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AUSTRALIAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH (AELC) 
BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA, OUR SAVIOUR LOWOOD, ST JOHNS AUBIGNY,  

ST PAULS GREENWOOD, TRINITY MARBURG, TRINITY OAKEY 

www.aelc.org.au  

 
Liturgical Colour: Green 

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Please prepare by praying a prayer 

found on page 308 in the LSB hymnbook and have an Order of Service Booklet. 

 

Hymns (LSB):   651  713  573  435  619  742  

Introit (read together): Psalm 125 

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion,  

 which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 

As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people,  

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

For the sceptre of wickedness shall not rest  

 on the land allotted to the righteous, 

lest the righteous stretch out their hands to do wrong. 

Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, 

 and to those who are upright in their hearts! 

But those who turn aside to their crooked ways 

 the Lord will lead away with evildoers! Peace be upon Israel!   

 

The Gradual     

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

 To him be glory forever. Amen. 

 

Collect (prayed together): Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of 

faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love 

what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

July 26, 2026 – Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Verse of the Day  

Alleluia. I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden 

since the foundation of the world. Alleluia. Matthew 13:35b 

http://www.aelc.org.au/
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The First Reading: Deuteronomy 7:6-9 
6“You are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you 

to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the 

face of the earth. 7It was not because you were more in number than any other people 

that the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all 

peoples, 8but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore 

to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed 

you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know 

therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and 

steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand 

generations.” 

 

The Second Reading: Romans 8:28-39 
28We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 

who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 

firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, 

and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also 

glorified. 

 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will 

he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge 

against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is 

the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 

God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 

nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:44-52 
44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a 

man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 

that field. 
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 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 
46who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought 

it. 

 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 

and gathered fish of every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down 

and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the 

close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 
50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. 

 51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And 

he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 

heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and 

what is old.” 

 

Article: How long?   

As part of our student Matthew’s classes, he recently finished his course with me, 

studying Pastoral Theology. For this class, we studied the book “Pastoral 

Theology,” authored by John H. C. Fritz (1874-1953). Fritz served as a parish pastor 

for over 20 years in the LCMS and became a professor of church history and 

pastoral theology at Concordia Seminary St. Louis for 33 years, 1920-1953. Fritz is 

perhaps best known for his Pastoral Theology. Originally published by Concordia 

Publishing House in 1932, it has been used to train generations of Lutheran pastors. 

Using C. F. W. Walther’s Amerikanisch-Lutherische Pastoraltheologie as the basis 

of his book, Fritz wished to produce a faithful pastoral theology in the English 

language and address topics that Walther did not, or only in passing, covered. 

Anyhow, Matthew will soon begin a class on homiletics, that is, sermon 

preparation. In his Pastoral Theology, Fritz lists the chief characteristics of a good 

sermon. The seventh characteristic is that the sermon cannot be too long. That’s 

sound advice. But what is too long? 

It has been said that Luther would preach for over an hour. If you read one of 

Walther’s sermons out loud, it will take you about forty minutes. Many years ago, 

when Vern Grieger taught me, I recall him saying that 20 minutes was plenty long 

enough.  

It has been said that the Sermon on the Mount was less than twelve minutes (Matt. 

5-7). Peter’s sermon at Pentecost was less than three minutes, and three thousand 

souls were saved (Acts 2). If Hebrews is a sermon, as some suggest, it would have 
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lasted about forty minutes. Acts 20 tells us Paul once preached for such an extended 

length that a young man fell out a window. 

The point is that sermons vary in length. Given this, here are some points to ponder 

about sermon length. 

The Text 

How long is the chosen text? How complex is the text? Some texts simply require 

more time for the preacher to explain, proclaim, and apply than others. For example, 

for the Third Sunday in Lent, Series B (we are in Series A this year), the First 

Reading is Exodus 20:1-17, the Ten Commandments. A sermon that expounds on 

each of the commandments would be of one length and probably quite long. A 

sermon that expounds the idea of loving God and loving neighbour would be of 

another length. A sermon on just one commandment would, most likely, be of 

shorter length. 

The Culture 

We live and work in an electronic communication culture. Most information is 

processed through a screen. Attention spans are short — just forty-five seconds 

when looking at a screen. Television shows provide us with a break every so often. 

Phones never give us a break.  

Shortened attention spans can greatly affect sermon length. A crucial question a 

preacher needs to ask is, “Are there enough captivating elements in my sermon to 

hold and recapture the hearer’s attention for ten, fifteen, or twenty minutes?”   

The Occasion 

Sometimes the occasion dictates the sermon length, such as at weddings or funerals. 

Midweek night service sermons tend to be shorter than those delivered on Sunday 

morning.  

The Audience 

Is the audience young or old? Are they mature Christians or catechumens? How 

tired or awake are they? When it comes to length, what is the audience used to, and 

what do they expect? A preacher would surely not, I hope, preach a full Sunday 

sermon as the children’s address. Again, funerals and weddings are often filled with 

unbelievers for whom a shorter sermon might be more easily received.  

Gifts as a Preacher 

Preachers need to know themselves and the kind of response they get from their 

hearers. Some preachers are so gifted that the hearers are held captive. Forty-five 

minutes to an hour can go by, and no one seems to notice. Other preachers struggle 

to make it through ten minutes. Preachers need to ask themselves, “What are my 
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gifts and abilities? How long can I hold the hearer’s attention? Ten minutes? Fifteen 

minutes? Twenty or twenty-five minutes or longer? Or do I just not have that gift?” 

What Do You Think? 

As preachers work the text and write the sermon, they must consider their own 

reaction to what they have created. Sometimes there are moments when the preacher 

has to say to himself, “This is beastly long. I have to cut this down.”  

Concluding Thoughts 

So, what’s too long? It is hard to say. There is no hard and fast rule for ensuring that 

a sermon isn’t too  

Luther once wrote, “Some plague the people with sermons that are too long, but 

listening is a tender matter, and [the listeners] soon become bored and tired of one 

thing… The office and sign of a good speaker is that he stops when people most 

want to hear and think he is just getting started. But if people are bored and 

unwilling to listen and would like him to stop and come to the end and conclusion, 

that is a bad sign. So also with a preacher. If one says, ‘I would have liked to have 

listened to him yet a while longer,’ that is good; but if one says, ‘He got started 

chattering and could never stop,’ that is a bad sign (Erlangen Ed., LIX, 222 f. 242). 

 

Children’s Address:  

Who knows what a superhero does? The 

most important thing a superhero does is 

help people who are in danger. Superheroes 

conquer evil. That means they don’t let bad 

people hurt anyone. Do you have a favourite 

superhero?  

I want to tell you about my favourite superhero. Actually, He’s not a superhero at 

all. He’s not some made-up superhero, but is real, not a character from comic books 

or TV or movies. He’s the Son of God Himself, Jesus Christ! From the Bible, we 

learn how Jesus conquered evil and saves us from danger. We have an enemy, the 

devil, who’s a real-life bad guy. He tries to keep us away from Jesus. We’re also in 

danger because of our sin. Sin is when we disobey God, like when we tell lies, don’t 

listen to our parents or teachers, fight with our friends or brothers and sisters, and 

all the things that get us into trouble. That’s not what God wants. Our sin puts us in 

danger because we deserve God’s punishment. And because there’s sin in the world, 

there are dangers all around us. But we don’t have to worry because Jesus conquered 

evil! Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment Himself for all our sins. And 
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Jesus is more powerful than death, so He rose again and promises that we shall live 

with Him safely in heaven forever. Because Jesus is alive, the devil can never hurt 

us. 

Jesus is our hero because He conquered evil for us. Even more than that, the Bible 

tells us that everyone who loves Jesus is a conqueror too. Romans 8 says, “We [that 

means you and me] are more than conquerors through [Jesus] who loved us” (v 37). 

Whenever bad things happen, when others treat us badly, or the devil tempts us to 

sin, we can conquer all that evil because we belong to Jesus. The Bible tells us that 

nothing can take us away from Jesus and that He will never stop loving us and 

helping us. Jesus is always working for us, so that even when there’s evil, He works 

good for us. We conquer evil by trusting in Jesus.  

Dear Jesus, thank You for conquering sin and death for me. In my baptism, You 

have made me Your own, have forgiven me all my sins, and given me everything I 

need to believe and trust in You. Amen.  
 

 

If you wish to view, download, or print copies of anything in the 

bulletin from online, either the Sermon, Prayer, Children’s 

Address, Article, or the Bulletin please visit the AELC Website at 

www.aelc.org.au/resources/  

 

 

Sunday of the Church Year: Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

The people of God are treasured possessions, chosen and loved for all eternity. God’s divine, 

amazing grace embraces the predestined, the justified, the glorified. God’s divine 

deliverance rescues from tribulation, persecution, danger, and death. Anything that would 

separate us from the love of God in Christ is rendered completely powerless! God’s people, 

made righteous by Him, will live forever as citizens in the kingdom of heaven. 

 

http://www.aelc.org.au/resources/
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Upcoming Service Times 
August 2 

Tenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

10:45am Aubigny Holy Communion, 

Baptism, and Lunch 

8:30am Oakey Lay Reading 

9:30am Greenwood Lay Reading  

9:00am Toowoomba Holy Communion 

9:00am Lowood Lay Reading 

Readings: Isaiah 55:1-5; 

Romans 9:1-13; Matthew 

14:13-21 

Hymns: 602, 642 (tune 

284 LH), 648, (538, 619), 

818.  

AUBIGNY: 592, 642 

(tune 284 LH), 648, 538, 

619, 818 

Liturgical 

Colour: Green 

August 9 

Eleventh 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

10:00am Aubigny Preaching (MS) 

8:30am Oakey Preaching (MS) 

9:30am Greenwood Lay Reading 

9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading  

9:00am Marburg Holy Communion 

(Baptism)  

Readings: Job 38:4-18, 

Romans 10:5-17, 

Matthew 14:22-33 

Hymns: 804, 722, 583, 

523 

MARBURG: 592, 722, 

583, 554, 628, 523 

Liturgical 

Colour: Green 

August 16 

Twelfth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

9:30am Aubigny Lay Reading 

8:30am Oakey Holy Communion 

10:15am Greenwood Holy Communion  

9:00am Toowoomba Preaching (MS) 

9:00am Lowood Lay Reading 

Readings: Isaiah 56:1, 6-

8, Romans 11:1-2a, 13-

15, 28-32, Matthew 

15:21-28 

Hymns: 683, 615, 486, 

(613, 617), 726 
Liturgical 

Colour: Green 

Announcements 
www.aelc.org.au/whats-on 

 

Saturday, August 1, 10:00am. CoC/Seminary Committee meeting at Marburg. 

Please bring any agenda items to the meeting through your congregational reps.  

Wednesday, August 5, 10:00am, Women’s Guild at Toowoomba. Opening 

Devotion: Marlene. Choose a Bible Verse from 1st Samuel chapters 19-23. Item of 

Interest: “F” Father’s Day Card. 

 

Bible Studies for July: 

• Friday, 31 July, 7:30pm Oak/Aub at Oakey.  

 

 

 

http://www.aelc.org.au/whats-on
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Contact Information 
Contact AELC (Church Office) – contact@aelc.org.au  

Pastor Peter Ziebell – revpeterziebell@aelc.org.au  

Matthew Sippel – matthewsippel@aelc.org.au  

Child Safety Officer – childsafety@aelc.org.au   

Church Locations: For all church locations and their details throughout the 

AELC, please go to www.aelc.org.au/church-locations  

Online Giving: For online/electronic giving/offerings and for church bank details 

to set up a recurring direct debit, please go to www.aelc.org.au/online-giving 

 

ABOUT THE AELC 
The Australian Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) believes that the Holy 

Scriptures are the inspired, inerrant, infallible, and authoritative Word of God, and 

accordingly, believe that the Holy Scriptures are the sole source of what we believe, 

teach, and confess. We subscribe to The Book of Concord of 1580, The Word Shall 

Stand (1990) and The AELC Statement of Faith as correct expositions of Scripture, 

which address issues that have arisen throughout history by the 

Word of God. We continue to confess the teachings of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church wherever she is found and stand 

on Scripture alone as God’s Word to us. We teach the message of 

Christ crucified for sinners. We teach that salvation is by God’s 

grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone. 

 

Weekly Readings 
Sun., July 26 Psalms 123-125 | 2 Corinthians 6 Luther’s Small 

Catechism with 

Explanation 

(2017) 

pp. 252 - 257,  

The Third Petition 

Questions 261-

267 

Mon., July 27 Psalms 126-128 | 2 Corinthians 7 

Tues., July 28 Psalms 129-131 | 2 Corinthians 8 

Wed., July 29 Psalms 132-134 | 2 Corinthians 9 

Thurs., July 30 Psalms 135-136 | 2 Corinthians 10 

Fri., July 31 Psalms 137-139 | 2 Corinthians 11 

Sat., August 1 Psalms 140-142 | 2 Corinthians 12 
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