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The Baptism of our Lord

HYMNS: 168 361 277 279
INTROIT: Give to the LORD, you heavenly beings, give to the LORD glory
and strength.
Give to the LORD the glory due to His name! Worship the LORD in holy
splendour!
The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory causes it to
thunder; the LORD is over many waters.
The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is majestic.
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; yes the LORD breaks in pieces the
cedars of Lebanon.
He also makes them skip about like a calf. He makes Lebanon and Sirion skip
about like a young wild ox.
The voice of the LORD stirs flames of fire.
The voice of the LORD makes the wilderness tremble; the LORD makes the
Wilderness of Kadesh tremble.
The voice of the LORD causes the fallow deer to be in labour, and brings kids
to premature birth; and in His temple everyone is saying, “Glory!”
The LORD sat enthroned over the Deluge, and the LORD has for ever been
sitting as King.
The LORD will give strength to His people; the LORD will bless His people with
peace.
Psalm 29

COLLECT: Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River
You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy
Spirit. Make all who are baptised in His name faithful in their calling as
Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Isaiah 43:1-7 The Lord redeems Israel.
Romans 6:1-11 Dead to sin, Alive to God.
Luke 3:15-22 The Holy Spirit came down on Him.
SERMON: Romans 6:1-11 Holy Baptism: Deliverance from Death

Luther’s Notes on the Gospel of Matthew 3:13-17: Baptism of our Lord, Jesus
13

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.

Then cometh Jesus to be baptized of him. This is a wonderful humiliation. He does not
permit himself to be proclaimed; he does not glorify himself until the Father glorifies
him. He waited for the voice to come from heaven:
This is my beloved Son. Christ does not act under these circumstances as we vain
fellows do; when we read only a little word, then we take our mouths full, we can not
restrain ourselves, we must proclaim it abroad, so that all the world may hear it.
After the glorification he goes to work; he enters on his office, and now he proceeds
grandly; for now Christ has become a different man, not different as regards his
person, but as regards his office.
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But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and contest thou to
me?
John forbad him. John the Evangelist writes, (John 1:30-33) that John the Baptist had
not known Jesus. Answer: He did not know him before his baptism, but he must have
had an impression that there was something more in him who was standing before
him, than an ordinary man - he had an intimation from the Spirit.
John humbles himself and is willing to subject himself to Christ as a pious man; and
again, Christ subjects himself to John; as also pious Christians do.
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And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to
fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered him.
To fulfill all righteousness. That is, Thus it becometh us to fulfill all the requirements
of the law, in order that poor sinners maybe justified and saved, and thus you must
baptize me. Upon this baptism depends the righteousness of the whole world. For,
because I bear the sin of the whole world, I must do what God has commanded sinners
to do; namely, that they must permit themselves to be baptized by me.
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And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove,
and lighting upon him:
The heavens were opened. Heaven, which before was closed, now opens, and becomes
a gate and window over the baptism of Christ, that all can look in; and henceforth
there shall be no more alienation between God and us. For God the Father himself is
present and declares, “This is my beloved Son.”
The Spirit of God descending like a dove. The dove descending was the sign, that the
Holy Ghost will not be angry with us, but through Christ will help us to be pious and
blessed.
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And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.
My beloved Son. This is a short sermon, but so rich and broad, that no man on earth
can comprehend or entirely understand it to all eternity. For therein the divine Majesty
embraces and dispenses all its divine wisdom and understanding, and pours out God’s
will and heart, that all that he himself is and can accomplish may be come manifest.
But this is infinite and incomprehensible, and yet all embraced in this one person, who
is called Christ. It points us only to him, and knows nothing else to preach about but
this Christ, who has just been baptized.
Such manner of speech as he employs here, “This is my Son,” we find nowhere else in
the Holy Scriptures, where he speaks of only one, or calls a single person his Son (see
Hebrews 1:5; Psalm 89:28; Psalm 2:7). But where he calls other persons his sons, there
he speaks either of many, or of a whole multitude. With the word, “My Son,” he
means, as in Hosea 11:1, the whole people of Israel.
For himself he is not in need of such praise, but herein he is revealed to us, that we
also may know, what is to be thought of him; namely, that in this person, (which is
revealed to us in human form) are concerned heaven and earth, angels and men,
righteousness, life, sin, death, hell, and everything that can be named, which is not
God himself.
In whom I am well pleased. Here with he consecrates him also as a priest. By this
everything is excluded, which we can do and undertake.
Here we see that in these words God draws Christ into himself, and himself into
Christ, inasmuch as he takes pleasure in everything that Christ does; and again in these
same words he pours out both himself and Christ, his beloved Son, upon us, and draws
us into himself, so that he becomes entirely humanized (vermenscht) and we become
entirely deified (vergottet) See John 14:23; 12:26; 17:21; 1:16-17; 3:13, 16, 18, 35-36;
Titus 3:4-8.
This is a different voice from that on Mount Sinai. The Father says, Here ye have not
an angel, prophet, or apostle, but my son and myself, my own heart, and the right,
eternal spring and fountain of all grace and goodness.
All this has been done to the honour and praise of the sacrament of Holy Baptism. For
it is not a human work, but a great and holy thing. There are great persons connected
with it; the Father, who gives and speaks here; the Son, who receives and is baptized;
the Holy Ghost, who descends upon the Son, and lets himself be seen in the form of a
dove; and no doubt the heavenly choir of the holy angels are there also, who rejoice
greatly over this work; for where the Father, Son and Holy Ghost permit themselves to
be seen, there the whole host of heaven must also be present. The whole heaven also
stands wide open.
Luther’s Explanatory Notes on the Gospels, pp. 18-20.

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com or to the church office at ddaelc@gmail.com.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

COMING SERVICES
16 January

8.30am OAK LR
9.00am TMBA LR
9.00am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR
9.00am LOWOOD HC

23 January

9.00am TMBA LR
9.30am AUB LR
9.00am MARBURG LR

23 January

30 January

8.30am OAK LR
9.00am TMBA HC
9.00am GRN LR
10.45am AUB HC
9.00am LOWOOD LR

9.30am OAK HC
Confirmation Service (GRN
invited to Oakey)

Sunday, 16 January
READINGS: Isaiah 62:1-5;

1 Corinthians 12:1-11;

John 2:1-11

HYMNS: 47 16 45 (847 286) 749
Sunday, 23 January
READINGS: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10;

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:16-30

HYMNS: 4 217 100 267
OAKEY: 301 217 296 311 285 297

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastor will be away from 2 January to 15 January. If there is an emergency during this time, do
not hesitate to call. Otherwise, if it isn’t urgent, contact your elders.

