AUSTRALIAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH (AELC)

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA, OUR SAVIOUR LOWOOD, ST JOHNS AUBIGNY,
ST PAULS GREENWOOD, TRINITY MARBURG, TRINITY OAKEY

www.aelc.org.au

July 12, 2026 — Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgical Colour: Green
Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Please prepare by praying a prayer
found on page 308 in the LSB hymnbook and have an Order of Service Booklet.

Verse of the Day
Alleluia. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will
stand forever. Alleluia. — Isaiah 40:8

Hymns (LSB): 901 577 545 (560 623) 655

Introit (read together): Psalm 65:9-13
You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water; you provide their grain,
for so you have prepared it.
You water its furrows abundantly,
settling its ridges,
softening it with showers,
and blessing its growth.
You crown the year with your bounty;
your wagon tracks overflow with abundance.
The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
the hills gird themselves with joy,
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
the valleys deck themselves with grain,
they shout and sing together for joy.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Gradual Romans 11:33,36
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.

To him be glory forever. Amen.
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Collect (prayed together): Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures
to be written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark,
learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13
10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven

and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
50 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,

and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12“For you shall go out in joy

and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you

shall break forth into singing,

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
BInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the Lord,

an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

The Second Reading: Romans 8:12-17

12S0 then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh. *For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. “For all who are led by the Spirit
of God are sons of God. 'SFor you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry,
“Abba! Father!” '“The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, "and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23.
'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And
great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the
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whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying:
“A sower went out to sow. “And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and
the birds came and devoured them. >Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they
did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of
soil, ®but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they
withered away. 'Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. 3Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. "He who has ears, let him hear. . .

18“Hear then the parable of the sower: "When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 2°As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives
it with joy, *'yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.
22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves
unfruitful. 2As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word
and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in
another sixty, and in another thirty.”

Article: Someone has asked about the term “The Great Tribulation.”

The term originates from Jesus’ words in the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24) and
the Book of Revelation (chapters 6-18).

As we begin our discussion of “The Great Tribulation,” there is another term we
need to familiarise ourselves with: Millennialism. Simply put, Millennialism is a
religious or social belief that a major, imminent transformation will radically alter
society, resulting in a 1,000-year era of peace, justice, and prosperity. Evangelicals,
Baptists, Pentecostals, Charismatics, Seventh-Day Adventists, Mormons, and JW’s
are all Millennialists, who are divided into two principal schools. Premillennialists,
who believe that Jesus will return and set in motion a millennial age, and
Postmillennialists, who believe that He will return at the end of the thousand years.
In the first seven verses of Revelation 20, there are six references to a period
designated as “a thousand years.” The correct understanding of this period is that
Satan will be bound and Christ will reign, and that those who had a part in the first
resurrection will reign with Christ. The first resurrection is the new spiritual life of
sinners when they were brought to faith in Jesus. So, in this section of Scripture,
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what John is seeing is a picture of the New Testament era. The one thousand years
represent the sum total of time between the first and the second coming of Christ.
The binding of Satan is when Jesus broke Satan’s power through His redemption

and through the preaching of the gospel. It is not a literal one-thousand-year period
as taught by Millennialists.

The Great Tribulation is a time when Millennialists believe Jesus will return
secretly during a seven-year period of great trouble on earth, and is described as the
period of the ghastliest pestilence, bloodshed, and starvation the world has ever
known. During this time, there will be cosmic disasters and the outpouring of God’s
wrath prior to the one thousand years; Millennialists believe that those without the
Antichrist’s mark will be unable to buy or sell. They base this on Revelation 13:16-
17. At the midpoint of this seven-year period, a great dictator, the Antichrist, will
arise. Premillennialists believe that Christ will raise those who have died in faith
and take them away from the trouble of this earth. This is what they call the
“rapture.” Christ will come invisibly to rapture (that is, remove) believers from this
earth, so they will not have to suffer its trials. After the seven-year period of the
Great Tribulation, Christ will begin His visible, one-thousand-year rule of
righteousness and peace on earth, making Jerusalem the centre of His rule, and, it
is believed, there will be a general conversion of the Jews. At the end of the
thousand years, Satan, who has been bound during that time, will be released for
his final assault on the church, but will ultimately be defeated.

The idea of the rapture is a misinterpretation of Paul’s teaching in 1 Thessalonians
4:15-17. There Paul wrote, “For this we tell you by the Word of the Lord, that we
who are still alive, who are left until the Lord comes, shall certainly not arrive
ahead of those who have fallen asleep. '° For the Lord Himself will come down from
heaven with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet
call of God, and the dead who are in Christ will rise first. '’ After that, we who are
still alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air and so we shall always be with the Lord.”

The word Paul used to describe believers being “caught up” was translated by the
Vulgate (a Latin translation of the Bible made by the church father Jerome around
A.D. 400) with the word rapiemur, which means “we shall be snatched or seized.”
The word rapture conveys the same thought. Believers will rise to meet Christ in
the air, not prior to but on the last day of the world. We could say that there will be
a “rapture” then, but at the end of time. We shall all be gathered together at the
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resurrection, the dead as well as the living, when Christ returns. Millennialists are
mistaken as to the time and nature of this rapture.

Millennialism is not a minor error. It’s teaching on “The Great Tribulation” and the
“Rapture,” as with all errors, ultimately undermines Christ and His gospel.
According to foundational Lutheran doctrine outlined in the Augsburg Confession
(1530), there is no future, literal 1,000-year earthly golden age or political kingdom
of God. Instead, Lutheran teaching summarises the end times through these core
points:

As stated above, the “Millennium” is now: The 1,000 years mentioned in
Revelation 20 is interpreted symbolically as the entire current era between
Christ’s first coming and His second coming, during which He reigns spiritually
through the Church and the Gospel.

Christ’s Kingdom is Not Political: Grounded in Jesus’ words that His kingdom
is “not of this world,” we reject any teachings that predict a physical, earthly
government ruled by Christ or believers before the end of time.

A Single, Visible Return: We believe in a straightforward timeline: Christ will
return once, visibly and gloriously. This single event will simultaneously
trigger the resurrection of the dead, the final judgment, and the creation of the
eternal new heaven and earth.

Rejection of the “Secret Rapture”: Because of this timeline, we completely
reject modern dispensational theories, such as a secret rapture of believers, a
subsequent seven-year tribulation, or the necessity of a rebuilt physical temple
in Jerusalem.

In short, our teaching focuses entirely on the spiritual reign of Christ today and the
singular hope of the final resurrection, dismissing millennialism as a misguided

distraction from the gospel.

Children’s Address:

Have you ever been scared of something? What were
you afraid of? As children, we’re all sometimes
afraid. Was there anything that helped you not to be
afraid? Maybe there have been times when you lie in
bed at night, and you think you see something that
looks a little scary or strange, and so you call out to
Dad or Mum, who comes into your room and turns
on the light, only for you to see that it was a pair of
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pants or a wrinkly shirt or something hanging over a chair. You were afraid of
something that couldn’t hurt you at all, but it sure felt good to have Dad or Mum
show you that you had nothing to fear.

In our Second Reading from today, from the Book of Romans, we hear about not
falling back into fear. Falling back into fear would be like being afraid of something,
finding out it’s just a wrinkly shirt, and then climbing back into bed and being afraid
all over again. That wouldn’t make sense, would it?

The thing our Bible reading says people are afraid of is punishment for breaking
God’s Law. God’s Law is where God tells us what’s right and what’s wrong, like
the Ten Commandments. God’s Law tells us that if we hurt someone or hurt
someone’s feelings, that’s a sin, and we should be punished for that. Or if we take
something that doesn’t belong to us, that’s a sin, and we should be punished for
that. Or if we say naughty things to our parents, that’s a sin, and we should be
punished for it. If we think about all the times we sin, we could be very much afraid,
because God could punish us for all those things.

But our Bible reading reminds us that we are God’s children. That means God is
our Father, the one who shows us we have nothing to fear. He sent Jesus to die for
our sins, so we don’t have to go through life always afraid that God is going to
punish us. We do sin, but when we do, we can call out to our Father in heaven and
tell him we’re afraid of what we’ve done. God will always still love us and forgive
us and take care of us because of Jesus dying for us. No matter what sin, He has
made us His children, and we don’t have to be afraid! Dear God, thank You for
listening to me when I am afraid. Always remind me that You love me and will never
let me go! Amen.

If you wish to view, download, or print copies of anything in the
bulletin from online, either the Sermon, Prayer, Children’s
Address, Article, or the Bulletin please visit the AELC Website at
www.aelc.org.au/resources/

O

o

Sunday of the Church Year: Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

God nourishes the whole earth with refreshing water, yielding a bountiful harvest. His Word
does the same—nourishing faith, refreshing souls, and increasing joy. We dare not live
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit, who magnifies and sheds all kinds of God s
goodness upon us and makes us heirs of an incomparable wealth in the Gospel of Christ,
recipients of His life-giving Word, and inheritors of the everlasting kingdom of God.
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UPCOMING SERVICE TIMES

July 19 10:00am Aubigny Preaching (MS)
Eight Sunday | 8:30am Oakey Preaching (MS)
after Pentecost

9:30am Greenwood Lay Reading
9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading

9:00am Lowood Holy Communion

Readings: Isaiah 44:6-8;
Romans 8:18-27;
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Hymns: 913, 772 (tune
855), 794, (761, 617), 924

9:00am Greenwood Lay Reading
9:00am Toowoomba Holy Communion

9:00am Lowood Lay Reading

July 26 9:30am Aubigny Lay Reading. Readings: Deuteronomy
Ninth Sunday | 8:30am Oakey Holy Communion 7:6-9: Romans 8:28-39;
after Pentecost | 10:15am Greenwood Holy Communion | Matthew 13:44-52

9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading Hymns: 651, 713, 573,
. (435, 619), 742
9:00am Marburg Preaching (MS)
10:45am Aubigny Holy Communion
August 2 d Bati &y Y Readings: Isaiah 55:1-5;
Tenth Sunday | @0¢ DBapusm . Romans 9:1-13;
after Pentecost | 8:30am Qakey Lay Readlng Matthew 14:13-21

Hymns: 602, 642 (tune
284 LH), 648, (538, 619),
818

ANNOUNCEMENTS

www.aelc.org.au/whats-on

Meeting for Bethlehem Toowoomba: Sunday, 19 July. 10:00am. A meeting will be

held after service.

Saturday, August 1. 10.00am. CoC / Seminary Committee meeting at Marburg.

Please bring any agenda items to the meeting through your congregational reps.

Bible Studies for July:

o  Wednesday, 15 July, 10.00am at Lowood.
e  Wednesday, 22 July, 7.30pm at Greenwood.
e Friday, 31 July, 7.30pm Oak/Aub at Oakey.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Contact AELC (Church Office) — contact(@acelc.org.au
Pastor Peter Ziebell — revpeterziebell@aelc.org.au
Matthew Sippel — matthewsippel@aelc.org.au
Child Safety Officer — childsafety(@aelc.org.au
Church Locations: For all church locations and their details throughout the
AELC, please go to www.aelc.org.au/church-locations

Online Giving: For online/electronic giving/offerings and for church bank details
to set up a recurring direct debit, please go to www.aelc.org.au/online-giving

ABOUT THE AELC

The Australian Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) believes that the Holy
Scriptures are the inspired, inerrant, infallible, and authoritative Word of God, and
accordingly, believe that the Holy Scriptures are the sole source of what we believe,
teach, and confess. We subscribe to The Book of Concord of 1580, The Word Shall
Stand (1990) and The AELC Statement of Faith as correct expositions of Scripture,

which address issues that have arisen throughout history by the
Word of God. We continue to confess the teachings of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church wherever she is found and stand
on Scripture alone as God’s Word to us. We teach the message of
Christ crucified for sinners. We teach that salvation is by God’s

grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone.

O]

@% www.aele.org.au u youtube.com/@TheAELC

0 facebook.com/aelc.org.au @ instagram.com/aelc.org.au

WEEKLY READINGS

Sun., July 12 Psalms 87-88 | 1Peter 3 Luther’s Small
Mon., July 13 Psalms 89-90 | 1Peter 4 Catechism with
Tues., July 14 Psalms 91-93 | 1Peter 5 Explanation
Wed., July 15 Psalms 94-96 | Galatians 1 op 224 02] 7 )2 45
Thurs., July 16 Psalms 97-99 | Galatians 2 The First Peti ti(;n,
Fri., July 17 Psalms100-102 | Galatians 3 Questions 250-
Sat., July 18 Psalms 103-104 | Galatians 4 254
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