Children's Address:

Have you ever been scared of something?

Have you ever been scared of somefhing? What were you afraid of? As
children, we're all sometimes atraid. Was there anything that helped you
not to be atraid ? /\/\agbe there have been times when you lie in bed at nighf,
and you think you see somefhing that looks a little scary or sfmnge, and. so
you call out to Dad or Mum, who comes into your room and turns on the
/ighf, 0”/_(1 for you to see that it was a pair of Inam‘s or a Wrink/_q shirt or
something hanging over a chair. You were afraid of something that couldn't

hurt you at all, but it sure felt good to have Dad or Mum shour you that
you had nofhing to fear.

In our Second Reading from today, from the Book of
Romans, we hear about not fa//ing back into fear.

Fa//ing back into fear would be like being atraid of
somefhing, findin_q outit's _jMS?La Wrink/g shirt, and then F

c/imbing back into bed and being atraid all over agaim.

That wouldn't make sense, would it?

The fhing our Bible reading says peop/e are afraid of is punishmenf for
br‘eaking God's Law. God's Lawr is where God tells us what's righf and
what's wrong, like the Ten Commandments. God's Lawr tells us that if we
hurt someone or hurt someone's fee/ings, that's a sin, and we should be
punished, for that. Or if we take somefhing that doesn't be/ong fo us, that's
a sin, and we should be punished for that. Or if we say nalughfy fhings fo
our /oarenfs, that's a sin, and we should be /al/mished for it. If we think about
all the times we sin, we could be very much atraid, because God could

punish us for all those fhings.

But our Bible reaaling reminds us that we are God's children. That means

God is our Father, the one who shows us we have nofhing to fear. He sent



Jesus to die for our sins, so we don't have to 90 fhrowgh life a/wags atraid
that God is going to Iz)wnish us. We do sin, but when we do, we can call out
to our Father in heaven and tell him we 're afraid of what we 've done. God
will a/wags still love us and forgiue us and take care of us because of Jesus

dying for us. No matter what sin, He has made us His children, and we
don 't have to be afraid!

Lear tod, thank You for //_'s'z‘eﬁ/ﬁy 7o me when [ am atraid. /4//#@5 remnd

wmie that You love me and will never let me ga./ Amen.



