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July 19, 2026 — Eight Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgical Colour: Green
Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Please prepare by praying a prayer found on page 308 in the LSB
hymnbook and have an Order of Service Booklet.

Verse of the Day
Alleluia. I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden
since the foundation of the world. Alleluia. — Matthew 13:35b

Hymns (LSB): 913, 772 (tune 855), 794, (761, 617), 924

Introit (read together): Psalm 119:57-64
SThe Lord is my portion;
I promise to keep your words.
8] entreat your favour with all my heart;
be gracious to me according to your promise.
¥When I think on my ways,
I turn my feet to your testimonies;
T hasten and do not delay
to keep your commandments.
%IThough the cords of the wicked ensnare me,
I do not forget your law.
02At midnight I rise to praise you,
because of your just and righteous decrees.
%] am a companion of all who fear you,
of those who keep your precepts.
%4The earth, O Lord, is full of your steadfast love;
teach me your statutes!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Gradual
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

Collect (prayed together): O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful
of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy
hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

The First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
“I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let him proclaim it.
Let him declare and set it before me,
since I appointed an ancient people.
Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.
8Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are my witnesses!
Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.”
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The Second Reading: Romans 8:18-27
8For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to
us. "°For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. **For the creation was subjected
to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope ?'that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. *?For we know that the whole creation
has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. >*And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? *But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

**Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. >’ And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who
sowed good seed in his field, 2*but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat
and went away. °So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. ?’And the servants of the
master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have
weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.” So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and
gather them?’ ’But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 3°Let both grow
together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” . . .

3*Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the
parable of the weeds of the field.” *"He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. *The field is
the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, *°and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil.
The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. ““Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire,
so will it be at the close of the age. *'The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all
causes of sin and all law-breakers, *?and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. **Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him
hear.”

Article: When naming the wolf makes you the problem

Have you ever encountered the phrase, “Those who point out the problem often become the problem™? In essence, the
troublemaker is often not the person who caused the issue but the one who dares to say, “There’s a problem here.”
That’s just how things go in a respectful community. For instance, if there’s a big pothole on the road near your home
and you reach out to the council to fix it, it's seen as “complaining.” If a restaurant’s food makes your family unwell
and you let them know, it’s called “stirring the pot.” And within the church, if you mention that you feel the preacher’s
teachings don’t align with God’s Word, you’re sometimes labelled as “being divisive.” This shows how society often
labels honest concerns in ways that can feel dismissive, but, truly, speaking up with care is important and valued.

In many cultures, especially those soaked in excessive politeness, the true wrongdoing isn’t in the issues like potholes,
spoiled food, or false teachings. Instead, it’s in bringing attention to these problems. Essentially, the person who
highlights the problem is seen as the one creating the issue.

In Matthew 7, Jesus Himself shatters this worldly logic when He tells us plainly, “Beware of false prophets, who come
to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognise them by their fruits” (7:15-16).
Notice that Jesus did not say, “Ignore the false prophets so that everyone can get along in the church,” or “It’s unkind
and unloving to point out bad fruit.” No, He says that we shall recognise - that we shall know false prophets by their
fruit. In other words, to know a false prophet is to find out, understand, and perceive who they are. In other words, to
name the bad fruit of a false prophet is not to create a false prophet—it is simply to identify what already exists.
False prophets aren’t limited to the Old Testament, like Hannaniah, whom we heard about a couple of Sundays ago
(Jer. 28). They aren’t only in cults; they exist today in churches worldwide. They preach from pulpits, write books,
record podcasts, and teach at conferences and seminaries. They wear sheep’s clothing, appear like faithful shepherds,
talk like Christians, smile, and shake hands. But beneath, they are wolves with sharp teeth.



Many Christians prefer not to know this because it disturbs comfort. Knowing there’s a wolf among the sheep makes
relaxing impossible, so they prefer ignorance to avoid discomfort and divisiveness. However, ease and ignorance are
not fruits of the Spirit; they invite ruin.

This is why it is so tragic when a faithful Christian who warns about a false prophet is accused of causing division.
But division does not begin when someone names the wolf. Division begins when the wolf enters the fold. Listen to
the Apostle Paul, who says, “Watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine
that you have been taught,; avoid them” (Rom. 16:17).

Notice: Paul does not say, “Watch out for those who notice divisions.” He says, “Watch out for those who cause
division.”

False prophets sow division from God’s Word. Warning about them defends the church, not divides it. Scolding a
watchman for alerting about false theology only empowers the wolf to harm more sheep.

All of this begs a question — if we are to beware of false prophets and know them by their fruit, we must ask: “What
is this bad fruit that Jesus tells us to look for? What exactly are we to recognise?”’

Jesus emphasises that false prophets are judged by their teachings, not just outward morals. Many live respectable
lives, but they misuse God’s truth by twisting it into lies, violating the Second Commandment. Bad doctrine inevitably
leads to poor practice.

Do not let this point escape you. Bad doctrine inevitably leads to poor practice. And bad practices, if left unchallenged,
will shape entire generations. The yeast of error from a false prophet, even in small amounts, works its way through
the whole lump. So what is sown in error now by false prophets, our children and grandchildren will need to clean up
tomorrow.

Make no mistake, the words of false prophets often sound sweet to the ear at first. It comes polished and pleasant,
wrapped in humour, kindness, or stories that tug at the heart. But beneath the sugar is poison.

Perhaps you’re thinking right now, “But we consider ourselves a confessional Lutheran church. We have a way to
review doctrinal issues. We have a faithful and well-trained pastor. Surely, we’re safe.”

Do not be deceived; false prophets ignore constitutions and doctrinal review boards. They can arise from pulpits,
graduate from seminaries, sit in pews, and teach Sunday School. While safety is with Christ, it’s like a fortress under
siege. The devil never sleeps, and the world’s relentless ideologies and circling wolves aim to devour the faithful with
false doctrines.

This is why we can never be a church of ease. If the AELC becomes a church at ease, we shall not survive fifty years.
A lazy, sleeping church will be easy prey for false prophets; it will not last. We must be sober-minded, alert, discerning,
and awake.

With all of this in mind, let’s get practical: How do we know the false prophets by their fruit? You can ask three
straightforward questions when you hear any religious teaching.

1. Is Christ even mentioned at all? 2. If Christ is mentioned, is He the leading actor - the centre of the theology that is
being taught? 3. If Christ is the centre of the theology, what is He doing? Is He bleeding, dying, and rising for the
forgiveness of your sins and the resurrection of your flesh?

If the answer is “no” to any of these, beware—chances are that you are dealing with a false prophet. You see, false
prophets will always coddle sin while teaching you to follow the desires of your heart. They will not point you outward
to Christ’s words of Law and Gospel or Christ’s gifts because Christ is not the centre of their theology — they are. The
rotten fruit of false prophets is Christless. It is man-centred. It does not focus on the power of Christ over sin and death
but instead peddles their empty pious thoughts.

We do not guard the Word of God to win petty arguments or to prove ourselves smarter than others. This isn’t about
ego or being right. Instead, we guard it because it is true, good, and beautiful. False prophets will come along and try
to take this from us. They won’t announce their intent but will say, “Let me help you find a deeper meaning,” or “Make
the church more relevant,” or “Reach more people if we adjust this teaching.” When this happens and bad fruit or
wolves are identified, we don’t criticise but say, “God be praised.” When bad fruit is judged and alarms are sounded,
it’s not divisiveness but Christian love in obedience to Christ.

Abide in the truth you have received; hold fast to sound doctrine that has been given to you, so that, though the wolves
may circle and the world rage, you may remain steadfast as Christ’s Church.



Children’s Address:
Do you have some old, worn-out things at home? Maybe you have some old shoes. Would
you prefer to have old, wom-out shoes or brand-new ones? Why? Or what about crayons or

colouring-in pencils? Maybe you have used them so much for colouring in that they are worn
down or have snapped in half. Would you like to keep using them or colour in with new ones?
Why?

Old, well-used and broken objects can remind us of how we sometimes feel. Sometimes
| we feel all worn out and beaten up like a pair of old shoes. And sometimes we feel broken
or snapped in half like crayons. We get sad or lonely, or maybe we just aren’t good enough
" to do what we want. The truth is, because of sin, we live in a broken world that falls short
y of what God created it to be. One day, even our bodies are going to wear out and die.
Remember how the Apostle Paul said in the Second Reading today that “the whole creation
has been groaning” and waits for things to get better (Rom. 8:22). [ know I do, and I’ll bet
you do too.

But I have good news! Jesus has come to save us from sin and from everything that’s broken in our lives and in this world.
He has suffered and died on a cross and risen from the dead so we can have something better! Better than a new pair of
shoes, and even better than a new box of crayons or pencils, Jesus forgives us all our sins and promises us a wonderful new
life with Him, not just on this earth, but in heaven, where we won’t wear out and die.

Jesus promises that He will come back to take us to heaven, but while we wait, He sent us a very special gift. It’s the gift
of His Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit helps us when we’re feeling all broken and worn out and when things go wrong. The
Holy Spirit gives us faith to trust Jesus to help us in all of our hard times. And the Holy Spirit gives us hope to look forward
to the day when we shall finally get to be with Jesus in heaven, where everything will be new and very good.

So when you’re feeling like an old pair of shoes or a broken crayon or pencil, pray and ask the Holy Spirit to help. Ask

o0

Him to help you remember that Jesus is with you to help you every day. And pray for patience as you wait

for the perfect home Jesus has prepared for you in heaven. Dear Holy Spirit, hear me pray as I ask you to
remind me of my Saviour Jesus, and all that He has done for me. I cannot wait to come home to be with You,
and Jesus, and my heavenly Father in heaven! Amen.

If you wish to view, download, or print copies of anything in the bulletin from online, either the Sermon, Prayer,
Childrens Address, Article, or the Bulletin please visit the AELC Website at www.aelc.org.au/resources/

Sunday of the Church Year: The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

The Lord of hosts is the indisputable Redeemer—there is no other! All creation awaits the revelation of the sons of God, who by
grace become God's adopted heirs. We are the redeemed, the hope-filled, the ones for whom the Spirit cries out that our weaknesses
may not devastate, suffocate, or strangle us. In Christ, we are forgiven and known as the children of His kingdom, because we
hear His Word and believe!

UPCOMING SERVICE TIMES

July 26 9:30am Aubigny Lay Reading
Ntntl}f:ttzgz_;)taﬁer 8:30am Oakey Holy Communion ) Readings: Deuteronomy 7:6-9; Romans
10:15am Greenwood Holy Communion 8:28-39; Matthew 13:44-52
9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading Hymns: 651, 713, 573, (435, 619), 742
9:00am Marburg Preaching (MS)
August 2 10:45am Aubigny Holy Communion (Baptism) Readings: Isaiah 55:1-5; Romans 9:1-13;
Tenth Sunday after 8:30am Oakey Lay Reading Matthew 14:13-21
e 9:30am Greenwood Lay Reading Ellygl;ngslzgéoz, 642 (tune 284 LH), 648, (538,
9:00am Toowoomba Holy Communion AUBIGNY: 592, 642 (tune 284 LH), 648,
9:00am Lowood Lay Reading 538,619,818
August 9 10:00am Aubigny Preaching (MS)
Eleventh Sunday after | 5:30am Oakey Preaching (MS? ?/;?}::wgsi 4133 _3383:4-18; Romans 10:5-17;
Pentecost 9:30am Greenwood Lay Readlpg Hymns: 804, 722, 583, 523
9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading MARBURG: 592, 722, 583, 554, 628, 523
9:00am Marburg Holy Communion (Baptism)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
www.aelc.org.au/whats-on
Meeting for Bethlehem Toowoomba: Today, a meeting will be held after service.

Saturday, August 1. 10:00am. CoC / Seminary Committee meeting at Marburg. Please bring any agenda items to the
meeting through your congregational reps.

Bible Studies for July:

*  Wednesday, 22 July, 7:30pm at Greenwood. * Friday, 31 July, 7:30pm Oak/Aub at Oakey.
CONTACT INFORMATION
Contact AELC (Church Office) — contact@aelc.org.au
Pastor Peter Ziebell — revpeterziebell@aelc.org.au
Matthew Sippel — matthewsippel@acelc.org.au
Child Safety Officer — childsafety(@aelc.org.au

Church Locations: For all church locations and their details throughout the AELC, please go
to www.aelc.org.au/church-locations
Online Giving: For online/electronic giving/offerings and for church bank details to set up a recurring direct debit,
please go to www.aelc.org.au/online-giving

ABOUT TIHE AELC
The Australian Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) believes that the Holy Scriptures are the inspired,
inerrant, infallible, and authoritative Word of God, and accordingly, believe that the Holy Scriptures are
the sole source of what we believe, teach, and confess. We subscribe to The Book of Concord of
1580, The Word Shall Stand (1990) and The AELC Statement of Faith as correct expositions of [s)
Scripture, which address issues that have arisen throughout history by the Word of God. We continue
to confess the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church wherever she is found and stand on Scripture alone as

God’s Word to us. We teach the message of Christ crucified for sinners. We teach that salvation is by God’s grace
alone, through faith alone in Christ alone.

@? www.aele.org.au u youtube.com/@TheAELC

ﬂ facebook.com/aelc.org.au @ instagram.com/aelc.org.au
WEEKLY READINGS

Sun., July 19 Psalms 105-106 | Galatians 5 Luther’s Small
Mon., July 20 Psalms 107-109 | Galatians 6 Catechism with
Tues., July 21 Psalms 110-112 | 2 Corinthians 1 Explanation
Wed., July 22| Psalms 113-115 | 2 Corinthians 2 o 16251
Thurs., July 23 | Psalms 116-118 | 2 Corinthians 3 The Second.
Fri,, July 24 Psalms 119 Petition Questions
Sat., July 25 Psalms 120-122 | 2 Corinthians 4-5 255-260
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