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INTROIT: In You, O LORD, I have taken refuge. Let me never be ashamed!
In Your righteousness rescue me and deliver me! Turn Your ear to me and save me!
Be a rock of refuge for me, where I may go continually! You have given the command to save me. For You are my Rock
and my Fortress.
O my God, deliver me from the hand of a wicked person, from the grasp of one who is unjust and cruel!
For You are my Hope, O Lord GOD. You have been my Confidence since I was young.
I have been leaning on You from birth. You took me from my mother’s womb. My praise is continually about You.
Psalm 71:1-6
COLLECT: Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright.
Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Jeremiah 1:4-10, 17-19 I formed you. I am with you.
1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13 “The greatest of these is love.”
Luke 4:31-44 Jesus drives out demons.
SERMON: 1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13 The greatest gift is love
A Sword, not Peace
As we prepared for the coming of Jesus a couple months ago, we heard Scripture making the point that the birth of Jesus Christ brings peace.
We remember the words of Isaiah, “For a Child will be born for us. A Son will be given to us. The government will be on His shoulder, and His
name will be called: “Wonderful Counsellor,” “Mighty God,” “Everlasting Father,” “Prince of Peace.” (9:6). He then goes on to add, “There
will be no end to the growth of His dominion and peace. He will be on the throne of David and over His kingdom, to make it firm and to support
it with justice and righteousness from that time on and for ever” (9:7).
We also remembered the words of the angel to the shepherds: “I am bringing you Good News of great joy, which will be for all the people,
because a Saviour, who is Christ, the Lord, has been born for you today, in the city of David” (Luke 2:10-11). We are left in no doubt that this
Saviour brings peace as a multitude of the heavenly host praise God saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with
whom He is pleased!” (Luke 2:14).
The theme that Christ has brought peace resounds throughout the New Testament. Jesus promised, “Peace I am leaving with you. A peace that
is My own I am giving to you. I am not giving it to you as the world gives it. Let not your hearts be troubled or afraid” (John 14:27). Peter told
Cornelius and those gathered with him that the word that God had sent to Israel was one of telling the “Good News of peace through Jesus
Christ” (Acts 10:36). Paul wrote to the Romans, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1).
The apostle Paul says this peace does not only exist with God because of Christ. Jesus is also the source of peace between people. In particular,
He is the source of peace between Jew and Gentile as they are united in Christ. He told the Ephesians, “For He Himself is our Peace. In His
human nature He has made them both, Jew and Gentile, one, by breaking down the wall of hostility that kept them apart. He has abolished the
Law with its Commandments and Regulations, to create the two into one new person in Himself, so making peace, and that He may reconcile
them both to God in one body through His cross, on which He has killed the hostility. He came, telling the Good News of peace to you who were
far away and peace to those who were near” (Ephesians 2:14-17).
Because of this background, it seems quite shocking to hear Jesus say, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth! I have not
come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law. A person’s enemies will be those in his own home. Anyone who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy
of Me, and anyone who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. The person who does not take his cross and follow Me is not
worthy of Me. The one who has found his life will lose it, but the one who has lost his life for My sake will find it” (Matthew 10:34- 39).
Jesus Christ is God’s gift of peace and reconciliation for sinners through this death on the cross and resurrection from the dead. He means
peace and forgiveness between those who have received the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit in Baptism (Titus 3:5). Jesus
is the peace of knowing that death cannot separate us from God. To die is to be with Christ (Philippians 1:23), and our Lord will raise our bodies
on the Last Day (1 Corinthians 15:20-23). All of this is true for those who are in Christ - those who confess that Jesus is Lord and believe that
God has raised Jesus from the dead (Roman 10:9). But for those who do not believe in Jesus Christ, He is a source of division and conflict.
Those who do not want to listen to God’s Law, will not confess their sin. Instead, they want to hang on to it. They want to do things their own
way, and react in anger against anyone who speaks the truth about God’s will. They do not want Jesus Christ to be their Lord. Instead, they
embrace the multitude of false gods offered by our world. Jesus’ statement, “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me,” (John 14:6) evokes indignation because of the exclusive claim made by Christ.

Our Lord identifies family as the most basic setting where this occurs. Jesus brings peace to those who receive Him in faith. But where family
members do not, Jesus Christ becomes the source of strife. He does because the way of Christ and the way of the world are very different. Where
the world accepts fornication, living together outside of marriage, and homosexuality, Christ says these are sin. Where the world accepts unbelief
or “agnosticism” as normal, Christ says that they are the rejection of
Him. They bring damnation. There is no middle ground when it comes to Jesus Christ. Either He is your Lord, or the devil is your Lord. We
think of family as being the most important connection and relationship in life, but Jesus says, “Anyone who loves father or mother more than
Me is not worthy of Me, and anyone who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me” (Matthew 10:37). This means that as we deal
with family members who reject Christ and embrace sin, we must put the Lord and His will first. We must speak the truth and be willing to back
it up with action that confesses this truth (so for example, no, we won’t stay at a household where an unmarried son or daughter is living with a
girlfriend or boyfriend). The witness to Jesus Christ and His will is one of love, and so we seek to speak and act in a loving and caring fashion,
even when the content is not received as such.
This is a cross that none of us wants to face. Yet our Lord says, “The person who does not take his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me.
The one who has found his life will lose it, but the one who has lost his life for My sake will find it” (Matthew 10:38-39). Jesus calls us to take
up the cross of hardship and suffering. In fact, if God wills, He says we must do so even if it is costs us our life.
The call to take up the cross and follow Jesus comes from the Lord who has already died on the cross for us and risen from the dead. He is the
One who has given us peace – peace that has defeated death and gives us eternal life with God. He is our Lord who has risen from the dead.
Jesus prepares us for what we will face in the world, and by His Spirit leads us to confess Him as Lord in what we say and do.

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com or to the church office at ddaelc@gmail.com.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
5 Epiphany

8.30am OAK LR
9.00am TMBA LR
9.00am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR
9.00am MARBURG HC

6 Epiphany

9.30am OAK HC followed by
Bible Study
9.00am TMBA LR
9.00am LOWOOD LR

The Transfiguration

8.30am OAK LR
9.00am TMBA LR
9.00am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR
9.00am LOWOOD HC

Sunday, 6 February
READINGS: Isaiah 6:1-13;

1 Corinthians 14:12b-20;

Luke 5:1-11

HYMNS: 501 336 120 (852 71) 642
Sunday, 13 February
READINGS: Jeremiah 17:5-8;

1 Corinthians 15:1-20;

Luke 6:17-26

HYMNS:
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wednesday, 2 February, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at the Toowoomba church. Opening devotion: Margaret. Choose a Bible verse from
Exodus Chapter 1. Item: Transport related.
Tuesday, 8 February, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey.
Annual General Meeting dates so far:
Parish Executive:
Parish AGM:
Trinity Oakey:
St Paul’s Greenwood: Sunday, February 13, 7.30pm.
Bethlehem Toowoomba:
St John’s Aubigny:
Our Saviour Lowood:
Trinity Marburg:
Some members have sought further clarification for mask wearing at church. The following is the latest:
Under the Mandatory Face Masks Direction (No.2), face masks are currently required to be worn in all indoor settings, including churches and workplaces.
This means that people are required to wear a face mask when indoors on church premises, seated or when moving around in a church service or gathering,
including when leaving a seat to receive the Lord’s Supper, singing and entering or exiting a church building/space. Children under 12 are not required to
wear a face mask.

