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THE AUSTRALIAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH


August/September 2022
ABORTIONS IN QUEENSLAND

The results of a research study on the incidence of late-term abortion conducted in Queensland which was reported in The Courier-Mail on Monday 12th September are most concerning.

The article quoted Professor Sailesh Kumar, a senior staff specialist in Maternal Foetal Medicine and Obstetrics at the Royal Brisbane and Women's Hospital. The research was an investigation into the rates of and reasons for late abortion at the Centre for Advanced Prenatal Care at this hospital. 

The study reported that over the decade from 2010 - 2020, which included the two years after which abortion to birth was legalised in Queensland, the average gestational age was 24 weeks, ranging from 17 to 37 weeks and one day. In that time, 305 late-term abortions were performed with an annual increase from 20 in 2010 to 54 in 2020.

The most frequent reported abnormalities were for neurological abnormalities, cardiac malformations and aneuploidy or genetic syndromes. "Aneuploidy" means a condition where there are one or more extra chromosomes or the absence of one or more chromosomes than the normal number. Thus, it includes conditions such as Downs Syndrome also known as Trisomy 21.

In 2018, the Queensland government removed abortion from the Criminal Code and legalised it through the "Termination of Pregnancy Act 2018". Abortion is legal up to 22 weeks for any reason and thereafter for reasons including the "current and future physical, psychological and social circumstances" of the woman with no legal upper limit. Two specialists must agree to the abortion after 22 weeks.

Through the debate, the government continued to deny that abortion would increase and that only unborn babies affected by lethal abnormalities were aborted later in pregnancy.

However, this study confirms what Cherish Life originally pointed out about the government’s 2018 law, which is that it does allow "abortion to birth". What else can be said when a 37-week-old unborn child is killed under this legislation? This was a full term baby.

Why would any two specialists agree to that when in only a few short weeks the baby may be birthed and adopted if the mother is unable to care for her baby?

It is also obvious that this extreme law is being used not just to end the lives of unborn human beings with conditions incompatible with life, but to permit the killing of unborn babies whose disability escaped attention earlier in pregnancy. This practice is even being described as "essential" by "foetal medical experts" to allow for "more informed decisions about late termination".

So the current Queensland abortion law has largely legalised eugenics by removing all effective barriers against the practice of second and third trimester abortion for foetal abnormalities.

Whilst some specialists may like to argue that this “search and destroy” mission is restricted to severe or lethal abnormalities, there is no proof for this. The range of targeted abnormalities may vary greatly in severity and may even be correctable before or after birth.

Cherish Life was wrongly accused of misrepresenting the Labor Government’s 2018 legislation and even lying to MPs and the public, while the government promised it would make no difference at all to the numbers of abortions performed.

However, legalisation only ever increases the frequency of a practice because it makes acceptable what was previously unacceptable.

ONE THING NEEDFUL
Context is everything. Social media has not learned this and even the news media rips words from their context, and they say something different than what is meant. Jesus is on the road, heading toward His final destination – to Jerusalem and the cross, when He entered the village of Bethany. Bethany was about two miles east of Jerusalem, and it is here where Jesus made a house call. Unlike the Samaritan village that rejected Jesus (Luke 9), Bethany welcomed Him (Luke 10:38 ff). Bethany is where Mary and Martha, who were followers of Jesus, lived. Martha invited Jesus into their home, and, as any good host, was seeing to the needs of her guest by preparing a meal.

Mary, however, was sitting at the feet of the Lord Jesus. She was focused upon His word. Her posture is not accidental. It is the stance of those who learn in submission to their teacher. Martha wanted to pay attention to the word of the Lord but she was distracted. It was her house. These were her guests. There was much to be done. She had a meal to prepare and no freezer to draw from or microwave to make it easy. Perhaps an animal had to be slaughtered, a fire prepared, meat roasted, and bread made. It was not a small deal. Martha was a generous soul. In Luke 8 we are told that she gave the disciples from her supplies all they needed. Martha was bearing this burden alone and she was upset by it.

She interrupted Jesus and asked Him to admonish Mary for not helping her sister. “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do the serving alone? Tell her to help me, then!” She expected Jesus to say that He did care and He would tell Mary to help. She had no conception that Jesus would respond otherwise. She was shocked by how Jesus responded. Now be careful here. Jesus does not rebuke her. This is the same Jesus who just spoke about the Good Samaritan and He is not about to suggest that anyone should be indifferent to the needs of others. So gently, our Lord addresses her. “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted about many things, but only one thing is needed”

Mary has chosen the good portion – food for the body has to be made and eaten day after day after day until you die. But the food for the soul that Mary has chosen cannot ever be taken from her and will be with her to everlasting life. Mary is not better than Martha. Mary did see what Martha, consumed by all her busyness, did not see. Now Jesus invites Martha to see and choose with Mary the better portion. To have now that which is eternal.

There are many Martha’s in our world today and perhaps many in our congregations and probably many who used to be here and are no longer. The world is filled with stress and anxiety, with fear and worry, with uncertainty and despair. Anyone who has lived through the past couple years and has not found themselves overcome and overwhelmed by the things we have endured is a better person than I am. Our lives are a mess of obligations and duties and of troubles and trials. So often the only thing we long for is time alone without having to think of what is on the news or trending on Facebook or tweeting on Twitter. We don’t want the phone to ring or people to come to our doors. We may not be Mary or Martha but Jonah who wants to hide from God and everybody.

The world around us presses us with the insistence that if we are not happy, there is something wrong. The drug companies insist that if we are not pain free, something is wrong. The financial gurus tell us that if we are not putting away money for dream vacations and retirement, something is wrong. In the end, we fear we are wrong. We are like children who pin our happiness to a new toy or like whiners who cry about every hangnail or the jealous who wish we could go to where the Facebook friends have gone and post the pictures of our leisure. Perhaps we are like Martha but fretting not about food but about life and all its busyness. Then comes the Church with all its activities and it seems like the Church is pressing us and making demands of us just like every other group. What can we do?

Jesus had already chosen the one thing needful. He was headed to Jerusalem and the cross. He stopped along the way, but He would not be moved from the future that waited for Him in betrayal, suffering, and death. Because He knew that in this obedience unto death would come forgiveness and life for the Mary’s of this world and the Martha’s and everyone in between. Mary caught a glimpse of this and knew that her future lie being near the Word of God. What seemed indifference to the things of the household and the world was not. It was the wisdom of faith that recognised where her future and life were to be found. In Jesus alone.

This story is not about Bible study but about Jesus. He is the story of the Bible, its author and its plot. We do not study the Bible to find out things but to know Him of whom the law and the prophets and the writings testify. We read, learn, and inwardly digest this Word not as a book to be learned but as the Saviour to know, to trust, and to love. He is the focus. He is the Word. He is the story in the Word.

His is the obedient life that has been counted as your righteous clothing. His is the death of your sin once for all. His is the life that opens the grave and gives hope and promise to us in the constraints of our mortality. His is the future prepared for you and for all who love His appearing. Because He lives, you live. Because He loves you, you love Him and love one another. Because He forgives, you are reconciled to God and reconcile yourselves to one another. He is the one thing needful. And we know Him through the voice of His Word.

Like all of us who get caught up in the affairs of the moment, Martha wanted to sit at the feet of Jesus. But she felt she could not. She had too much on her plate. Our Lord loved Martha and refused to rebuke her generosity in opening her home and giving herself and her things to Jesus. But He also loved her enough to point her to the one thing needful that served her and will serve us everlasting life. It is the Lord, speaking through His Word and feeding in His Holy Supper. He is the Word that accomplishes salvation for us and He is the bread that satisfies our hunger and need forevermore.

Sunday morning is not simply one more thing on your busy schedule. It is the only thing needful in a world of extraneous things that have no lasting value. He is the Word who speaks life and hope and forgiveness into your ears. He is the Bread who feeds you everlasting life. There is nothing more important or urgent that Christ and His grace sufficient for all your needs of body and soul here and sufficient to deliver you to everlasting life.

This is not a story about priorities. God knows we might need a good lesson in making better choices about the priorities in our lives. Jesus is not one thing among many but the only thing needful. You were His focus in life, in the suffering of the cross, and in the glory of the resurrection. For you, for the joy of your salvation, He endured it all, set His face to Jerusalem, and was determined to do all that was necessary that you might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom forevermore. As a people so loved, could we love Him any less? 
THE ROOT OF UNGRACEFULNESS
Where do our ungraceful reactions come from?

When we're under pressure, two factors collide: our sinful nature and difficult circumstances. We are broken people living in a broken world. The combination can be devastating.

Feeling stress is not a sin. Feelings aren’t sins. God created us as emotional beings. How we respond to feelings can be sinful.

When we react to stress with pettiness, we’re not honouring God. When we explode in anger, we’re not treating others as God desires. In those moments, rather than the Holy Spirit having His way, our sinful nature dictates our behaviours.

The Bible traces our sinful nature to the dawn of history. When Adam and Eve rebelled against God in the Garden of Eden, sin invaded the human race: “Sin came into the world through one man” (Romans 5:12). Sin became a part of our DNA, transmitted through every generation. We’re contaminated even before we’re born, as it says in Psalm 51:5: “I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.” Scripture describes us as “children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:3) and says that “everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin” (John 8:34).

Our sinful nature means we’re inclined toward wrongdoing. We’re predisposed to lose our cool, blow up, and make a mess of things. We’re volatile beings. We’re storms brewing. The potential for sinful actions is always there. An alignment of wrong conditions stirs up the storm within. The result can be minimal damage or devastating destruction.

That’s how it works. Circumstances press upon our sinful nature and push us over the edge. We express God-given feelings in ungodly ways. Under pressure, we have a hard time containing our discomfort. Others bear the brunt of our reactivity.

So how do we break the cycle of ungraceful words and actions? I aspire to be a more graceful person, and you probably do too. One of the most encouraging notes I’ve ever received was attached to a birthday present a few years ago. The note said, in part, “I know this is a tough season, and I admire the grace, poise, and leadership you continue to show. May God continue to give you the wisdom and guidance to shepherd His people.” Those three words meant the world to me: grace, poise, and leadership. I keep the note in my desk as a reminder of those ideals. At the time the note was given to me, I didn’t feel like the words applied. But knowing that someone else saw those qualities in me instilled confidence, and it cultivated gratitude in my heart. The gratitude was partly toward my friend for such a generous attribution. The bulk of the gratitude, however, was toward God.

During that tough season, whatever grace, poise, and leadership I showed was to God’s credit alone. None of us are at our best under stress. Left to our own devices under pressure, we’re more likely to exhibit the characteristics of ungraceful living. With God’s help, we can respond differently. We can be graceful people.

I want to emphasise that point: with God’s help. On our own, we struggle to resist our impulses. We lose our composure and become overly reactive. Left to ourselves, we inflict pain on others and ourselves.

By faith in Jesus, we have help. Jesus promised His followers, “I shall ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, to be with you forever” (John 14:16). The Helper, whom Jesus identifies as “the Spirit of truth” (v. 17), brings us to faith and enables us to live holy lives. Even when we’re under stress, the Holy Spirit is active in us and can produce godliness.

Romans 8 teaches us about life in the Spirit. Believers “walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit” (v. 4). Walking according to the Spirit has a tangible effect on how we live. Galatians 5:22-23 lists the fruit of the Spirit, the by-product of Jesus dwelling in your heart by faith: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”
The items in that list are exactly what we need! With God’s help, we can live gracefully, even when trials and troubles press down on us.
BAPTISM BRINGS A DYING TO LIVE
To sanctify means to make holy. We miserable unholy sinners are apprehended by Christ and recreated back into the image of God in our baptism. The water and the Word where we are splashed with grace is the beginning of God’s work of sanctification. We may think of Baptism as a portal through which God has His way with us, remaking us anew, and dragging us into His Kingdom. It is where God enters our space and time, sinks down into the mud of this fallen world, and makes what He desires us to be. Baptism is where God first nailed and killed us in the cross of Christ and then raised us up in faith as a new creation. We may think of Baptism as the gate to God is where He descends to us; where He deals with us according to His pleasure; and where the Saviour makes Himself and His savings gifts manifest. We must take God at His Word in Romans 6:3-4. He comes to kill and bring us into a spiritual death, drowning us in a word-joined watery grave. From such a watery bath, we are brought forth as a New Creation fashioned in the image of God (Eph. 4:24).

Notice the paradox in our baptism: God kills to make alive ­ from death to life we have come (Rom. 6:3-11). Christians are those who have fallen into the hands of the Heavenly Physician, and they are just dying to live. Indeed, without a death to sin, there is no life in Christ. The mighty Creator God comes to us through the simple earthly gate of ordinary human language and water. He masks Himself, hiding within these mundane opposites. He has His way with us according to His saving designs so that we might die to sin and live in Christ. Through the temporal, the common, and mundane chosen places, the extraordinary, supernatural God makes Himself manifest - and under the paradox of opposites - He takes deadly aim on us, that we might live. He rescues us from sin, death, and the Devil and creates in us a new everlasting life.

Baptism marks how God carries the Christian from the beginning of life in Christ to the fullness of salvation. Christians can actually say, I was baptised, I am baptised, and I shall be baptised. Baptism is simultaneously a dying and rising work that is accomplished at the beginning (as the gateway to God); it is a work that God continually accomplishes in the Christian's life; and, it is what He promises to accomplish in the end. The Christian lives and grows by a dying to sin and a living and growing in Christ that returns him to his baptism again and again. Notice the radical difference here. This does not involve human choice and commitment to get more spiritual goodies from God - as if Christianity provides us with an edge for better spiritual living - Life goes better with God! Rather God is the whole show. We are taken into custody by Christ. He moves in on us and crucifies us to die with Him to sin - and then gives us His righteousness and life itself.

We make progress in Christian life by starting over again by God’s baptismal work. We are always beginning anew - dying to sin and being made alive by His saving Word. Dying to live is Baptism’s signature on the whole character of Christian life. God slays and makes alive again and again. He does not stop at the baptismal font, but His baptismal covenant is renewed in us continually through His ministry of Law and Gospel. Dying to sin by the Law and rising again by the Gospel constitute the present - tense of Baptism for all God's children. These words kill and make alive, rendering us sinners and saints at the same time.
FROM THE PASTOR

We are once again gearing up for a busy part of life in the church. Soon we shall be celebrating the Reformation, then it’s only a few short weeks till Christmas! Christmas this year falls on a Sunday.
Our Reformation Day service is set down to be an AELC service at Bethlehem Toowoomba on Sunday, the 30th of October. The service will begin at 10.00am. Please come along if you can.
Sunday the 6th of November is the tentative date set down for a children’s Sunday School picnic at Marburg. Keep an eye on the weekly bulletin for confirmation of this. 

Confirmation classes have now begun, with 4 young girls from the Downs taking lessons. Please pray for these girls that they will learn further of the love Jesus has for them.  

As you can see from the pictures below, work is continuing on the hall at Bethlehem Toowoomba, and it is hoped this will be complete in the near future, depending on the weather. Thank you to all who have contributed both in time and money for this project. How a church and hall looks says a lot about the people who worship there. 
Hoping to see you all in Church!

Pastor
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LATEST AELC WEBSITE STATISTICS

The following are the latest figures from the AELC website:

The number of average daily visitors for the Jun-August period was 11178, up from 10744 in the last reporting period. Sundays and Tuesdays continue to be the busiest days. 
� A recent email received from Cherish Life, Queensland





