AUSTRALIAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH (AELC)
BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA, OUR SAVIOUR LOWOOD, ST JOHNS AUBIGNY,
ST PAULS GREENWOOD, TRINITY MARBURG, TRINITY OAKEY

www.aelc.org.au

June 28, 2026 — Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

Liturgical Colour: Green
Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Please prepare by praying a prayer
found on page 308 in the LSB hymnbook and have an Order of Service Booklet.

Verse of the Day
Alleluia. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my
sake will find it. Alleluia.
Matthew 10:39

Hymns (LSB): 757 685 583 851
Introit (read together): Psalm 119:153-160

Look on my affliction and deliver me, for I do not forget your law.

Plead my cause and redeem me; give me life according to your promise!
Salvation is far from the wicked, for they do not seek your statutes.

Great is your mercy, O Lord; give me life according to your just decrees.
Many are my persecutors and my adversaries, but I do not swerve from your
testimonies.

I look at the faithless with disgust, because they do not keep your commands.
Consider how I love your precepts! Give me life according to your steadfast
love.

The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your just and righteous
decrees endures forever.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Gradual

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.

To him be glory forever. Amen.
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Collect (prayed together): Almighty God, by the working of Your Holy Spirit,
grant that we may gladly hear Your Word proclaimed among us and follow
its directing; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5-9

SThen the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord, ®and the
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord make the
words that you have prophesied come true, and bring back to this place from
Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the exiles. Yet hear now this
word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people. *The
prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine,
and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. °As for the prophet
who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes to pass, then it will
be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.”

The Second Reading: Romans 7:1-13

'Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—
that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? Thus a married
woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she
is released from the law of marriage. *Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress
if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies,
she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.
“Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ,
so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in
order that we may bear fruit for God. *For while we were living in the flesh, our
sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for
death. °But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us
captive, so that we serve not under the old written code but in the new life of the
Spirit.

"What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been
for the law, I would not have known sin. I would not have known what it is to
covet if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” ®But sin, seizing an
opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness.
Apart from the law, sin lies dead. °I was once alive apart from the law, but when
the commandment came, sin came alive and I died. '°The very commandment that
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promised life proved to be death to me. 'For sin, seizing an opportunity through
the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. '?So the law is holy, and
the commandment is holy and righteous and good.

Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin,
producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to
be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure.

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:34-42

34[Jesus said:] “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have
not come to bring peace, but a sword. **For I have come to set a man against his
father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her
mother-in-law. **And a person’s enemies will be those of his own household.
3"Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. **And whoever does not
take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. **Whoever finds his life will
lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

4“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who
sent me. *'The one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a
prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a
righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. “*And whoever gives
one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, |
say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”

Article: What Did God Do?

The historicity of Genesis has been rejected by prominent theologians for quite
some time. This is not because anything in the text calls for a mythical, parabolic,
or other ahistorical interpretation, but because fashionable “scientific”” opinion

disallows an historical Adam and Eve. Fashion requirements are rigidly enforced!
Compliance with the denial of the historicity of the creation account in Genesis
has brought about untold confusion in our day, as we are reaping the whirlwind of
that denial.

God is the doer in the first two chapters of Genesis. He spoke, and it was so. He
said, “Let there be,” and there was. God did the doing. He made a man, took a
woman from him, brought her to him, and joined them together as one flesh. He

married Adam to Eve and Eve to Adam. He did it. He did it here on earth, in space
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and in time. By doing so, He established marriage as the lifelong union between
one man and one woman. When Jesus was questioned about divorce, He
demonstrated the permanence of the marital bond by pointing us to what God did
in Genesis. By His doing then and there, God blesses marriage here and now. By
doing what He did in the beginning, He made marriage what it is and will remain
until the end of time.

God does what He did. He created us in love. God is love. What He did in the
beginning, He did for us. We confess God as our Father by speaking of what He
does for us. “I believe that God has made me.” All that I am, have, enjoy, and
depend upon is from Him. It is from Him who made man in His image, male and
female, blessed them, and made them fruitful, that I receive all earthly blessings
today. This is personal! When we Lutherans confess God as our Father in the First
Article of the Creed, we do so in a very personal way. Whenever we talk about
what God has done, we talk about what He does, not just in the abstract, defining
God according to certain divine principles we discover by our study of creation.
No, we talk about God as He personally cares for us, redeems us, sanctifies us,
and delivers us from every evil of body and soul, and we know this is true because
God has told us so in His Word.

According to natural law, single sex “marriage” is an oxymoron. It does not exist
because it is a contradiction in terms. Now, the atheist will argue against the
natural law by severing law from God. If there is no God, there is no binding law.
If the proofs of God’s existence from nature are unpersuasive, the proofs of
natural law will not persuade either. We should not be surprised when atheists
embrace the LGBTQ agenda.

We are surprised, however, when those who formally subscribe to the catholic
creeds of the church support same sex “marriage” as a civil right that Christian
love requires us to respect. How can this be? Are they wholly ignorant of natural
law? Can they not reason from the biological facts about men and women and
where babies come from that the union of a man with a man or a woman with a
woman is not and cannot be marriage blessed by God?

We should not be surprised. When we acquiesce to the denial that God did the
doing that makes marriage marriage, we cannot run to the natural law to mend
what we have broken. The simple fact is that without the historicity of Genesis,
we cannot withstand the various perversions du jure (by law) imposed on us by
the elites of our corroding culture. I’'m not rejecting the natural law argument. I
embrace it! I am saying that to defend marriage as the God-ordained lifelong
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union of one man and one woman, we must do as our Lord Jesus did and go to
what the Creator did in the beginning and start there. For what God did, He does.
Historicity matters because what God does matters. He does not just talk. He does.
The historicity of Genesis does not stand alone. It cannot be isolated from the
historicity of the incarnation, obedience, suffering, death, and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. God is the Lord of history and of our lives. In time and space,
He assumed flesh and blood, fulfilling His own law, suffering for our
disobedience, dying, rising, and rescuing us from sin, death, and the power of the
devil. We see the eternal love of our heavenly Father by looking at what He did
and does and confessing that He did it and does it all for us.

Children’s Address:
Do any of your parents have you do jobs or regular tasks around the house? Do
you like doing those things? Some of those jobs you may like, and I’'m sure some
of them you don’t!

Do your parents make you clean your room? Do you like doing that? Perhaps you
always find the fastest way possible by shoving all your toys under your bed or
piling your clothes into a heap in the closet instead of folding them and putting
them away. Do you think, though, that that is a good way to clean your room? Not
really. If your parents were to come in, see the toys under your bed or your clothes
shoved in the closet, I’'m sure they ;

would ask you to put them away 'ﬁ“herefore

correctly. the Law is holy,
and the

COMMANDMENT
HOLY

Let me ask you: Why do parents
have you do jobs like cleaning your
room, putting away dishes, or
helping clear the table after dinner?
Believe it or not, parents mostly tell

you to do these things because > 3 ’\‘ \

they’re good for you. It’s better to - thenWhat ]S gUOlj . 1
have a clean room than a dirty one, . . TR
SETTCOH ULY LLOL

and it’s good to learn that we should
do those things that are good to do.

Page 5



In today’s Second Reading (Romans 7:1-13), we find the Apostle Paul speaking
of God’s Law. In the Ten Commandments, God tells us some things that we’re
supposed to do and some things we’re not supposed to do. For example, in the
Third Commandment, God says we need to come to church to hear His Word, and
in the Fifth Commandment, God says we shouldn’t hurt or be angry with our
brothers and sisters or our friends. These are good commandments.

As with our chores, sometimes we don’t like the commands God gives. We don’t
always feel like getting up in the morning—even when it’s for a very good reason,
like church and Sunday School—and sometimes we get angry with our brothers or
sisters and don’t want to treat them nicely. Sometimes those commands make us
feel bad because we don’t always do what God wants; we disobey Him.

But does God ever tell us to do anything that would be bad for us? No! Far from
it! All we have to do is look at Jesus. God gave His Son, Jesus, to die for us to
forgive all our sins. When we look at Jesus, we know that God does all things for
our good, including giving us the Ten Commandments.

If you wish to view, download, or print copies of anything in the
bulletin from online, either the Sermon, Prayer, Children’s
Address, Article, or the Bulletin please visit the AELC Website at

www.aelc.org.au/resources/ =

Sunday of the Church Year: The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
God's Holy Law binds, condemns, and kills! Those under the Law are terrorized by sin.
Prophets recount the transgressions of people that have provoked wars, famines, pes-
tilence, and death. Only peace produces life. But the Lord unsheathes the sword of division
between those who vehemently deny and those who humbly confess Christ as Lord.
Nothing dismisses the authority of the Law, but thanks be to God that Christ fulfilled its
every letter—so we shall inherit eternal peace!
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UPCOMING SERVICE TIMES

July 5
Sixth Sunday
after Pentecost

Liturgical
Colour: Green

9:30am Aubigny Lay Reading

8:30am Oakey Holy Communion
10:15am Greenwood Holy Communion
9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading
9.00am Lowood Preaching

Readings:

Zechariah 9:9-12
Romans 7:14-25a
Matthew 11:25-30
Hymns: 504, 699 (tune
4441.SB), 832, 576 (tune
613 LSB), 617, 662

July 12

Seventh Sunday
after Pentecost

Liturgical
Colour: Green

10:45am Aubigny Holy Communion
8:30am Oakey Lay Reading

9:30am Greenwood Lay Reading
9:00am Toowoomba Holy Communion
9:00am Marburg Lay Reading

Readings:

Isaiah 55:10-13
Romans 8:12-17
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Hymns: 901, 577, 545,
(560, 623), 655

July 19
Eighth Sunday
after Pentecost

Liturgical
Colour: Green

10:00am Aubigny Preaching
8:30am Oakey Preaching

9:30am Greenwood Lay Reading
9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading
9:00am Lowood Holy Communion

Readings:

Isaiah 44:6-8

Romans 8:18-27
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Hymns: 913, 772 (tune
855), 794, (761, 617), 924

ANNOUNCEMENTS

www.aelc.org.au/whats-on

Wednesday, July 1, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Toowoomba. Opening devotion:
Dot. Choose a Bible verse from 1 Samuel 14-18. Item of Interest: an engagement

card.

Friday, July 3, 7.00pm, YAY (Young Adults & Youth) at Aubigny for Aubigny-
Oakey-Greenwood. Hall open from 6:30pm. Please bring your Bible, hymn book,
and a plate to share for supper. This will be an open Q&A, so please bring your
questions or send them to Matthew before Friday.

Saturday, July 4, 1.00pm. Fellowship afternoon at Nola’s place, private address.

Please bring a plate to share for afternoon tea. All welcome.

Tuesday, July 7, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey. Opening devotion: Pastor.

Saturday, July 18, 10.00am. CoC/Sem Com. meeting at Marburg. Please bring any

agenda items to the meeting through your congregational reps.
Bible Studies for July:

e Sunday, 12 July, 8.00am at Toowoomba.

e  Wednesday, 15 July, 10.00am at Lowood.

e Wednesday, 22 July, 7.30pm at Greenwood.
e Friday, 31 July, 7.30pm Oak/Aub at Oakey.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Contact AELC (Church Office) — contact(@acelc.org.au
Pastor Peter Ziebell — revpeterziebell@aelc.org.au
Matthew Sippel — matthewsippel@aelc.org.au
Child Safety Officer — childsafety(@aelc.org.au
Church Locations: For all church locations and their details throughout the
AELC, please go to www.aelc.org.au/church-locations

Online Giving: For online/electronic giving/offerings and for church bank details
to set up a recurring direct debit, please go to www.aelc.org.au/online-giving

ABOUT THE AELC

The Australian Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) believes that the Holy
Scriptures are the inspired, inerrant, infallible, and authoritative Word of God, and
accordingly, believe that the Holy Scriptures are the sole source of what we believe,
teach, and confess. We subscribe to The Book of Concord of 1580, The Word Shall
Stand (1990) and The AELC Statement of Faith as correct expositions of Scripture,

which address issues that have arisen throughout history by the
Word of God. We continue to confess the teachings of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church wherever she is found and stand
on Scripture alone as God’s Word to us. We teach the message of
Christ crucified for sinners. We teach that salvation is by God’s
grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone.

@% www.aele.org.au u youtube.com/@TheAELC

O]

0 facebook.com/aelc.org.au @ instagram.com/aelc.org.au

WEEKLY READINGS

Sun., June 28

Psalms 51-53

Mon., June 29 | Psalms 54-56 Luther’s Small
Tues., June 30 | Psalms 57-59 | Acts 21 P C‘l”ed;’_sm 3’5}1’7
Wed., July I | Psalms 60-62 | Acts 22 Xplanation (2017)
age 222-230
Thurs., July 2 Psalms 63-65 The Third Article Part 3
Fri., July 3 Psalms 66-67 | Acts 23 Questions 219-229
Sat., July 4 Psalms 68-69 | Acts 24
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