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Maundy Thursday
HYMNS: 327 295 284 789 283 59
INTROIT: What shall I repay to the LORD for all the good that He has done to
me?
I shall lift up the cup of salvation, and call on the name of the LORD.
I shall fulfil my vows to the LORD, right in the presence of all His people.
The death of His faithful people is precious in the sight of the LORD.
O LORD, I am indeed Your servant. I am Your servant, the son of Your
maidservant. You have undone the chains on my feet.
I shall offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving to You, and I shall call on the name of
the LORD.
I shall fulfil my vows to the LORD, right in the presence of all His people, in the
courts of the house of the LORD, in the middle of you, O Jerusalem. Praise the
LORD!
Psalm 116:12-19
COLLECT: O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance
of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your
body and blood that the fruits of Your redemption may continually be manifest
in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Jeremiah 31:31-34 “I shall make a new Covenant with the house
of Israel.”
Hebrews 10:15-25 “Since we have a High Priest… let us approach with a
true heart.”
Luke 22:7-20 Institution of the Lord’s Supper.
SERMON: Luke 22:7-20 A New Covenant in Jesus’ Blood

The Blood of the Covenant1
Repulsed by the Old Testament sacrifice of animals, many people close their eyes to
the truths in these portions of Scripture. They understand that the Old Testament points
to the promised Saviour of the New Testament, but the bloody stories of a warlike God
offend some.
However, the old covenant embodies the discipline, divine nature, and dramatic
revelation of a loving, trustworthy Lord. The Old Testament reveals
•

the depth of humankind’s depravity;

•

the seriousness of people’s sin;

•

the extent of God’s wrath;

•

the depth of God’s love;

•

the need for a redeeming Saviour.

Moses understood these issues. He told the Israelites that to cover human sin, blood
must be shed. The power of the blood must accompany any approach to the Father. And
as the blood of the old covenant spilled onto the altar and was sprinkled on the people,
God revealed His redeeming grace and the forgiving power of His mercy.
The Blood
Why blood? Moses explained, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have
given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood that
makes atonement by the life” (Lv 17:11). The rituals of blood pointed to the seriousness
of sin. Lifeblood must be given for atonement. Someone, or something, must give its
life. God’s wrath needed satisfaction. Rather than require the death of the guilty parties,
God offered grace by allowing the sacrifice of animals in their stead.
Yet in the deepest recesses of God’s heart, His delight was not in blood sacrifice but
in the yielding and surrendering of His people’s lives in dedication to Him. As Samuel
said to Saul, “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen
than the fat of rams” (1Sm 15:22). David also said, “For You will not delight in sacrifice,
or I would give it; You will not be pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God
are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise” (Ps 51:16–
17).
The blood, used to foreshadow the sacrifice of Christ, pointed to something deeper.
The Lord yearned for reconciliation and fellowship—something blood sacrifice could
only signify. He knew the blood spilled on the altar and sprinkled on the people was
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temporary. One blood sacrifice, greater than the blood of rams and goats, was needed to
change the focus from the Law to the incomprehensible mercy of God. One blood
sacrifice made on an altar of wood was still to come.
The Altar
Moses built an altar as his first sign of the covenant relationship to consecrate the
people to God (Ex 24:4–5). At the foot of the mountain, he ordered the slaughter of
animals. Although God had not yet fully described the importance of sacrifice in the
Law, Moses knew what he must do. To the Israelites and other ancient peoples, an altar
meant a place for putting something to death, not only physically but also in their hearts.
The altar also represented God’s presence.
The blood sprinkled on the altar represented a life offered, or poured out, to Him in
sacrifice. Sacrifices were not wasteful or extravagant acts of worship. Most sacrifices
were eaten. The altar was the point where the people, the priests, and God held a meal
together to show their relationship of peace and fellowship.
As a place of fellowship, consecration, and sacrifice, the altar had to be sanctified
through blood. The sanctified altar, then, became holy ground on which to lay the sin
offerings of the people. The throwing of blood on the altar signified access to God; the
blood of a chosen substitute replaced their own lives, now committed and dedicated to
Him.
The Cross
Jesus’ disciples understood the blood of the old covenant, but could they possibly
comprehend the depth of Christ’s words on Maundy Thursday evening when He lifted
a cup and spoke of the blood of the new covenant (Mt 26:27–28)? Christ often foretold
His suffering and death, yet no words could prepare the disciples for the events that
followed.
Another altar rose above the earth that Good Friday, wooden and roughly cut. It would
hold the Sacrifice, the One whose blood would redeem all people for all eternity. The
Father in heaven observed Jesus’ obedience and accepted the sacrifice. For in the
heavenly tabernacle, an everlasting covenant—a new covenant—was made (Heb 9:11–
14). By the cross, His disciples became partakers in His life and possessors of the
heavenly inheritance (Heb 9:16–22).
The New Covenant and You
Just as a meal followed the sacrifices of the old covenant, so God’s people commune
with Him today at the Lord’s Table. When you receive the body and blood of Christ,
His fullness fills you. His mercy forgives you. His grace redeems you. You rest assured
in the blotting out of all your sins (1Jn 1:7). With immediate deliverance and total
justification, you know that God’s wrath has been averted, for He no longer sees your
sins but the covering of blood sprinkled on your behalf.
In this new life, dedicate yourself in service to Him, for God has revealed the
redeeming grace of His love and the forgiving power of His mercy by the blood of the
new covenant. That blood, spilled on the altar of the cross, now saves you. You are His
forever.

Welcome to all worshipping with us tonight! Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com or to the church office at ddaelc@gmail.com.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
GOOD FRIDAY

EASTER SUNDAY

2 EASTER

Black or Bare
9.30am HC at Bethlehem
Toowoomba, 41 Buckland
Street, Harristown.
8.30am OAK LR
9.00am GRN LR

8.30am OAK LR
9.00am TMBA LR
9.00am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR
9.00am MARBURG HC

9.00am GRN HC Baptism
9.30am AUB LR
10.45am TMBA HC
Confirmation Service
7.00pm OAK HC
9.00am LOWOOD LR

Easter Sunday, 17 April
READINGS: Isaiah 65:17-25;

1 Corinthians 15:19-26;

Luke 24:1-12

HYMNS: 88 91 105 (95 763 tune 176) 761
The Second Sunday of Easter, 24 April
READINGS: Acts 5:12-32;

Revelation 1:4-18;

John 20:19-31

HYMNS: AUB/OAK/LOWOOD: 100 103 169 (839 292) 175
GRN: 276 100 103 839 292 279
TMBA: 299 103 301 839 292 175

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Monday, 18 April, 10.00am. Parish Sunday School Picnic at Aubigny. Everyone is
invited. Could each family please provide something for a shared lunch? Children,
if you haven’t already, please take a colouring-in picture home and enter it in the
colouring-in competition on the day.
Sunday, 1 May, 1.00pm at Bethlehem Toowoomba. Frank Steinhardt will be
celebrating his 85th birthday and is holding an afternoon tea with fellowship. All
members of the AELC are invited to attend. No cards or gifts, but please bring a
plate to share.

