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July 5, 2026 — Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgical Colour: Green
Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Please prepare by praying a prayer
found on page 308 in the LSB hymnbook and have an Order of Service Booklet.

Verse of the Day
Alleluia. Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Alleluia. - Matthew 11:28

Hymns (LSB): 504 669 832 (576 617) 662

Introit (read together): Psalm 145:1-14

IT will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever.
2Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever.

3Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is
unsearchable. *One generation shall commend your works to another, and
shall declare your mighty acts.

5On the glorious splendour of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I
will meditate. °They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, and I
will declare your greatness. "They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant
goodness and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.

8The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love. °The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.
19A11 your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your saints shall
bless you!

UThey shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power,

2o make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, and the glorious
splendour of your kingdom.

13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures
throughout all generations.

The Lord is faithful in all his words and kind in all his works.

14The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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The Gradual
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.

To him be glory forever. Amen.

Collect (prayed together): Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy
attends us all our days. Be our strength and support amid the wearisome
changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us Your promised rest and the
full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he,

humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

19T will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem;

and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule
shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth.

1As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 1 will set your
prisoners free from the waterless pit.

ZReturn to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore
to you double.

The Second Reading: Romans 7:14-25a

“We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. I do not
understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. 'Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. '’So
now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. '®For I know that
nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is
right, but not the ability to carry it out. ’For I do not do the good I want, but the
evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. *°Now if I do what I do not want, it is
no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.

21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. ’For
I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, »*but I see in my members another
law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of
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sin that dwells in my members. **Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me
from this body of death? »Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:25-30

23At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that
you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them
to little children; *°yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. ?’All things have
been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him. 2Come to me, all who labour and are heavy laden, and 1
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. **For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.”

Article:

I’'m going to be bold enough and maybe a bit crazy, but this article is going to be
about me — your pastor.

For most of my life, I have been shepherding God’s people, and what an absolute
joy it has been! I love being a pastor, although I am far from perfect.

I’'m human too, with a sinful human nature that still sometimes gets the better of
me! What Paul wrote from our Second Reading today from Romans 7 is me in a
nutshell most days: “For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is
what I keep on doing” (v. 19).

I suppose, before I go any further, I must mention that sometimes I have this
dreadfully blackened desire to take my mobile phone out to the backyard, go grab
the shotgun and let rip! I wonder how long it would take for the local constabulary
to arrive and carry me away if I were to do that?

And so, having vented my perpetual “availability” via mobile phone, let me open
the valve of my heart and soul to release the first of two points for this article, and
both are, in a sense, points of evidential reference for those who may think that
pastors are lazy and only work on Sundays.

Logistically, the job of a pastor is all-encompassing. For example, if anyone else

decides he wants to pack up and go somewhere for a weekend, he can, but I can’t.
Even when considering only the administrative aspects, my efforts require me to
plan not days, but weeks and months ahead. Being the only pastor of 6
congregations has been, and continues to be, challenging (God willing, this will
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change when Matthew is ordained and called into the ministry). It has been this
way for a number of years now. Anyhow, [ am writing letters and emails, making
phone calls and visits, performing funerals and weddings, sitting at the bedside of
the sick, counselling couples, managing crises, teaching confirmation classes and
leading Bible studies, teaching in our seminary, and so many other things that do
not even begin to allow room on the page for listing the necessary personal needs
of a man, a human being, of which I am.

And perhaps this is a good place to begin cultivating the second point.

Guilt often abounds for people like me. As a pastor, I never feel like I'm making
any headway; instead, I tend to feel that my efforts in pastoral care are not as full
as they could be. And with this, 'm sometimes at the edge of my seat ready to
hear a church member reference someone who hasn’t been in church for a while,
saying something like, “Well, pastor, you could have continued to write them
letters, or called them on the phone, or something like that,” or as I’ve heard more
than once, “You didn’t show them enough pastoral care.” This is true. I can never
do enough of that, but to this indictment [ sometimes feel like asking very plainly
of the accuser: “As a fellow member of the human race — let alone this church —
and as someone perhaps with a family that needs your personal attention, how
many people are you currently caring for closely and personally? I know you have
your hands full with other things, but surely you have a measure of comparability
to the demand you are making of me. While still managing to provide the proper
care for your family, is there at least one person on the outskirts that you are
caring for with some sort of charitable kindness, a love that is neither given nor
received as obligatory, but is genuine and intimate and on-call 24/7? Maybe two?
Ten? Twenty?”

The pastor’s entire life is an inundation of pastoral care needs. He visits shut-ins.
He handles hospital visits. He’s there for every baptism. He’s often there at the
deathbed when the child of God is called home (and sometimes non-member
Christians who have been forsaken by their pastor or non-believers and their
families who so desperately need the Gospel in the eleventh hour). One o’clock in
the afternoon or two o’clock in the morning, it doesn’t matter. Again, I could go
on and on about this point, but it raises the question of whether we ought to take
care in setting such weights upon our pastor and in opting out of our role as
charitable Christians.

Actually, let me be a little more forthright: Unless your pastor is sitting in his
office all day long reading Facebook posts or playing “Angry Birds,” it is unfair to
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level even an atom-sized splinter of this charge against him, considering the
context. Not even Christ in His earthly ministry could accomplish what is
oftentimes demanded or expected. A pastor has the responsibility of caring for a
congregation to whom God has directly called him, and keep in mind that while it
isn’t God’s desire for him, in his sinful nature, burdened by guilt, quite often his
work is being done at the expense of his own immediate family.

I can pretty much guarantee that any faithful pastor [ know already has barely a
handful of minutes (literally) in a week and struggles to spend them with his own
wife and children. The free time that he has, as little as it is, is not to be spent
trying to figure out how to reach out even more than he already has, but rather
how he and his family can actually BE a family. It is to be spent squeezing every
little bit of substance out of those precious minutes — fast and few minutes — to be
a husband to his wife, someone he loves more than anything in the world, and a
father to his children.

So, that’s it. It probably sounds like I’'m bemoaning the pastoral office. I sure hope
that isn’t how this is received. And I’'m sure there will be those who read this and
say, “Quit whining! This is what you signed up for.” Well, ok. No hard feelings. I
love being a pastor. I love my people, and I'll still be there to pray with you when
you need me — imperfect though I am. Nevertheless, “The Lord upholds all who
are falling and raises up all who are bowed down” (Psalm 145:14).

Children’s Address:

Have you ever been in a situation in which you knew you had two choices, and
one was the right choice, and the other was the wrong choice? Which did you
choose? What about when we’re dealing with our parents and they tell us to do
something or not to do something? Anyone ever had their parents tell them,
“Don’t even think about doing that”?

What about this: Have you ever been in that situation in which you knew what
you were supposed to do, but you just decided not to do it? You decided to make
the wrong choice instead? What happened? Did you get in trouble for it? Were
people mad at you? Would you make a different choice today?

In our Second Reading today from Romans, the apostle Paul talks about exactly
that. He knows what’s right and what’s wrong, but he finds that he keeps choosing
to do the wrong things, and he’s very frustrated with himself because he wants to
do better. Have you ever felt like that?
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See, there are two people inside you. You all . HELP I
know that God loves you very much. You ' 3 coporenNG PesRes/

believe that God has given you eternal life

because Jesus died and rose again for you. So
you really don’t want to do the things our
loving God tells us not to do. That’s you. But
there’s another person in you who still would
rather sin and do selfish things. That other
person inside you sins all the time, and that’s
frustrating. It was very frustrating to Paul.
But notice all the way at the very end of our
Bible reading. Paul has been struggling, and [ 5

he’s frustrated, and he really wants to change.

What does he say about that? “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”
(v 25). Why do you think he says that? Right! All of Paul’s sins are forgiven
because Jesus died and rose for Paul! And even though we all mess up sometimes
and do the things we know we shouldn’t do, Jesus died for us as well.

Is sinning okay? Not at all. Sin is always bad. But when we’re frustrated that we
sin, we can say, “Thanks, God, for still being patient with us because of Jesus.”

Dear God, I am sorry for all the bad things I continue to do. I simply cannot stop
sinning — even though I try! Yet I know that because of Your only Son, Jesus
Christ my Lord, all my sins are forgiven! Amen.

If you wish to view, download, or print copies of anything in the
bulletin from online, either the Sermon, Prayer, Children's
Address, Article, or the Bulletin please visit the AELC Website at
www.aelc.org.au/resources/

Sunday of the Church Year: Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Zechariah prophesies the coming of King Jesus, whose reign is about mercy, grace, life, and
goodness, not about wrath, power, anger, or violence. Sometimes we mistakenly think that
unyielding wrath guarantees change, self-condemnation begets correction, and power
deserves respect. But for Christians, it is only the gracious, gentle, merciful Jesus who
delivers us from our body of death. He is our divine respite in whom we know kindness,
goodness, and forgiveness.
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UPCOMING SERVICE TIMES

July 12 10:45am Aubigny Holy Communion Readings:
Seventh Sunday 8:30am Oakey Lay Reading Isaiah 55:10-13
after Pentecost . Romans 8:12-17
9:30am Greenwood Lay Reading Matthew 13:1-9. 18-23
9:00am Toowoomba Holy Communion | Hymns: 901, 57’7, 545,
9:00am Marburg Lay Reading (560, 623), 655
July 19 10:00am Aubigny Preaching Readings:
Eighth Sunday | 8:30am Oakey Preaching Ea‘ah 44;5{2 .
after Pentecost | 9:30am Greenwood Lay Reading M(::tlﬁrel:v [3:94.30. 3643
9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading Hymns: 913, 772 (tune
9:00am Lowood Holy Communion 855), 794, (761, 617), 924
July 26 9:30am Aubigny Lay Reading Readings:
8:30am Oakey Holy Communion Deuteronomy 7:6-9
Second Sunday . Romans 8:28-39
of Easter 10:15am Greenwood Holy Communion | - =55 ",
9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading Hymns: 651, 713, 573,
! 9:00am Marburg Preaching (435, 619), 742

ANNOUNCEMENTS

www.aelc.org.au/whats-on

Tuesday, 7 July, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey. Opening devotion: Pastor.

Saturday, July 18, 10.00am. CoC/Sem Com. meeting at Marburg. Please bring any
agenda items to the meeting through your congregational reps.

Bible Studies for July:
e Sunday, 12 July, 8.00am at Toowoomba.
e  Wednesday, 15 July, 10.00am at Lowood.
e  Wednesday, 22 July, 7.30pm at Greenwood.
e Friday, 31 July, 7.30pm Oak/Aub at Oakey.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Contact AELC (Church Office) — contact@aelc.org.au
Pastor Peter Ziebell — revpeterziebell@aelc.org.au

Matthew Sippel — matthewsippel@aelc.org.au
Child Safety Officer — childsafety@aelc.org.au

Church Locations: For all church locations and their details throughout the
AELC, please go to www.aelc.org.au/church-locations
Online Giving: For online/electronic giving/offerings and for church bank details
to set up a recurring direct debit, please go to www.aelc.org.au/online-giving

ABOUT THE AELC

The Australian Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) believes that the Holy
Scriptures are the inspired, inerrant, infallible, and authoritative Word of God, and
accordingly, believe that the Holy Scriptures are the sole source of what we believe,
teach, and confess. We subscribe to The Book of Concord of 1580, The Word Shall
Stand (1990) and The AELC Statement of Faith as correct expositions of Scripture,
which address issues that have arisen throughout history by the
Word of God. We continue to confess the teachings of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church wherever she is found and stand
on Scripture alone as God’s Word to us. We teach the message of
Christ crucified for sinners. We teach that salvation is by God’s
grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone.

@% www.aele.org.au n youtube.com/@TheAELC

O]

0 facebook.com/aelc.org.au @ instagram.com/aelc.org.au
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