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INTROIT:  

The LORD reigns; He is clothed with majesty; the LORD has clothed 
Himself; He has fastened on strength as His belt. Surely the world is firmly 
established; it cannot be moved. 
Your throne was set in place long ago. You are from eternity. 
The rivers have lifted up, O LORD, the rivers have lifted up their voice; the 
rivers are lifting up their pounding waves. 
The LORD in His place on high is mightier than the sounds of many mighty 
waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea. 
Your testimonies are very reliable. Holiness adorns Your house, O LORD, 
for days without end. 

Psalm 93 

COLLECT: Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by Your 

Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your glorious return, we may persevere in 
both faith and holiness of living; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

READINGS 

  Isaiah 51:4-6  The Lord’s comfort for Zion 
  Jude 20-25  A Call to Persevere 
  Mark 13:24-37 The Coming of the Son of Man  

 

SERMON:  Mark 13:24-37    KEEP WATCH 

 

Welcome to all worshipping with us today!  A special welcome to Thomas Steinhardt, 

who is being confirmed today.    Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone  0407583922.  

Email him at paziebell@gmail.com or to the church office at ddaelc@gmail.com.  

Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.  
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We have Peace in the Lord Jesus Christ 

True peace, thankfulness, and joy are not things that can be bought or taken away 

from others. As another church year comes to a close, and we move closer to the end 

of another calendar year, we ask, “How did things go this past year?” Perhaps there 

has been plenty to be thankful for, but maybe not. Everyone is different. One thing, 

however, that has not changed is our peace with God.  

There is no call to be worked up or frustrated, but rather the opposite. Indeed, the 

Word of God says, “Do not worry about anything” (Phil. 4:6). Why? Because of the 

lasting peace our God has given in Christ. His death has conquered all the enemies 

we face - sickness, worry, death, and fear. His resurrection in the body is our peace. It 

signals the end of punishment and divine warfare. All accounts are settled - we are just 

to God - righteous. We have been baptised into Christ. Now, eternal death has been 

take off the menu - we shall live beyond the sleep of death. We shall rise to glory - this 

is true no matter what happens to our bodies in this life. “The peace of God, which is 

beyond all understanding, will also guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus” 

(Phil. 4:7). We hear these words every Sunday. We can be safe in Christ in our hearts 

and minds, while our body is subject to tribulations, weaknesses, and vulnerabilities. 

The source of all thanksgiving is God’s Word, not our feelings or physical welfare. 

We are not thankful, though. Although we receive daily bread and a multitude of gifts 

- we ignore them, focusing instead on what we don’t have. Therefore, we must turn 

from false forms of security - what we crave on earth will not give life. We must never 

think that we can grab peace by the throat - we are not the source of life. Our sacrifices 

are selfish and sinful and can earn nothing but death. 

We are called to focus on what is good - not just for the moment, but for all eternity. 

Eat not just food for the body, but feast on the gifts that come in the Word. “Foods are 

for the stomach, and the stomach is for foods” (1 Cor. 6:13) - and God will destroy 

both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, 

and the Lord for the body. We must read and learn Scripture and live by it. God will 

not lead us away from Him. We must ponder the Word, pray it, and heed it - God’s 

will is food to satisfy broken hearts and distraught minds. Jesus speaks to us - wanting 

us to grow in knowledge and understanding. The Apostle Paul writes, “Do not 

conform to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, that you may 

approve of what God wants, namely, what is good, pleasing and perfect!” (Romans 

12:2).  

Our minds and thoughts are not to be ruled by the world and its deathly news, but by 

our Lord who lives to bless us. We turn away from anything that offers no hope, to our 

God, who is our refuge. He cares for us and protects us as our kind and good Father. 

Much thanks to Him! There is always never-ending thanks to be given. 



But our thanks is not to be like the selfish child who only thanks because he must. 

We are to live lives of thankfulness to Christ, our Lord. We are called to present our 

bodies as “living sacrifices” (Romans 12:1) - not concerned about our own welfare, 

but safe from death and hell - not fearing earthly ruin but living for a heavenly 

inheritance. 

Practice these things in your life, walk in the Spirit, abiding in the Word. Our lives in 

Christ are ones of service and patience, not selfishness. Without the Spirit there is no 

real thankfulness. We can’t make a sinful heart generous and full of gratitude. Without 

the true God we have no one to thank, but are left with ourselves and our sin. Why is 

thanksgiving connected to prayer? 

Prayer is our response to the Father for His saving Word and salvation. Without the 

Spirit there is no prayer heard. But our Father wants us to treat Him like a dear Father. 

So don’t be afraid to talk to Him constantly, with thanksgiving. Satan does not rest - he 

is working hard to make us worry, disturbed, and not at peace in our minds. There will 

be no lack of problems and trials, there is no peace in this world for any of us. Rather, 

our peace is with God. We are to trust at this moment: “He who is righteous by faith 

will live” (Romans 1:17). Chew and ruminate on peace with God now that is offered 

by Christ. This is to have peace with the holy God, and to be right with Him. 

“Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the Word of Christ” (Romans 

10:17). We either believe or disbelieve; we can’t put God on hold or give faith to 

another. We must be thankful for what we have - to God the Father who has given His 

Son for us.  

If you do not have many earthly gifts, the heavenly gifts are always abounding and 

overflowing to you. The riches of forgiveness shower you in Baptism. You are new 

and your guilt is removed. It is done - just as Christ is risen - the sin of the world has 

been conquered, including yours. Grace is always abounding for you - in Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMING SERVICES 

28 November 

1 Advent 

5 December 

2 Advent 

12 December 

3 Advent 

   

8.30am OAK LR 

9.00am TMBA HC Harvest 

9.00am GRN LR 

10.45am AUB HC Harvest 

9.00am MARBURG LR  

8.30am OAK LR 

9.00am TMBA LR 

9.00am GRN LR 

9.30am AUB LR 

10.30am MINDEN HC 

10.00am AUB Downs 

Children’s Christmas 

Program 

9.00am LOWOOD LR 

7.30pm Carols Evening at 

Toowoomba 

Sunday, 28 November 

READINGS: Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13;  Luke 19:28-40 

HYMNS: 2   10   86   19 

TMBA & AUB: 2   562 (tune OLD 124)   563   839   840   219 

Sunday, 5 December 

READINGS: Malachi 3:1-7b; Philippians 1:2-11;  Luke 3:1-20 

HYMNS: 9   13   6   515 

MINDEN: 9   13   256   181   291   508 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Thursday, 25 November, 10.00am Bible Study at Lowood. 

 

Please take home with you a copy of the latest CoC minutes.  

 

Dates to remember for the Christmas Season: 

12 December, 10.00am. Downs Children’s Christmas Program at Aubigny. 

12 December, 7.30pm. Carols Evening at Toowoomba. 

19 December, 7.00pm. Marburg Children’s Christmas Program. 

25 December: 9.00am Greenwood HC; 9.00am Toowoomba LR; 9.00am Lowood LR 


