Children's Address:

Romans 6:12

Have any of you ever sfe/a/aed in mud

before? What did it feel like uhen you ﬁ V
sfepped in the mud ? What haplnens when \ 8 ’:__1""‘-{

you fry fo wipe the mud. off your shoe . S

with your hand ? Righf. The mud is still
sﬁcky and. slick and gr‘ih‘g, but now it's all
over your hand too. Nouwr you have all
kinds of prob/ems! As you walk, you track &,

muddy foofpr‘infs across the house, and

you spr‘ead mud onto whatever you touch— your clothes, the door

handle, your brothers and. sisters!
What a mess!

Our sin is a little like that sticky, messy mud. In our Second Reading
foday from Romans, Paul says that once we gef into sin—like into

mud —sin can control our whole bodies (Rom 6:12). We can't wipe our
sin off. No matter what we do, we can't get rid of it. And wherever
we go, we end up spreaaling our sin. You know how mud, leaves mud
marks across the house? Qur sins leave marks on people too. We hurt
other /oeop/e 's fee/ings with some fhings we say. When we hit or kick
our brothers and sisters, it hurts them —sometimes makes them ory—
and we can see how our sin has hurt them! Qur sin makes a terrible,

painfu/ mess!

Going back to the mud—how do you clean the mud off your clothes and
bodies? There's on/y one way. You wash it off with pure, clean water.
Your clothes qgo in the Washing machine, and you go in the bath! The
water washes you free from all the mud. And not on/g are you clean,

but once it's washed off, are you going to leave muddg handlurinfs on



the fhin_qs you touch? Are you going to leave muddy foaflnrinfs across

the floor? No! Because you 're clean, eweryfhing else sfa_ljs clean too.

Jesus died and rose from the dead to forgit/e and, take away your sin.
He washes away your sin with His ho/_lj, precious blood and then with
the clean water of Ba/aﬁsm that gives you what Jesus did on the cross.

JZSMS Washes _leMF‘ sins aWﬂ_lj so fhﬂ‘f' _leMF‘ WhO/e bOd_lj is cleansed.

Now you use your words and actions to he//a peola/e. Washed from sin,
you use your words to encourage others instead of hur‘ﬁng their
fee/ings. Washed from sin, you use your hands and feet to he/p up your
brothers and. sisters who fell or to gef them a cup of water, instead of
hurﬁng them. Jesus washes away our sins so that our words and

actions may be a/ean as Wel/

Dear Jesus, thank You tor Wﬂsé/h_q all my s/ns away m my Bﬂ/yf/km/

Amen.



