Children's Address:
Friend

You all have friends, don't _leM./ It's greaf to have
friends, isn't it! You can p/ay with your friends

and. have fun. You can 90 /o/aaes with them.

Py

Hm/e yOM ever done SOVVlefhiVlg mean to a fr‘iend? /V\agbe _leM gO‘f' mad

Mﬂ_ljbe _(jOM can hﬂl/‘e a friend come over and spend

the nighf.

one day and, said you didn't like them. Maybe you even said you didn't
want to be their friend anymore. That sure/y hurt their fee/ings. Since
we 're sinful, we sometimes do that—even fhough we know we should

a/wa_tjs be nice to our friends and not say or do Hqings that hurt them.

God. is our best friend. More than _jusf fun, He loves us, gives us every
gooal fhing, and. is even qoing to take us to heaven someday. But every
da_lj we do fhings that hurt God —like any time we hurt another one of
His children, like when we're mean to our friends. But God still wants
to have us as His friends. That's why He sent Jesus to die on the cross
for us. Jesus' death on the cross took away all our sins, the mean fhings
we 've done to our friends, the ways we ‘ve hurt God Himself, They 're

forgilfen.

If we've been mean to a friend, we mighf think he or she will on/y be
our friend aqgain if we do somefhing rea//y extra good for them —like give
them a presenf or somefhing. But it shouldn't be that way, and it's
cer‘fain/y not that way with God. Because of Jesus d_tjin_q for us, Ood is
a/ready our best friend aqain. (od says we don't have to do anyfhing

to make Him like us aqain.

But here's what God does want us to do: He wants us to be nice to

others when fheg ‘ve been unkind. to us. /V\agbe you ‘ve had a friend who



was mean to you. God wants us to for‘giue that friend. He wants us to
be kind and friend/_tj to him or her again. He doesn't want us to say,
“Since you were mean to me, ['ll never like you again. * In other words,

God wants us to do for others what He has done so kind/y for us. He

still loved us when we hurt Him, and we can do that for our friends too.

Dear God, I am sorry when [ do bad Hqings to You and to one another.
Please forgil/e me and, he//o me to be kind to others and forgil/e them as

YOM hal/e for_qil/en me. /\men.



