AUSTRALIAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH (AELC)
BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA, OUR SAVIOUR LOWOOD, ST JOHNS AUBIGNY,
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August 2, 2026 — Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgical Colour: Green
Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Please prepare by praying a prayer
found on page 308 in the LSB hymnbook and have an Order of Service Booklet.

Verse of the Day
Alleluia. Man ate of the bread of the angels; he sent them food in abundance.
Alleluia. — Psalm 78:25

Hymns (LSB): 592 642 648 (538 619) 818

Introit (read together): Psalm 136:1-9
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.
Give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever.
Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever;
to him who alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures forever;
to him who by understanding made the heavens,
for his steadfast love endures forever;
to him who spread out the earth above the waters,
for his steadfast love endures forever;
to him who made the great lights, for his steadfast love endures forever;
the sun to rule over the day, for his steadfast love endures forever;
the moon and stars to rule over the night, for his steadfast love endures forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Gradual

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.

To him be glory forever. Amen.

Collect (prayed together): Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your

goodness, still You provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your

Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your

benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
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our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

The First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-5
1“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;
and he who has no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
*Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.
3Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live;
and I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
“Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know,
and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, and of the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.”

The Second Reading: Romans 9:1-13

'T am speaking the truth in Christ—1I am not lying; my conscience bears me
witness in the Holy Spirit— that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my
heart. 3For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the
sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. “They are Israelites, and to
them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the
worship, and the promises. *To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race,
according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.

®But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are
descended from Israel belong to Israel, ’and not all are children of Abraham because
they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” ®This
means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the
children of the promise are counted as offspring. °For this is what the promise said:
“About this time next year I will return and Sarah shall have a son.” '°And not only
so0, but also when Rebecca had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac,
"though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order
that God’s purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of
his call— '2she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” *As it is written,
“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”
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The Gospel Reading: Matthew 14:13-21

Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], he withdrew from there in a boat
to a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on
foot from the towns. *When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had
compassion on them and healed their sick. ’Now when it was evening, the disciples
came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the
crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” '*But Jesus said,
“They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” "They said to him, “We
have only five loaves here and two fish.” '®And he said, “Bring them here to me.”
Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the
loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.
20And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the
broken pieces left over. 2! And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides
women and children.

Article: When It Matters Very Little What Others Think About You

Imagine a pastor and church acting like a politician and political party. They’d hire
marketers to survey the community, gather feedback, then craft strategies to appeal
to public opinion. The marketing team would advise on language to boost support
and develop a plan to result in community leaders’ approval. Ultimately, the church
would cater to popular wishes instead of needs, letting community opinion set the
agenda.

Reflecting on this, it’s clear that this isn’t how the pastor and church should ideally
function. Yet, often, both subconsciously fall into this trap. Many of us tend to think
of the church as operating like a democracy, with ultimate authority resting in the
hands of the people. Even more concerning is the belief that the church’s power

comes from external opinions, like those from outsiders or pagans. Perhaps most
troubling of all is the idea that the pastor’s personal views hold the sole authority
within the church.

Tragically, we have all seen fights in the church over the years, where various
groups fight for control of the church. The pastor says one thing, church members
say another, and then the pagan on the street says something else.

In 1 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul says that he really does not worry about what
anyone else thinks. He says, “/ Let a person regard us as servants of Christ and
stewards of God’s mysteries!? In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that
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a person should be found faithful. > However, with me it is a very small thing that I
should be judged by you or by a human court. Indeed, I do not even judge myself.
* I am not conscious of anything against myself, but this does not justify me. He who
Jjudges me is the Lord. ° Therefore, do not judge anything before the appointed time,
before the Lord comes! He will bring to light the things that are hidden in darkness
and will expose the plans in people’s hearts. Then each one will receive his praise
from God” (4:1-5).

Paul isn’t being arrogant or hateful; he simply considers everyone equal and
secondary to Christ. He answers to Jesus, not people, and cares little about others’
opinions because Jesus is the one who examines him.

As a church and as a pastor, we do not answer to mankind’s opinions, feelings, or
desires. Neither yours nor mine control Christ’s church, which is not a democracy
or subservient to the world. It is not a reed shaking in the wind or yielding to popular
opinions. As members of Christ’s church, we don’t wear soft robes or bow to the
world’s fickle desires. The Lord disregards our feelings and status in life; instead,
He desires His pastors and church to be faithful, not seeking human praise or
approval.

Now, does this mean we spit in the face of each other’s opinions? Do we kick the
dust off our feet and put our noses in the air towards worldly opinions, showing our
disgust and hostility? Heavens, no! Again, the Apostle Paul does not despise the
people of Corinth and is not advocating that Christians be rebellious and arrogant.
It is important to recognise that we may encounter pitfalls if we adopt one of two
extremes. The first occurs when we become overly boastful, under the mistaken
belief that we are superior to others around us; this attitude leads us astray.
Conversely, excessive reliance on worldly and manmade opinions also presents a
danger, placing us in a different form of error. Therefore, it is crucial to understand
that engaging in either of these behaviours indicates a lack of trust in Christ. To

clarify, whether we elevate ourselves through pride or submit to human judgments,
we fail to acknowledge Jesus as our Lord. When human, worldly judgments
dominate our decisions, or our ego dictates our actions, we cannot truly accept Jesus
as our Master.

But isn’t this how it often goes for us Christians? Don’t we easily drift into these
extremes of listening to that which is closest to us? Are we not prone to listen to
worldly manmade opinions and listen to ourselves because these voices are the
loudest in our lives?
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We are all guilty of this, which is why we need to remember the impact of Advent
and Christmas. In other words, if we had a distant god—a god off in the distance
who wasn’t really that involved in the world’s affairs—it would be easy to learn to
trust our own egos or get caught up in the world’s status-approval game. A distant
god is just that—distant. If we had a distant god, then it would make sense to trust
in ourselves or listen to the judgments of mortal humans.

However, God is not distant. Jesus has come to humanity and is not remote.
Through His incarnation, He has provided everything for us. He lived, died, and
was resurrected for our justification. He empathised with our weaknesses. He
proclaimed His Word so that we may hear it. He sanctified water to serve as a
generous cleansing of our sins. He established a Supper to fortify our faith. All of
these actions were undertaken so that we may place our trust in Him as our Lord,

without concern for our standing in popular opinion or the need to assess ourselves.
Pastors are to be servants of Christ—stewards of the Word and Sacraments. They
are to be faithful in delivering the goods of Jesus and not peddling the judgments
and opinions of mankind.

And parishioners are not in the church to gobble up whatever suits people’s fancies
or whatever the influential and mighty of the world judge to be good for a particular
time. Like pastors, parishioners too are to be faithful. Together, we are to be faithful
in giving and receiving the gifts of Jesus, for we have a God who has come to us to
be our Master—and we, His servants.

Because Jesus is our Master, it should matter very little what other people think
about us. Because Jesus is our Master, we don’t need their approval. And as a
church, it should matter very little to us what the world thinks of us and even less
where we rank in popular opinion here in our country. The reason is—the world
and even our own opinions are not our masters—Jesus is our Master. And as our
Master, Jesus has done all things well, so we need not compare, compete, doubt, or
fight. We already have everything we need in Christ Jesus, our Master.

Children’s Address:

Do you enjoy eating chocolate? Maybe you wish you

could have it every day. But have you ever wondered what

would happen if you ate chocolate all day long, every day?

Well, you're right to think that it probably wouldn't be

good for you! Eating too much chocolate could make you feel sick and might cause
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cavities in your teeth. It’s interesting how something you love so much can also
have a downside, isn’t it?

You know, eating healthy all the time can actually
make you feel even better! So, what’s the secret?
Fruits and vegetables! Do you enjoy all the vegetables
your mum puts on your plate? When [ was a kid, I only
; liked mashed potatoes—every other vegetable seemed
gross! But not anymore. These days, I think most vegetables are pretty tasty, and I
feel the same about fruit. If you had five dollars and could choose between buying
some chocolate or some fresh fruit and vegetables, what would you pick?

In our First Reading today from Isaiah, God says we so often want things that aren’t
good for us—that we even spend money for things that aren’t good for us. And not
just like chocolate. Things that are sinful and things that really can’t help us. We
waste our time—even money—on selfish things when we could be helping others,

or on fun when we should be hearing or reading God’s Word. But someday those
things won’t do us any good. Especially after we die.

God gives us the things that are good for us. He gives us Jesus, His Son, who died
for us on the cross. Because Jesus died on the cross, God gives us forgiveness. He
also gives us His Word so we know how good He is to us. And someday, He’ll even
give us eternal life in heaven—where we’ll always be healthy, do only good things,
and never die. And you know what? We don’t have to pay any money for those best
things. Jesus already paid for them when He died on that cross. What Jesus gives—
the best stuffl—we can enjoy all day, every day!

Dear God, thank You for all You have given me, but most of all, I thank You for
giving me the free gift of eternal life because of the completed work of Your Son,
Jesus, my Lord. Amen.

If you wish to view, download, or print copies of anything in the
bulletin from online, either the Sermon, Prayer, Children’s
Address, Article, or the Bulletin please visit the AELC Website at
www.aelc.org.au/resources/

O

®
Sunday of the Church Year: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

The Lord’s Word quenches thirst, satisfies hunger, and conveys an everlasting covenant
between God and His people. Israel is the rightful nation to receive God s adoption, glory,
covenant, worship, and promise. But their lineage is no guarantee! Only those who believe
the promise of Jesus are claimed by Him. So also every man, woman, and child who hears
His Word is completely satisfied with the truth, righteousness, and compassion of Christ.
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UPCOMING SERVICE TIMES

August 9 10:00am Aubigny Preaching (MS) Readings: Job 38:4-18;
Eleventh 8:30am Oakey Preaching (MS) Romans 10:5-17;
Sunday after | .30, Greenwood Lay Reading Matthew 14:22-33
Pentecost . Hymns: 448, 452, 447,
9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading (437, 531), 554

9:00am Marburg Holy Communion and | MARBURG: 592, 722,
583, 554, 628, 523

Baptism
August 16 9:30am Aubigny Lay Reading Readings: Isaiah 56:1, 6-
Twelfth Sunday | 8:30am Oakey Holy Communion 8; Romans 11:1-2a, 13-
after Pentecost | 10:15am Greenwood Holy Communion }g 221%'23;; Matthew
9:00am Toowoomba Preaching (MS) Hymns: 683, 615, 486,
9:00am Lowood Lay Reading (613,617), 726
August 23 | 10:45am Aubigny Holy Communion Readings: Isaiah 51:1-6;
Thirteenth 8:30am Oakey Lay Reading Romans 11:33-12-8:
Sunday after | 9.303m Greenwood Preaching (MS) Matthew 16:13-20

Pentecost

9:00am Toowoomba Holy Communion | Hymns: 575, 645, 516,
(608, 628), 587

9:00am Marburg Lay Reading
ANNOUNCEMENTS

www.aelc.org.au/whats-on

Wednesday, 5 August, 10:00am, Women’s Guild at Toowoomba. Opening
Devotion: Marlene. Choose a Bible Verse from 1st Samuel chapters 19-23. Item of
Interest: “F” Father’s Day Card.

Friday, 7 August, 7:00pm. YAY (Young Adults & Youth) at Aubigny for Aubigny-
Oakey-Greenwood. Hall open from 6:30pm. Please bring your Bible, hymn book,

and a plate to share for supper.
Saturday, 8 August, 1:00pm. Fellowship afternoon at Nola’s place. Please email

for more information. Please bring a plate to share for afternoon tea. All welcome.

Tuesday, 11 August, 7:30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey. Opening devotion: John.

Sunday August 9. Trinity Marburg will be holding their half-yearly meeting after
service next Sunday. There will be no after-service Bible Study this day.

BIBLE STUDIES FOR AUGUST

o  Wednesday, 19 August, 10:00am Lowood
e  Wednesday, 19 August, 7:30pm Greenwood

e Sunday, 23 August, 8:00am Toowoomba.
o Friday, 28 August, 7:30pm, Oakey and Aubigny combined at Aubigny.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Contact AELC (Church Office) — contact(@acelc.org.au
Pastor Peter Ziebell — revpeterziebell@aelc.org.au

Matthew Sippel — matthewsippel@aelc.org.au
Child Safety Officer — childsafety(@aelc.org.au

Church Locations: For all church locations and their details throughout the
AELC, please go to www.aelc.org.au/church-locations
Online Giving: For online/electronic giving/offerings and for church bank details
to set up a recurring direct debit, please go to www.aelc.org.au/online-giving

ABOUT THE AELC

The Australian Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) believes that the Holy
Scriptures are the inspired, inerrant, infallible, and authoritative Word of God, and
accordingly, believe that the Holy Scriptures are the sole source of what we believe,
teach, and confess. We subscribe to The Book of Concord of 1580, The Word Shall
Stand (1990) and The AELC Statement of Faith as correct expositions of Scripture,

which address issues that have arisen throughout history by the
Word of God. We continue to confess the teachings of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church wherever she is found and stand
on Scripture alone as God’s Word to us. We teach the message of
Christ crucified for sinners. We teach that salvation is by God’s

grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone.

O]

@% www.aele.org.au u youtube.com/@TheAELC

0 facebook.com/aelc.org.au @ instagram.com/aelc.org.au

WEEKLY READINGS

Sun., August 2| Psalms 143-145 | 2 Corinthians 13 Luther’s Small
Mon., August 3 | Psalms 146-147 | John 1 Catechism with
Tues., August 4 | Psalms 148-150 ExPé‘;)’}‘;”O”
Wed., August 5 Judges 1-3 | John 2 (2017)
pp- 258-263, The

Thurs., August 6 | Judges 4-6 Fourth Petition
Fri., August 7 Judges 7-8 | John 3 Questions 268-
Sat., August 8 Judges 9-10 275
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