7 Seventh Petition & Conclusion
Fri., August 21 Ezekiel 8-10 | John 10 Questions 285-291
Sat., August 22 Ezekiel 11-13
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