Children's Address:
One Wa_tj Street

What does this sign tell Ineop/e
when fheg 're driuing? It means

traffic moves in both directions on

this street.

o /"

/V\ang of our re/afionshi/os with
/oeop/e 90 like that. They 're like a fwo-wa_tj street, where fhings
g0 in both directions. A saying about that is, "If you scratch
my back, I'll scratch yours. " It means that if [ do someﬂqing
nice for you, you should do the same for me. This is usua//y the
way it is between brothers and. sisters, as well as with your
friends. Unforfunafelg, if someone does somefhing bad. to us,
we often want to do somefhing bad. in return to them. Our

re/afionships are often like a fwo-way street.

But who knowss what this sign means ? [+ means the traffic is
on/y going in one direction. To drive the wrong way on a one-

way street is very dangerous.

In our reading from Romans foday, Paul says that our
re/aﬁonship with God is not like a fwo-wag street. It isn't like

if [ do good fhings for God, then He will be good to me. Or if |
do somefhing bad againsf God, He wHill lm,mish me.



No, instead, betureen you and God, it's like a one -way street.
We do not and cannot work our way up to God. Instead, it's
all about God coming to us and giving us so many gifts in
Jesus. What are some of His giffs to
us? How about fhings like love,
forgil/eness, life, mercy, and grace.
How about the wonderful _qiff of being
adolufed into (od's fami/y in our
ba/oﬁsm? God giu‘es us new life,

makes us His chi/dren, wrashes away

our sins, and delivers many other
wonderful promises. All God, all

grace, all giff, one way to us!

We simlalg receive these giffs, like you do on your birfhdag or
at Christmas. That's what we call faith. Faith is loe/ieuing that
God is doing the whole J'olo of giving giffs to us, that we don't
do angfhing to gef them, that it's a one -way street with God
the on/y one dril/ing. As we heard in foday 's Second Reading
from Romans, this is howr it was /ong aqgo with Abraham. He is
the father of all who believe —that means each and every one of
gou—a// because of Abraham’'s great-great-many-times great-

gmndson Jesus /iuing, dying, and r‘ising for us.

[hant You, bod, for se/m//hy Your Son, Jesus, 1o be my
Saviour. brant me taith to believe that He has died and risen

agam For me, and that [ now have #e tree _7/'75‘ of eternal /e
with You! Amen.



