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Liturgical Colour: Green 

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Please prepare by praying a prayer found on page 308 in the LSB 

hymnbook and have an Order of Service Booklet. 

 

Hymns (LSB): 529 659 819 783 

Introit (read together): Psalm 91:1-10 

1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
2I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” 
3For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. 
4He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and 

buckler. 
5You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 
6nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
7A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. 
8You will only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked. 
9Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place— the Most High, who is my refuge— 10no evil shall be 

allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The Gradual     

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, And His greatness is unsearchable.  

On Your wondrous works, I shall meditate, And I shall declare your greatness. 

 

Collect (prayed together): O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of Your 

daily mercies that we may live secure and content in Your eternal love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7–13 
7O Lord, you have deceived me, and I was deceived; you are stronger than I, and you have prevailed. 

I have become a laughingstock all the day; everyone mocks me. 
8For whenever I speak, I cry out, I shout, “Violence and destruction!” 

For the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 
9If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” 

there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
10For I hear many whispering. Terror is on every side! “Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” say all my close 

friends, watching for my fall. “Perhaps he will be deceived; then we can overcome him and take our revenge on 

him.” 
11But the Lord is with me as a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble; they will not overcome me. 

They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonour will never be forgotten. 
12O Lord of hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees the heart and the mind, 

let me see your vengeance upon them, for to you have I committed my cause. 
13Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hand of evildoers. 

 

 

June 21, 2026 – Fourth Sunday of Pentecost 

 

 

 

Verse of the Day  

Alleluia. Everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in 

heaven. Alleluia. 

Matthew 10:32 

 

http://www.aelc.org.au/


The Second Reading: Romans 6:12–23 
12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 13Do not present your members 

to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death 

to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since 

you are not under law but under grace. 15What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By 

no means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 

whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to 

God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which 

you were committed, 18and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in 

human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity 

and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to 

sanctification. 
20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21But what fruit were you getting at that 

time from the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been 

set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 
23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

The Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:5a,-21-33 
5These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, . . . 
21“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have 

them put to death, 22and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the end will be 

saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone 

through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25It is enough for the disciple to be like his 

teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will 

they malign those of his household. 
26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 27What 

I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28And do not fear 

those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are 

not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30But even 

the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32So 

everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33but 

whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.” 

 

Article: Are there people that you need to forgive?   

Let me ask a question: “If the person you hated most in the world, who you personally knew and could not stand, were 

the one to welcome you into heaven, would you be able to forgive them enough to go in?” Again, let me ask, “Who 

would you be welcoming into heaven under this scenario?”  And yet, we are called to forgive. Must the Christian 

forgive? To ask this question is to ask, “Are good works necessary?” and every Lutheran who knows their Lutheran 

Confessions knows the answer to that question (they are, even as we do not say “they are necessary for salvation” (The 

Formula of Concord, Article IV)). To waver on this question is to allow our old Adam to flirt with antinomianism 

(against the law) – and yes, I have heard prominent confessional Lutherans waver, publicly, on this very question. 

Yes, it is necessary to forgive. It is all tied up with the truly radical nature of the Gospel.  There is no radical Gospel 

without those willing to proclaim it. 

If you have a copy of the Large Catechism, I invite you to read Martin Luther’s explanation of forgiveness in the 

Lord’s Prayer. If you do not have a copy, ask me for one, or go online and read it for yourself! 

(https://bookofconcord.org/large-catechism/lords-prayer/#para85). As you read, note in particular, these words from 

Luther from his explanation of the Fifth Petition: “if you forgive, you have this consolation and assurance, that you 

are forgiven in heaven, not on account of your forgiving, for God forgives freely and without condition, out of pure 

grace, because He has so promised, as the Gospel teaches, but in order that He may set this up for our confirmation 

and assurance for a sign alongside of the promise which accords with this prayer, Luke 6:37: Forgive, and ye shall be 

forgiven. Therefore Christ also repeats it soon after the Lord’s Prayer, and says, Matt. 6:14: For if ye forgive men their 

trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, etc.”  

https://bookofconcord.org/large-catechism/lords-prayer/#para85


The Lord’s Prayer is given in Matthew 6 and Luke 11. Immediately following the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus says, “but if 

you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Matthew 6:15).  On the 

face of it, it would seem that the phrase “unconditional love” can be a bit misleading. We are told that God hates the 

wicked (Psalm 5:4-6; 11:5) – and should a protective father not harbour anger – bolstered by just action – against those 

who would oppress and wage war against His dear children?  That said, again, He loves His whole creation. He loves 

His enemies. He died for the whole world. He was raised for the whole world. He desires all to repent and be saved, 

for He is love. His mercy triumphs over judgment. 

To those who flee to this merciful God, they will be saved indeed – to the uttermost, and it is never too late. The blood 

of Christ covers it all. God truly does love His whole creation in a sense that is unconditional; otherwise, passages like 

Lamentations 3:22-23, Romans 5:8, and 1 John 4:9-10, for example, would not make any sense… If a person rejects 

God’s unconditional love and forgiveness – not desiring it for this or that reason – how has God’s love somehow 

become conditional?  The Scriptures say that the Christian *has been forgiven already* (and given new life in Christ), 

and this is given as precisely the reason why they are to forgive. The Apostle Paul writes, “Be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32).  In other words, we treat 

others as God has already treated us.  Properly speaking, we do not forgive in order to be forgiven – we forgive because 

we have been forgiven. 

Now, if we refuse to forgive someone for their sins – when God has commanded us to do so – what are we basically 

saying to God?  Whether we realise it or not, we are in fact saying to Him: “I don’t need Your forgiveness for my lack 

of forgiveness because I am in the right here.  My refusal to forgive is reasonable.” If, in our heart of hearts, we believe 

that seventy-times-seven forgiveness (Matt. 18:22) should be for us but not for our neighbour – whether explicitly or 

implicitly or tacitly (if we care to make all these distinctions!) – we are really saying that it is not for us at all.  In spite 

of the fact that we are all one in Adam, we deny that we are our brother’s keeper, and that is great danger! One more 

thing: there can be forgiveness of a person – where you release your hands from their throat and sincerely hope that 

they will make it to heaven, even as that person justly faces earthly consequences – even death – for their actions. God 

did give earthly governments the death penalty (Rom. 13:1), not to give us revenge, but to protect the weak from evil 

and injustice.  Further, just because we forgive someone on earth, it does not mean that our earthly relationship will 

always be – or even should always be – the way it was before. If this were the case, Jesus would have never permitted 

divorce in some circumstances. He does permit divorce in select circumstances, even as He did not permit us to harbour 

unforgiving hearts. 

So we are people who are eager to be merciful, as our Lord is merciful. 

But Lord, how many times? “Seventy-times seven,” or, said differently, “without measure.” There is no doubt about 

it: this is tough stuff because we still have that old sinful nature inside us, and pride is hard to let go of. Nevertheless, 

we are to forgive. Let me ask again, “Are there people you need to forgive?” 

 

Children’s Address:  

Have any of you ever stepped in mud before? What did it feel like when you stepped 

in the mud? What happens when you try to wipe the mud off your shoe with your 

hand? Right. The mud is still sticky and slick and gritty, but now it’s all over your 

hand too. Now you have all kinds of problems! As you walk, you track muddy 

footprints across the house, and you spread mud onto whatever you touch—your 

clothes, the door handle, your brothers and sisters!  

What a mess!  

Our sin is a little like that sticky, messy mud. In our Second Reading today from 

Romans, Paul says that once we get into sin—like into mud—sin can control our 

whole bodies (Rom 6:12). We can’t wipe our sin off. No matter what we do, we can’t 

get rid of it. And wherever we go, we end up spreading our sin. You know how mud leaves mud marks across the 

house? Our sins leave marks on people too. We hurt other people’s feelings with some things we say. When we hit 

or kick our brothers and sisters, it hurts them—sometimes makes them cry—and we can see how our sin has hurt 

them! Our sin makes a terrible, painful mess! 

Going back to the mud—how do you clean the mud off your clothes and bodies? There’s only one way. You wash it 

off with pure, clean water. Your clothes go in the washing machine, and you go in the bath! The water washes you 

free from all the mud. And not only are you clean, but once it’s washed off, are you going to leave muddy handprints 

on the things you touch? Are you going to leave muddy footprints across the floor? No! Because you’re clean, 



everything else stays clean too. Jesus died and rose from the dead to forgive and take away your sin. He washes 

away your sin with His holy, precious blood and then with the clean water of Baptism that gives you what Jesus did 

on the cross. Jesus washes your sins away so that your whole body is cleansed. 

Now you use your words and actions to help people. Washed from sin, you use your words to encourage others 

instead of hurting their feelings. Washed from sin, you use your hands and feet to help up your brothers and sisters 

who fell or to get them a cup of water, instead of hurting them. Jesus washes away our sins so that our words and 

actions may be clean as well.  

Dear Jesus, thank You for washing all my sins away in my Baptism! Amen. 

 

If you wish to view, download, or print copies of anything in the bulletin from online, either the 

Sermon, Prayer, Children’s Address, Article, or the Bulletin please visit the AELC Website at 

www.aelc.org.au/resources/ 

 

Sunday of the Church Year: the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Violence and destruction snuff out life! Mourning crescendos as cruelty erupts. But the Lord remains strong as our warrior—our 

deliverer from evildoers. And as we battle sin and its consequences to our body and soul, we cling to Christ, who is obedience, 

justification, and righteousness. In Him, we claim all these blessed attributes and live, fearing not those things that seek to 

destroy but in all circumstances acknowledging and confessing Christ before all men! 

 

Upcoming Service Times 
June 28  

Fifth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

10:00am Aubigny Preaching (MS) 

8:30am Oakey Preaching (MS) 

9:30am Greenwood Lay Reading 

9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading 

9:00am Marburg Holy Communion (Baptism) 

Readings: Jeremiah 28:5-9, Romans 7:1-13, 

Matthew 10:34-42 

Hymns: 757, 685, 583, 851 

Marburg Hymns: 592, 685, 583, 560, 625, 

851 
Liturgical Colour: 

Green 

July 5 
Sixth Sunday after 

Pentecost 

9:30am Aubigny Lay Reading 

8:30am Oakey Holy Communion 

10:15am Greenwood Holy Communion 

9:00am Toowoomba Lay Reading 

9:00am Lowood Preaching (MS) 

Readings: Zechariah 9:9-12, Romans 7:14-

25a, Matthew 11:25-30 

Hymns: 504, 699 (tune 444LSB), 832, 576 

(tune 613 LSB), 617, 662 Liturgical Colour: 

Green 

July 12 
Seventh Sunday after 

Pentecost 

10:45am Aubigny Holy Communion 

8:30am Oakey Lay Reading  

9:30am Greenwood Lay Reading 

9:00am Toowoomba Holy Communion 

9:00am Marburg Lay Reading 

Readings: Isaiah 55:10-13, Romans 8:12-17, 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Hymns: 901, 577, 545, (560, 623), 655 
Liturgical Colour: 

Green 

 
  

http://www.aelc.org.au/resources/


Announcements 
www.aelc.org.au/whats-on 

Please note the changes to service times next week. 

Friday, 26 June, 7:30pm Bible Study for Oakey/Aubigny at Aubigny. 

Child Safety Reminder: (1) Congregations are reminded to please vote to adopt the proposed “Child Safety and 

Protection Risk Management Policy” (or suggest any required changes to be made). (2) Sunday School Teachers, 

please complete your Child Safety Training by the 28th of June. Instructions are in Child Safety Folder or email 

childsafety@aelc.org.au for instructions.  

 

Contact Information 
Contact AELC (Church Office) – contact@aelc.org.au  

Pastor Peter Ziebell – revpeterziebell@aelc.org.au  

Matthew Sippel – matthewsippel@aelc.org.au  

Child Safety Officer – childsafety@aelc.org.au   

Church Locations: For all church locations and their details throughout the AELC, please go 

to www.aelc.org.au/church-locations  

Online Giving: For online/electronic giving/offerings and for church bank details to set up a recurring direct debit, 

please go to www.aelc.org.au/online-giving 

 

ABOUT THE AELC 
The Australian Evangelical Lutheran Church (AELC) believes that the Holy Scriptures are the 

inspired, inerrant, infallible, and authoritative Word of God, and accordingly, believe that the Holy 

Scriptures are the sole source of what we believe, teach, and confess. We subscribe to The Book 

of Concord of 1580, The Word Shall Stand (1990) and The AELC Statement of Faith as correct 

expositions of Scripture, which address issues that have arisen throughout history by the Word of 

God. We continue to confess the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church wherever she is 

found and stand on Scripture alone as God’s Word to us. We teach the message of Christ crucified 

for sinners. We teach that salvation is by God’s grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone. 

 

 

Weekly Readings 
Sunday, June 21 Psalms 33-34. 

Luther’s Small Catechism with 

Explanation (2017) 

pp. 205 - 221,  

The Third Article 

Part 2 

Questions 201 -218 

Monday, June 22 Psalms 35-36. | Acts 17. 

Tuesday, June 23 Psalms 37-39. 

Wednesday, June 24 Psalms 40-42. | Acts 18. 

Thursday, June 25 Psalms 43-45. 

Friday, June 26 Psalms 46-48. | Acts 19. 

Saturday, June 27 Psalms 49-50. | Acts 20. 
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