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The Ascension of our Lord 

HYMNS:   111   114   788   430 

INTROIT: All you peoples, clap your hands! Shout to God with the 

sound of joyful shouting! 

For the LORD Most High is awesome; He is the great King over all the 

earth. 

May He subjugate peoples under us, and nations under our feet. 

He chooses our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom He has 

loved. 

God has gone up with a joyful shout, the LORD, with the sound of a 

ram’s horn. 

Sing praise to God, sing praise! Sing praise to our King, sing praise! 

For God is the King of all the earth; sing a psalm of praise! 

God has been reigning over the nations; God has been sitting on His holy 

throne. 

The nobles of the peoples have gathered together as the people of the 

God of Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong to God. He is 

greatly exalted.           Psalm 47 

COLLECT: Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and 
mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

READINGS:  Acts 1:1-11    He was lifted up, and a cloud took Him away. 

   Ephesians 1:15-23    He made Him sit as His right hand in heaven. 

   Luke 24:44-53    He was taken up to heaven. 

SERMON :    Ephesians 1:15-23    THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE 
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The Ascension of Christ Jesus  

The book of Acts gives us the fullest account of Jesus’ ascension into 

heaven (1:1-11). Christ’s ascension was not a physical removal of His 

human nature to some remote spot in the universe (such as Reformed 

theology believes). Heaven is simply where God is. Jesus says, “See that 

you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven 

their angels always see the face of My Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 

18:10). Revelation 11:12 also says, “Then they heard a loud voice from 

heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in 

a cloud, and their enemies watched them.”  

Jesus’ ascension into heaven is not a change of location but a change of 

status. He withdrew His visible presence from His disciples (Acts 1:9). 

Yet He has assured us of His continuing presence. He tells us, “For where 

two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them” (Matt. 

18:20) and “I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20).  

Jesus’ ascension into heaven was a public certification for His disciples 

of His lordship over creation. When a king is crowned or a Prime Minister 

is inaugurated, he already possesses the power and authority of the office 

by virtue of descent or election. The coronation or inauguration simply 

certifies publicly that he is entering in upon the exercise of the office that 

is his. In a similar way, Christ, from conception, possessed, in His human 

nature, properties He had received from His divine nature. During His 

humiliation, Jesus had refrained from the full and constant exercise of 

these properties. When He became alive again and descended into hell to 

proclaim His victory, Jesus fully exercised the properties His human 

nature had received from the divine. Jesus’ ascension into heaven 

publicly certified His exalted status for His disciples of all ages. He rules 

this world in the interest of His church. 

Jesus’ ascension into heaven, then, is important for three reasons: 

1. It certifies Christ’s lordship over all creation, which He governs 

as exalted Lord in the interest of His church (Eph 1:20-22). 

2. It assures us that Jesus has gone to heaven to prepare a place for 

us (John 14:2-3). Because Jesus has come from heaven and has 



returned to heaven (John 3:13; 6:33,38), we are assured He will 

also take us there when He comes again.  

3. It assures us that Jesus is pleading our case before God in heaven. 

He who is God and can do all things is also man who suffered and 

was tempted as we are. Thus He can empathise with us and 

effectively plead our case before God in heaven (1 Jn 2:1,2; Heh 

4:15,16). 

In his Letter to the Ephesians, Paul states how God seated Jesus at His 

right hand (1:20).  

The expression we often hear of “the right hand of God” is 

anthropomorphic, that is, it ascribes to God a human characteristic. “God 

is spirit” (John 4:24). He does not have a right hand as we do. The “right 

hand of God” signifies a position of power not a physical location (Psalm 

118:15-16; 139:10; Matt. 26:64). Paul described what is meant by Jesus 

sitting at the right hand of God as follows: 

… “how incomparably great His power is for us, who believe according 

to the working of His mighty power. 20 He worked with that same power 

in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right 

hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule, authority, power, 

dominion and every other name that can be mentioned, not only in this 

age but also in the one to come. 22 He also put everything under His feet 

and appointed Him as the Head of everything, for the benefit of the 

church, 23 which is His body, filled completely by Him who fills everything 

in every way” (Eph. 1:19-23). 

Christ, in His exalted state, governs and directs the affairs of this world 

also according to His human nature, which has received this property 

from His divine nature. Christ will not cease to carry out His governance 

on our behalf. All things will work for the good of God’s children (Rom. 

8:28). Jesus, who has given His life for us, directs the affairs of this world 

so that we shall be with Him in heaven. Thus we need not fear the devil 

and the world with their hostility for Christ and His church. Christ lives! 

He reigns! The same Jesus who has given His life for us will make all 

things work out for our eternal good. 



Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au.  

Weekly Sunday School lessons are also now available in the Members section.  

If there are any late changes to be made to divine services, these will be listed 

immediately on the website. If you are unsure, please contact pastor. 

COMING SERVICES 

5 June 

PENTECOST 

12 June 

TRINITY SUNDAY 

19 June 

2 PENTECOST 

   

8.30am OAK HC 

9.00am TMBA LR 

9.30am AUB LR 

10.15am GRN HC 

9.00am LOWOOD LR 

8.30am OAK LR 

9.00am TMBA HC 

9.00am GRN LR 

10.45am AUB HC 

9.00am MARBURG LR 

8.30am OAK LR 

9.00am TMBA LR 

9.00am GRN LR 

9.30am AUB LR 

9.00am LOWOOD HC 

Sunday, 5 June 

READINGS: Genesis 11:1-9; Acts 2:1-21;  John 14:23-31 

HYMNS: 129   121   446 (tune 328)   (772   292)   122 

Sunday, 12 June 

READINGS: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Acts 2:14a, 22-36; John 8:48-59 

HYMNS: 140   141   21   (313   323)   142 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wednesday, 1 June, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Bethlehem Toowoomba. Opening 

devotion: Fay. Choose a bible verse from Exodus 13-16. Item of interest: Favourite movie.  

Tuesday, 7 June, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey. Opening devotion: Jeff.  

BIBLE STUDIES for JUNE: 

Saturday, 4 June. 1.00pm at Toowoomba. 

Sunday, 26 June. O/A/G combined after service. 

Sunday, 19 June. After service at Lowood.  

 

Pastor is organising a visit to members in the southern states sometime toward the end of 

June, early July. The dates are yet to be confirmed, however, there is possibly going to be a 

change to services for at least one Sunday. Keep an eye on your bulletins where this will be 

announced.  

http://www.aelc.org.au/

