
Children’s Address: 

Romans 7:1-13 

Do any of your parents have you do jobs or regular tasks around the 
house? Do you like doing those things? Some of those jobs you may 
like, and I’m sure some of them you don’t! 

Do your parents make you clean your 
room? Do you like doing that? 
Perhaps you always find the fastest 
way possible by shoving all your toys 
under your bed or piling your clothes 
into a heap in the closet instead of 
folding them and putting them 
away. Do you think, though, that 
that is a good way to clean your 
room? Not really. If your parents 
were to come in, see the toys under 
your bed or your clothes shoved in the closet, I’m sure they would ask 
you to put them away correctly. 

Let me ask you: Why do parents have you do jobs like cleaning your 
room, putting away dishes, or helping clear the table after dinner? 
Believe it or not, parents mostly tell you to do these things because 
they’re good for you. It’s better to have a clean room than a dirty one, 
and it’s good to learn that we should do those things that are good to 
do. 

In today’s Second Reading (Romans 7:1-13), we find the Apostle Paul 
speaking of God’s Law. In the Ten Commandments, God tells us some 
things that we’re supposed to do and some things we’re not supposed 
to do. For example, in the Third Commandment, God says we need to 
come to church to hear His Word, and in the Fifth Commandment, God 



says we shouldn’t hurt or be angry with our brothers and sisters or 
our friends. These are good commandments. 

As with our chores, sometimes we don’t like the commands God gives. 
We don’t always feel like getting up in the morning—even when it’s for 
a very good reason, like church and Sunday School—and sometimes we 
get angry with our brothers or sisters and don’t want to treat them 
nicely. Sometimes those commands make us feel bad because we don’t 
always do what God wants; we disobey Him.  

But does God ever tell us to do anything that would be bad for us? 
No! Far from it! All we have to do is look at Jesus. God gave His Son, 
Jesus, to die for us to forgive all our sins. When we look at Jesus, we 
know that God does all things for our good, including giving us the Ten 
Commandments. 

 


