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The Fourth Sunday in Lent

HYMNS: 60 75 305 408
INTROIT:
Blessed is the person whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the person whose iniquity the LORD does not count against him, and in whose spirit is no deceit.
When I kept silent, my bones were exhausted because of my groaning all day long.
For Your hand lay heavily on me by day and by night. The dry heat of summer overturned my energy.
I acknowledged my sin to You, and I did not hide my iniquity. I said, “I shall confess my rebellious acts to the LORD”, and
You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
For this reason, let every devout person pray to You in a time when You may be found. Surely, in a great flood of water it
will not reach him.
You are my hiding place. You will protect me from trouble. You will surround me with rejoicing over deliverance.
“I shall instruct you. I shall teach you in the way that you should go. I shall advise you as My eye watches over you.
Do not be like a horse or mule, which cannot understand. They are adorned with a bit and bridle, to check them, or they
will not come near you.”
The wicked man will have many pains; but mercy will surround the man who trusts in the LORD.
Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; and ring out a shout of joy,
all you who are upright in heart!
Psalm 32

COLLECT: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and although we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
SERMON: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 THIS MAN WELCOMES SINNERS AND EATS WITH THEM
READINGS: Isaiah 12:1-6 Songs of Praise.
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 Christ reconciled the world by exchanging His righteousness for its sin.
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 The Man welcomes sinners and eats with them.

Divine Ordinances and Natural Rights
In his discussion on the marriage of priests in the Apology, Melanchthon claims that our natural, human rights are
established by God’s ordinances in creation (Ap XXIII, 7-12). His ordinances are the decrees that institute and maintain right
order for life on earth. Thus natural rights are built into the natural order of the created world. Since that is so, human
regulations cannot abolish any natural right, such as the union of a man and woman in marriage. Only God can override or
change our natural rights. He concludes (Ap XXIII, 12): “Natural right is really divine right, because it is an ordinance
divinely stamped on nature.”
By the decrees, recorded in Genesis 1 and elsewhere, God still orders the world for human life and maintains human life.
By His powerful utterances in Genesis 1:3, 6 and 9 He creates the order that is needed for life to flourish on earth. By His
decree in Genesis 1:11 the earth produces vegetation. By His word of blessing to Adam and Eve in 1:20a He enables them
and their descendants to procreate. By His mandate for Adam and Eve in 1:20b He commissions them to rule over the earth
as co-workers with Him. By His mandate in 1:29 He provides food for them from the plants and trees.

These creative decrees that were once spoken at the beginning are still in force; they remain said. They do what they say.
So if God should no longer say, “Let there be light,” the whole cosmos would become dark and chaotic, formless and void,
unfit for life and growth; through them God maintains the conditions for life on earth. They create and uphold His order for
human life and for the reception of God’s earthly blessings. These divine ordinances sustain God’s good order in creation,
the order for the transmission of His blessings. Melanchthon rightly notes: “The Word of God formed human nature in such
a way that it may be fruitful not only at the beginning of creation but as long as this physical nature of ours exists. Likewise,
the earth became fruitful by this Word [Gen 1:11]: ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation; plants yielding seed.’ Because of this
ordinance, the earth commenced to produce plants not only in the beginning, but yearly the fields are clothed as long as this
natural order exists” (Ap XXIII, 8). By His declaration in 2:18 He also establishes and maintains the conjugal union of
husband and wife in marriage.
The same pattern continues after the fall. In response to Noah’s burnt offering after the flood in 8:21-22 the Lord decrees
that He will maintain the good order for human life on earth with the agricultural cycle of seedtime and harvest, the
meteorological cycle of hot and cold weather, the seasonal cycle of summer and winter, and the work cycle of day and night.
By His decree in 9:6 He protects human life from destruction by animals and other people; by His covenant in 9:8-16 with
Noah and all his descendants, He declares that He will never again destroy animal and human life on earth with another
flood. All these divine utterances remain in force until the end of the world; through them God maintains bodily life on earth.
They establish and maintain our human rights.
God defends these basic human rights through His law, natural law that is summarised in the second table of the Decalogue.
He protects the good gifts that He provides for humankind and the right order by which He delivers them to all people on
earth - parents and family, physical life and good health, sexual intercourse and marriage, money and property, justice and a
good reputation, the household as an economic unit and its physical assets. By His law He curbs social disorder and maintains
the order that is necessary for a fruitful human life on earth.

Even though the descendants of Adam turn from God and spurn Him, He still offers a fruitful life to them in the order of
creation. So if they are law-abiding people who respect God’s order for the world and human society, they enjoy His earthly
blessings. The promise attached to the fourth commandment applies to them; it will be well with them and they will live long
on the earth (Deut. 5:16). They will have good lives with good families, good marriages, and good communities. They will
be able to do good work in order to provide for others and look after the natural world that sustains them. They will be able
to enjoy food and drink and all the other good things that God so richly provides for their bodily enjoyment (1 Tim 6:17).
But all that depends on their respect for the life-giving, life-sustaining order by which God delivers these temporal blessings
to them. His ordinances give them their rights.

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com or to the church office at ddaelc@gmail.com.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
30 March Mid-week
LENTEN SERVICE

7.30pm OAK Vespers

3 April
5 Lent

8.30am OAK LR
9.00am TMBA HC
followed by Bible Study

6 April mid-week
LENTEN SERVICE

7.30pm GRN Vespers

9.00am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR
9.00am MARBURG LR
Wednesday, 30 March
HYMNS: 64 171 357 48v.3
Sunday, 3 April
READINGS: Isaiah 43:16-21

Philippians 3:4b-14;

Luke 20:9-20

HYMNS: 77 62 249 (tune 182) (372 294) 171

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Saturday, 2 April, 1.00pm. Saturday, Fellowship afternoon at Bethlehem Toowoomba. The afternoon will consist of fellowship,
card games etc, and a shared afternoon tea. All are welcome to attend.
Wednesday, 6 April, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Our Saviour Lowood. Opening Devotion: Julie Zischke. Choose a Bible verse
from Exodus chapter 5-8. Item of Interest: An Easter egg or gift to swap.

