
Did Humans Invent Clothing? 

Clothing is a ubiquitous part of our lives, but when did it first originate? Well, that depends on your worldview. Secular 

evolutionists must explain everything in light of their atheistic worldview of millions of years and slow and gradual 

evolution, concluding that, at some point, humans evolved the intelligence to fashion clothes from animal skins and 

other available materials. But is this what happened? 

Well, a new study1 of artifacts found in a cave in Morocco is being hailed as the earliest evidence humans were making 

clothes. Bone fragments, believed to be 120,000 years old, appear to be tools used to process leather, perhaps to make 

clothes (but the researchers note the tools may have been used to make bags or other items from the leather). Other 

bones, from Rüppell’s foxes (fox species living in desert and semi-desert regions of North Africa, the Middle East, and 

southwestern Asia), golden jackals, and wildcats, show evidence of having been skinned, not for meat, but for fur. So 

perhaps the humans making a home or taking shelter in this cave were wearing fox, jackal, and wildcat fur to keep 

warm.  

Now, this study is no problem within a biblical worldview (though, of course, we reject the 120,000 year date as it 

contradicts the history revealed in God’s Word) - humans making clothes, or other leather items, is exactly what we’d 

expect. But this doesn’t show humans invented clothes 120,000 years ago because we know when and how clothing 

was invented - we have an eyewitness account of the event!  

When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was a delight to look at and that the tree was desirable 

for making someone wise, she took some of its fruit and ate it. Then she also gave some to her husband, who was with 

her and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened and they realised that they were naked. Therefore, they sewed fig 

leaves together and made loin coverings for themselves (Genesis 3:6–7). 

Then the LORD God made tunics from skins for the man and his wife and clothed them (Genesis 3:21). 

Clothing was invented not because we were cold, as evolutionists suggest, but because of sin and shame. Mankind 

was originally created naked and unashamed, but after their sin, they tried to cover over that sin and shame with fig 

leaves. But God Himself made them clothes when He killed an animal - the first animal death in God’s “very good” 

creation. These clothes, and the sacrifice and spilled blood of that animal (or animals), covered over their sin and shame. 

Then, as you go through the Old Testament, you will read of sacrifices of animals being offered over and over again, 

but such sacrifices were unable to take away our sin. The writer of Hebrews says, “For the blood of bulls and goats 

cannot take away sins” (10:4). We needed a descendant of Adam like us to die in our place - but it can’t be one of us, 

since “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). That’s why God took on flesh, lived the perfect 

life we can’t live, and died on the cross in our place, rising from the grave three days later. 

The origin of clothing is so much more amazing than humans stumbling upon leather one day: it’s a picture of the 

gospel message, pointing us to the One who would one day take away the sins of the world through His death and 

resurrection. When Jesus went out to be baptised, “John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look! The Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world!”” (John 1:29). To receive that free gift of salvation, we must repent and 

believe. The Apostle Paul writes, “that if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that 

God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 

And as an aside: the origin of clothing is yet another way the evolutionary story and the biblical account of history 

clash. You can’t harmonise the two! The Bible - the history book of the universe written by the Eyewitness to creation 

- is the true account of history, and evolutionary ideas are just fairy tales. 

And think about it! If clothes were invented because humans were cold, does that mean when it gets hot, it’s ok not to 

wear clothes? Would evolutionists all agree on that? From an atheistic worldview, morality is subjective and ultimately 

means anyone can do whatever they want, if they can get away with it! 

 

 
1 https://www.sciencealert.com/strong-evidence-found-for-the-manufacture-of-clothing-as-far-back-as-120-000-years 


