Children's Address:
| Peter I:4

What do we have a /aicfure of '/'Oda_lj ?
Yep, it's a torch. What do we use
these for? One of the most imporfanf

uses of a torch is to /arovide /ighf for
us in the dark, so we don't gef hurt

bg not seeing dangers. So, we make
sure that any torch we have is in
Iner‘feaf condition: we check that the
bulb works and that it has _qood batteries. Nowr, when we switch it on,
we know that it works! But what happens it [ switch it on and forgef
to switch it off? Is that a good idea? Of course, it will run out of
enerqy and, stop working.

Howr about this idea? [ turn it off, but once a week I come and turn it
on for a couple of minutes just to make sure it's still working. Will the
baHer_lj still be like new five years from now when [ rea//y need to use
the torch? No, the batteries will be /osing enerqy even if [ _jusf check
them.

Well, howr about this? | _jusf leave the torch off. Will it still be _jusf as
brighf ten years from now if [ don't use it until then? Nope, it mighf
not even work, because even with the torch off, the batteries s/ow/y

drain.

But now let's think about somefhing (od does for us b_lj His power:
Jesus d_qing on the cross and defeaﬁng sin, death, and the devil. Wow!
And Jesus rose from the dead three dags later. He lives! So uhen you
were ba/aﬁsed, Jesus gave you the for_qil/eness of your sins and, the _thf



of eternal life nour. And there's more to come! God wants you to live

that life with Him in Inerfecf bodies in heaven someday. What a giﬁ./

It's been many years since Jesus won that giﬁ‘ of eternal life for you.
And it may be a /on_q time from nowr until you Il be broughf to live with
Him in heaven. Do you think eternal life with Jesus will still be just as
wondertful, peaaefu/, and _joyous when you fina//y go to heaven? You
bet! God is the giver and keeper of life! In our Second Reading today,
the /\Inosf/e Peter says that the life God wants to live with you is "ke/m‘
in heaven for you "—alwags ready and, waiting ( | Peter | :h—). It's Jjust

as wondertul as when Jesus won it for us, and it will not die out like a

torch.

So we get concerned here on earth about things running doun, getting
broken, or fading. Not so with God.'s giﬁ‘ of eternal life. And since we
know it's waiting for us and that God's a/ready done el/er‘yfhing to
br‘ing us to heaven with Him, we can live here and he/p others.

[hant You, Jesus, for glving me eternal litz. [ bnow that [ have a home

Wﬂ/f/hg for me that never tades or dies out! Amen.



