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August 2026 — Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgical Colour: Green

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Please prepare by praying a prayer found on page 308 in the LSB
hymnbook and have an Order of Service Booklet.

Verse of the Day
Alleluia. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” Alleluia. — Matthew
14:27

Hymns (LSB): 592 722 583 (554 628) 523

Introit (read together): Psalm 18:1-6

I love you, O Lord, my strength.

The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield,
and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.

I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my enemies.
The cords of death encompassed me; the torrents of destruction assailed me;

the cords of Sheol entangled me; the snares of death confronted me.

In my distress I called upon the Lord; to my God I cried for help.

From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his ears.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Gradual

Fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing!

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all.

Collect (prayed together): Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that we,
being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what You want done; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The First Reading: Job 38:4-18

*[The Lord said to Job:] “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have
understanding. Who determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it?

%0On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone, "when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of
God shouted for joy?

8¢Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb, *when I made clouds its garment and thick
darkness its swaddling band,

10and prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors, 'and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here
shall your proud waves be stayed’?

12“Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused the dawn to know its place, *that it might
take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked be shaken out of it? '“It is changed like clay under the seal, and its
features stand out like a garment.

SFrom the wicked their light is withheld, and their uplifted arm is broken. '*“Have you entered into the springs of
the sea, or walked in the recesses of the deep?

"Have the gates of death been revealed to you, or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? *Have you
comprehended the expanse of the earth? Declare, if you know all this.”


http://www.aelc.org.au/

The Second Reading: Romans 10:5-17

*Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall
live by them. “But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?””
(that is, to bring Christ down) “or “‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).
8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); *because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved. '°For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses
and is saved. '"For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” '?For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. '*For
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” '“But how are they to call on him in whom they have
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching? '*And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet
of those who preach the good news!” ®But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has
believed what he has heard from us?” ’So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 14:22-33

ZImmediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the
crowds. 2And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening
came, he was there alone, 2*but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the
wind was against them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. *But when the
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. >’But
immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” > And Peter answered him, “Lord, if
it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” *He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on
the water and came to Jesus. **But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord,
save me.” 3!Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why
did you doubt?”” **And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. **And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”

Article: Why Do Bad Things Happen To Good People?

It has been stated that there is no such thing as a stupid question. Regrettably, this statement is inaccurate. In life,
many questions posed are indeed stupid, which subsequently result in stupid responses. Perhaps the only thing more
undesirable than a stupid question is a question posed with arrogance.

For example, we often hear the question, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” On the surface, this question
seems sincere. However, if we examine it, we shall soon realise that it is not so much a question as a prideful protest.
Human pride often resents life’s misfortunes, causing murmuring and grumbling when bad things happen, whether
health issues, loss, hardship, or tragedy. We struggle to accept that “good” people can suffer undeservedly while
wrongdoers seemingly evade punishment. Our pride feels offended, believing we do not deserve such treatment,
echoing the question, “What did I do to deserve this?”

Our questions about why bad things happen to good people often stem from fear, which grows when we realise we
lack control. News outlets quickly assign motives—climate change, guns, racism, and hate—to find scapegoats,
because blaming something makes us feel in control. But facing real bad situations can reveal total helplessness,
which threatens our pride and triggers fear.

This is exactly what the Apostle Peter confronted. In his 1st Letter, he tells you and me to be content under God’s
strong hand when he says, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time
He may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:6-7). Peter is telling you
and me that we can live carefree before God because He is most careful with us. In other words, when we let our
prideful old Adam have its way—Ilike the world—we shall always be offended, ungrateful, and grumbling about
life’s misfortunes because when our prideful sinful nature has its way, we not only act as if there is no God, but we
also view ourselves as morally superior, deserving of all good things.

Furthermore, when we live like the world, with our inflated pride, we are easily given to fear when bad things come
our way. After all, if we act like God, it is easy to become fearful when our prideful thrones are threatened. Bluntly
stated, when we sit on top of our little kingdoms, we like to believe that we have all things under our control.
However, when the smallest of struggles come our way, not only does our prideful arrogance get offended, but we



quickly become fearful. We don’t want to fall from our prideful thrones to the bottom. We don’t want to have
cracked crowns. We don’t want to be out of control and vulnerable.

Peter gently reminds us that embracing humility under God’s mighty power is truly important. This kind of humility
doesn’t mean being shy or quiet; neither does it mean acting overly religious. Instead, it means recognising that we
are not God ourselves—understanding that we are beautifully placed under God’s mighty hand of power. Truly, this
humility is about knowing our place in the loving care of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.

This is why Christians differ from the world. The world does not see itself under God, but we do. Our Lord Jesus
Christ rescued us from darkness to Light to make us His own. We do not belong to sin, death, or the devil; we belong
to Jesus Christ. Living with pride as if there is no God is not who we are. We are not rulers defending our tiny
kingdom from the world’s threats by our own strength. If we were, it would be natural to protest, “Why do bad things
happen to me as a good king or queen?” or complain, “What did I do to deserve this?”” But we are neither good nor
powerful, so we need to remain under the mighty Christ.

We are under the almighty God, which makes a drastic difference. More specifically, because we are under King
Jesus, two realities emerge in spite of the old Adam’s pride and fear.

First, let’s remember that because we are under God’s caring hand, whether life brings us joys or challenges, Jesus
remains in control and showers us with goodness. His grace is always enough for every need, and His strength is at
its strongest when we feel weak. Think about the Apostle Paul for a moment. When Paul says, “I can do all things
through Christ, who gives me strength” (Phil. 4:13), he’s not suggesting that Jesus grants him unlimited power to
conquer the world. This isn’t just a catchy Christian sports slogan. Instead, Paul expresses that he is content to
handle whatever comes his way, whether in times of need or of abundance. Like Paul, we can face all
circumstances—good or bad—because we are protected under God’s mighty and loving hands. Whether we face
difficulties or hardships, nothing changes for us as believers, for we are safely held in Christ’s strong, tender, and
scarred hands. Christ is our source of strength, reassurance, and support through every season.

Second, because you and I belong under the mighty hand of God, not only does this allow us to bear the misfortunes
and calamities in life, but it also leads us to faith—not fear. All of our foolish worries, all of our nightly unrest, all of
our racing thoughts, belong to our prideful old Adam trying to manage fear and stay in control on the throne. Since
Christ has snatched us unto Himself and because we are now under the almighty hand of God, we have the gracious
invitation to cast every care upon Him. If there were not a God, or if we had a God who did not care for us, we
would be stuck hauling around our worries, burdens, and need for control throughout all the days of our lives.
However, because we are humbled under the Lord and because we have a caring God, all the cares and worries of
this present life, everything that bothers us, Christians, in its entirety, can be cast upon our heavenly Father.

And so, in humility and gratitude, we do not ask, “Why do bad things happen to good people?” but instead ask,
“Why do good things happen to bad people?” Furthermore, we ask, “What did I ever do to deserve Gods love,
favour, and redemption?” while knowing that suffering won’t last forever. Yes, by faith we know it won’t be long
before this generous God makes everything right for us. Our Lord gets the last word; He has good eternal plans for
us as we journey through this vale of tears.

Children’s Address:

Do you like going for a swim? If you like water and can swim, then I am
sure you do! But what if you don’t or you are a bad swimmer? Then, like
the girl in our picture, you can wear a life vest. Notice the smile on her
face? It doesn’t matter whether you can swim or not; if you wear a vest, it
will stop you from sinking to the bottom! Even if the water is deep, you
can’t sink if you are wearing a life vest. It keeps you safe, and you can
cool down in a pool or at the beach on holidays on a hot day!

In today’s Gospel reading from Matthew 14, we read about Peter walking
on water with Jesus. It was late at night when Peter saw Jesus coming
toward his boat, walking on the water! Peter wanted to be sure it was
really Jesus, so he said, “Ifits really you, Lord, tell me to come and walk
on the water with You.” Jesus said, “Come on in, Peter.” Peter bravely
jumped out of the boat and started walking on water with Jesus! Imagine
that! But soon, Peter looked at the big waves. He felt the wind blowing really hard, and he got scared! Peter started
to sink. He was going under the water when he cried out, “Jesus, save me!” Know what happened? Jesus reached
down to Peter and saved him. He even stopped the wind and waves and put Peter safely into the boat. Then Jesus




said to Peter, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” Peter had Jesus right beside him. Jesus had all the power to
keep him safe. You could say that Jesus was Peter’s life vest! Without this vest, Peter certainly would have drowned.
Jesus wants us all to remember that as long as we stay with Him, we’re safe, even when things get scary. He died on
the cross to take away our sin so we could be with Him forever. Because He wanted us with Him that much, we
know He’ll always protect us. So we look to Him instead of the things we’re afraid of. We do that by reading His
promises in the Bible and by praying to Him. And when we trust Jesus to keep us safe, He’ll hold us up like a life
vest and help us do amazing things for Him.

Dear Jesus, always keep me safe in this scary world. When 1 feel like I am sinking in my sins and doubts, lift me up
and keep me close to You! Amen.

If you wish to view, download, or print copies of anything in the bulletin from online, either the
Sermon, Prayer, Children’s Address, Article, or the Bulletin please visit the AELC Website at
www.aelc.org.au/resources/

Sunday of the Church Year: The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Only God comprehends creation’s orchestration. No mortal man can possibly grasp the full complexity of the
heavens and the earth. Human reason also cannot grasp Christ’s descent into hell, His rising from the tomb, nor His
ascension into heaven. Yet by faith, these very things are believed and confessed. Even when doubt assails us, we can
be bold to proclaim that Jesus is the Son of God.

UPCOMING SERVICE TIMES

August 16 9:30am Aubigny Lay Reading Readings: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8;
Twelfth Sunday after 8:30am Oakey Holy Communion Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-
Pentecost 10:15am Greenwood Holy Communion 32; Matthew 15:21-28

9:00am Toowoomba Preaching Hymns: 683, 615, 486, (613,
9:00am Lowood Lay Reading 617), 726

August 23

10:45am Aubigny Holy Communion Readings: Isaiah 51:1-6;

Thirteenth Sunday after | g.30,m Qakey Lay Reading Romans 11:33-12:8;
Pentecost 9:30am Greenwood Preaching Matthew 16:13-20

9:00am Toowoomba Holy Communion Hymns: 575, 645, 516, (608,

9:00am Marburg Lay Reading 628), 587

August 30 Readings: Jeremiah 15:15-21;

Fourteenth Sunday after ) ) Romans 12:9-21; Matthew
Pentecost 10.00am Oakey Preaching AELC Service 16:21-28

Hymns: 692, 531, 609, 816

ANNOUNCEMENTS
www.aelc.org.au/whats-on
Trinity Marburg will hold its half-yearly meeting after service today.
Tuesday, 11 August, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey. Opening devotion: John.

Saturday, 15 August, 6:00pm. Young Adults & Youth (YAY) for Toowoomba at Bethlehem Toowoomba. The hall
is open from 5:30pm. Please bring your Bible and a plate to share for supper.

BIBLE STUDIES FOR AUGUST
Wednesday, 19 August, 10.00am Lowood
Wednesday, 19 August, 7.30pm Greenwood

Sunday, 23 August, 8.00am Toowoomba
Friday, 28 August, 7.30pm Oakey & Aubigny at Aubigny.


http://www.aelc.org.au/resources/
http://www.aelc.org.au/whats-on
https://www.aelc.org.au/church-locations/bethlehem-toowoomba

CONTACT INFORMATION
Contact AELC (Church Office) — contact@aelc.org.au
Pastor Peter Ziebell — revpeterziebell@aelc.org.au

Matthew Sippel — matthewsippel@acelc.org.au
Child Safety Officer — childsafety(@aclc.org.au

Church Locations: For all church locations and their details throughout the AELC, please go
to www.aelc.org.au/church-locations

Online Giving: For online/electronic giving/offerings and for church bank details to set up a recurring direct debit,
please go to www.aelc.org.au/online-giving

ABOUT THE AELC

The Australian Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) believes that the Holy Scriptures
are the inspired, inerrant, infallible, and authoritative Word of God, and accordingly,
believe that the Holy Scriptures are the sole source of what we believe, teach, and
confess. We subscribe to The Book of Concord of 1580, The Word Shall Stand (1990)
and The AELC Statement of Faith as correct expositions of Scripture, which address
issues that have arisen throughout history by the Word of God. We continue to confess
the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church wherever she is found and stand on -
Scripture alone as God’s Word to us. We teach the message of Christ crucified for E]
sinners. We teach that salvation is by God’s grace alone, through faith alone in Christ

alone.
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WEEKLY READINGS

Sun., August 9 Judges 11-12. | John 4.

Mon., August 10 Judges 13-15. | John 5.

Tues., August 11 Judges 16-18. Luther’s Small Catechism with
Wed., August 12 Judges 19-21. Ex{v lanatio? (201 7)_ .
Thurs., August 13 Lamentations 1-2. | John 6. The Flﬁh.& Sixth Petition
Fri.,, August 14 Lamentations 3-5. Questions 276 -284

Sat., August 15 Amos 1-3. | John 7.
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