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INTROIT: Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures for
ever.
Let Israel say: “For His mercy endures for ever!…”
Open to me the gates of righteousness; I shall go through them; I shall give
thanks to the LORD.
This is the gate of the LORD, through which righteous people will enter.
I shall give thanks to You, for You have answered me, and You have become
my Salvation.
The stone that the builders have rejected has become the Chief Cornerstone.
This has been the doing of the LORD; it is marvellous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
I beg You, O LORD, save me! I beg You, O LORD, give me success!
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD! We have blessed you people
from the house of the LORD.
God is the LORD, and He has given us light. Tie the festive procession together
with branches of trees as far as the horns of the altar.
You are my God, and I shall praise You; You are my God; I shall honour You
highly.
Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His mercy endures for ever!
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
COLLECT: Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross.
Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great humility and
patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Deuteronomy 32:36-39 “I kill and I make alive.”
Philippians 2:5-11 Although He was God, He humbled Himself.
John 12:12-19 Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.
SERMON: John 12:12-19 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith

Thy Will Be Done
God’s will is good and gracious. God reveals His good and gracious will in His Word.
God’s will is revealed in the Law. It is God’s will that we have no other gods, that we
use His name properly, that we sanctify the holy day with His Word, i.e. go to church
on Sundays regularly. It is God’s will that we honour and obey God’s authorities in
home, state, and church, that we care for our neighbour’s body, that we are faithful in
our marriages, that we respect our neighbour’s property and reputation, that we are
content with the gifts God has given us. This is the good and gracious will of God for
us.
It is also God’s will that all people would be saved and come to the knowledge of the
truth. And that truth is Jesus Christ, who has died to atone for the sins of the world and
who lives that the world may have life believing in His name. It is God’s will that no
one should perish but that everyone would be brought to repentance and faith. The good
and gracious will of God is a will to save from sin, from the power of the devil, from
the accusation of the Law, from a troubled conscience, and from death and damnation.
This is the good and gracious will of God toward us.
Some agonise over what is God’s will for their lives. As a pastor, I am constantly asked
by people: “What is God’s will for my life?” It isn’t hard. Review the Ten
Commandments. In addition, it is God’s will that we receive His forgiveness through
the death and resurrection of Jesus by being baptised, hearing the absolution, the
preaching the Gospel, eating and drinking Christ’s body and blood, and that we lead
godly lives as His free and forgiven children. This is the good and gracious will of God.
The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer. However, Jesus
wants you to pray that God’s will be done in your life. “Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven.”
In heaven, God’s will is unopposed. Who would dare? Who would want to oppose
God’s will in heaven? No one, of course. But on earth, that is a different story. God’s
will to save sinners in Jesus Christ encounters immense opposition. On earth, the devil,
the world and our sinful selves oppose God’s will! These three incessantly resist and
wage war against the good and gracious will of God. They seek to overthrow His
kingdom and mock His name.
Scripture teaches that the devil is a roaring lion looking for someone to devour (1 Peter
5:8). He cannot bear to have anyone teach and believe rightly. He hates it when his lies
and abominations are exposed. He flips out when people have their sins forgiven for
Jesus’ sake when believers in Christ lead godly lives to the praise and honour of God’s
name.
The devil knows that he has willing allies in the world and our own sinful flesh. He
knows the greedy, self-centred ruthlessness of a world hellbent, and he recruits and
marshals his volunteers with his ranting and raving. He is a clever devil – beautiful,
seductive, coy, handsome, appealing. The grass on his side is always greener. The
worship of his name is so much more appealing. He offers so much fun. He hides the

consequences. He waves all sorts of treasures before our eyes: power, possessions, sex,
money, fame, celebrity, popularity, pleasure. “All these I will give to you if you bow
down and worship me” (Matt. 4:9). The devil knows that our sinful human flesh is
hellbent against God, that it wants so desperately to be “like God” and to live for self.
And so he stirs up in us doubt, despair, lust, greed, envy, covetousness, hopelessness,
depression, and rage.
“Thy will be done.” This is a bold way of praying. Jesus prayed this way in
Gethsemane on the night He was betrayed into death. “My Father, if it is possible, let
this cup pass away from Me! Nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will!” (Matthew
26:39). If Jesus prays this way, how much more must we pray this way too?
“Thy will be done, Father - in our homes, our families, our marriages, and our
bedrooms. Thy will be done - in our work, our play, our worship. Thy will be done - in
our sicknesses, suffering and service. Thy will be done - in our doubt, our despair, and
in the hour of our death.
“Thy will be done” is a bold declaration of war against everything that would get in
the way of our salvation. It is a demand that God gets in the way of our damnation, that
He meddle and interfere with our lives.
In Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, we are presented with “A Short Form
of Confession.” This is a form of private Confession and Absolution. In it, the penitent
is given to say: “Dear confessor, I ask you please to hear my confession and to
pronounce forgiveness IN ORDER TO FULFILL GOD’S WILL.” Could that really be?
Can it really be the fulfilling of God’s will that we confess our sinfulness in His presence
and be freely forgiven in the name of His Son?
The answer is “YES” and “AMEN.” The good and gracious will of God is that sinners
bow before Him, confess their sins and receive the free gift of forgiveness. This is why
He has sent His Son to be born of a woman and then to die and be damned for the sin of
the world as He hung on the cross. This is why God gives us His holy Word, why He
instituted Baptism and the Holy Supper. It is why He calls and ordains pastors and
authorises them to speak forgiveness in His name with the promise that the forgiveness
they speak is God’s own forgiveness. This is why God gathers congregations around the
Word and the sacraments. It is so that His good and gracious will to save may be done
among us and with us and in us.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au.
Weekly Sunday School lessons are also now available in the Members section.
If there are any late changes to be made to divine services, these will be listed
immediately on the website. If you are unsure, please contact pastor.

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com or to the church office at ddaelc@gmail.com.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
MAUNDY THURSDAY
SERVICES

Wednesday, 13 April, 7.30pm
AUB HC
Thursday, 14 April, 7.00pm
MARBURG HC

GOOD FRIDAY

EASTER SUNDAY

9.30am HC at Bethlehem 8.30am OAK LR
Toowoomba, 41 Buckland 9.00am TMBA LR
9.00am GRN LR
Street, Harristown.
9.30am AUB LR

All congregations are 9.00am MARBURG HC
invited to attend. If
individual congregations
still wish to go ahead with
their own Good Friday LR
service, please tell Pastor so
he can arrange bulletins etc.

Wednesday 13 & Thursday 14 April
HYMNS: 327 295 284 789 283 59
Good Friday, 15 April
READINGS: Isaiah 52:13-53:12;

Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9; John 19:17-30

HYMNS: 63 67 70 78 291 (285 if needed) 81

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Last Wednesday’s mid-week Lenten bulletin and sermon are available to take home
today. They can also be accessed from the website.
Monday, 18 April, 10.00am. Parish Sunday School Picnic at Aubigny. Everyone is
invited. Could each family please provide something for a shared lunch? Children,
please take a colouring-in picture home with you today and enter it in the colouringin competition on the day.

