Australian Evangelical Lutheran Church
BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA, OUR SAVIOUR LOWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY,
ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, TRINITY MARBURG, TRINITY OAKEY,
28 November 2021
The 1st Sunday in Advent

HYMNS: 2 10 86 19
INTROIT:
I am lifting up my soul to You, O LORD.
O my God, I trust in You; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my
enemies triumph over me!
Certainly, no one who waits in hope for You will be put to shame. Those
who are unfaithful for no reason will be put to shame.
Make Your ways known to me, O LORD, teach me Your paths!
Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation!
I wait in hope for You all the day.
Remember, O LORD, Your compassionate and merciful deeds, because
they have existed from eternity!
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my rebellious acts! According to
Your mercy, remember me, for Your goodness’ sake, O LORD.
The LORD is good and upright, therefore He teaches sinners in the way.
He leads humble people in justice, and He teaches humble people His way.
All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth, for those who keep His
covenant and His testimonies.
Psalm 25:1-10
COLLECT: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection
we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by
Your mighty deliverance: for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS
Jeremiah 33:14-16
The time of salvation is coming.
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 Holy and without fault when Jesus comes.
Luke 19:28-40 Blessed is the King!

SERMON: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

A NEW BEGINNING

Welcome to all worshipping with us today! Pastor Peter Ziebell, Phone 0407583922.
Email him at paziebell@gmail.com or to the church office at ddaelc@gmail.com.
Please notify pastor of anyone who is unwell or in need of a visit.

Advent: A Time of Waiting
Advent leads to and culminates in Christmas, so one may wonder why there is
such a focus on the end times during Advent. The answer is rather simple. The
Church is not waiting for Jesus to be born, but we are waiting for Him to return.
As the Church of old waited for the first coming of the Saviour, we wait for His
second coming, which is the end of the world and Judgment Day.
There is much to be said about the signs of the end times and the recognising of
these signs. There is much to be said about the Judgment on the Last Day; Christ’s
separation of His sheep from the goats; Christ’s giving of the kingdom to His
children while judging the wicked with fire. But a large part of the end times for
the Church is simply waiting.
We wait for Christ to return. We wait for justice and peace; for everything to be
set right. We wait for events to unfold which are completely out of our hands and
beyond our understanding.
It is no wonder that so many Psalms mention waiting. “Wait eagerly for the
LORD! Have courage! Let your heart prove to be strong! Wait eagerly for the
LORD!” (27:14). “I have been waiting for the LORD. My soul has been waiting,
and I have been putting my hope in His Word. My soul waits for the LORD more
than watch-men for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning” (130:5-6)
“For evildoers will be cut down, but those who wait eagerly for the LORD will
inherit the earth” (37:9). “Certainly, no one who waits in hope for You will be put
to shame” (25:3).
Waiting for the Lord reminds us who it is who holds all things in His hands.
Waiting for the Lord reminds us who it is that needs to act in order to save.
Waiting for the Lord is trusting in Him above all things.
Waiting does not mean doing nothing. Rather, it means fulfilling our vocations
until the Lord returns. Waiting means patient endurance and having hope, both of
which come by being encouraged through the Scriptures. The holy Scriptures are
both the source and the means through which we receive patient endurance,
encouragement, and hope. This is why God has given us His Word; it is the very
purpose of the Bible.
Patient endurance means to remain steadfast under trial; to persevere in
suffering; to have fortitude in the face of pressure. Thus, it means to keep fulfilling
your God-given vocations when there is pressure to stop. It means to stand firm in
persecution. It means to patiently endure under God’s declaration that you are
righteous when you are being slandered and being called anything but righteous.
Romans chapter five tells us that patient endurance is produced by suffering.

This does not mean that suffering is in and of itself good, but it results in
something good, namely patient endurance.
In a way, it can be compared to training for a long-distance race. You need the
suffering of your training runs in order to compete in the race. The more you
endure in your training, the more you can endure in the race. If you slack off in
your training to avoid suffering, you’re going to do poorly in the race because you
won’t have the endurance to finish. If you don’t train at all, you are collapsing,
hurting yourself, and not finishing the race is almost guaranteed.
God sends us suffering to train us, so that we would have patient endurance to
run the race that is set before us (cf. Heb. 12:2). He trains us through suffering so
that we can endure to the end.
Of course suffering by itself doesn’t give us hope. We need the encouragement
of the holy Scriptures. Suffering by itself only produces bitterness and anger as we
can witness in the world around us. It is the encouragement of God’s Word that we
need to have hope.
God’s Word gives us hope because it tells us of Jesus. Consider Him who
endured from sinners such hostility against Himself, so that you may not grow
weary or fainthearted. Consider Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame (cf.
Heb. 12:2-3). Jesus was willing to suffer the torture, the pain, the guilt, the curse,
and the shame of the cross for you to save you eternally. The joy of eternal life
which is set before us is what encourages us to patiently endure while we wait for
Jesus to return.
We are encouraged. We are comforted. We know that there is an end to suffering
and trials. We know there is a finish line to the race even though we cannot yet see
it.
Our hope is not an empty hope or wishful thinking. Our hope is founded on
God’s promises to us, so it is a sure and certain hope and will not put us to shame.
So we wait for the Lord as the Church has always waited for Him. His Word
gives us patient endurance and hope as we wait for Jesus to return as He promised.
This is the encouragement of the Scriptures for us, so that we shall remain
steadfast under trial, persevere in suffering, and have fortitude in the face of
pressure. We wait with hope that will not put us to shame. We wait, straightening
up and raising our heads, because our redemption is drawing near.

COMING SERVICES
5 December
2 Advent

8.30am OAK LR
9.00am TMBA LR
9.00am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR
10.30am MINDEN HC

12 December
3 Advent

10.00am AUB Downs
Children’s Christmas
Program
9.00am LOWOOD LR
7.30pm Carols Evening at
Toowoomba

19 December
4 Advent

8.30am OAK LR
9.00am TMBA HC
9.00am GRN LR
10.45am AUB HC
7.00pm MARBURG
Children’s Christmas
Program

Sunday, 5 December
READINGS: Malachi 3:1-7b;

Philippians 1:2-11;

Luke 3:1-20

HYMNS: 9 13 6 515
MINDEN: 9 13 256 181 291 508

Sunday, 12 December
READINGS: Zephaniah 3:14-20;

Philippians 4:4-7;

Luke 7:18-35

HYMNS: 11 1 4 623
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Today, Choir practice at Toowoomba, 12.30pm. This will be preceded by lunch at
11.30ish.
12 December, 10.00am. We shall be holding our Downs Children’s Christmas Service at
Aubigny. Following the service will be a shared lunch. Could each family please provide
a shared lunch and/or dessert.
12 December. Sometime after the Children’s Service, pastor would like to meet with the
chairmen of each congregation to submit and discuss the service schedule for the next 12
months.
The Lighting of the First Advent Candle:
R: Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath. This is the candle of HOPE. With
Christians around the world, we use this light to help us prepare our hearts and minds
for the coming of God’s Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. May we receive God’s light as
we hear the words of the prophet Isaiah: “The people who were walking in darkness
will see a bright Light. A Light will shine on those who were living in a land of deep
darkness” (Isaiah 9:2).
Let us pray: Lord as we look to the birth of Jesus, grant that the light of Your love for
us will help us to become lights in the lives of those around us. Prepare our hearts
for the joy and gladness of your coming, for Jesus is our hope. Amen.

