JESUS, THE PERFECT CHILD

Sermon for the 2nd Sunday after Christmas, 2010

Luke 2:40-52
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.


The text for our sermon today is our Gospel read before, Luke 2:40-52 The Child grew and became strong, being filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on Him.

41 Every year Jesus’ parents used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. 42 When He was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. 43 When they had spent the days there, and while they were returning, the Boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents were unaware of this. 44 They thought He was with the others who were travelling with them. After travelling for a day, they began to look for Him among their relatives and acquaintances. 45 When they did not find Him, they went back to Jerusalem, looking for Him. 46 After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. 47 All those who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers. 48 When His parents saw Him, they were astonished. His mother asked Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? Look! Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”

49 He asked them, “Why have you been looking for Me? Did you not know that I had to be about My Father’s business?”

50 However, they did not understand what He said to them. 51 Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He was obedient to them. His mother kept all these things in her heart. 52 Jesus grew wiser and taller and increased in the approval of God and of people.


Lord God, heavenly Father, sanctify us through Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen.

Dear friends in Christ,

If I were Jesus, I would be pretty tired of people asking, “What would Jesus do?” In fact, if I were Him, I would like to turn the tables on such people who ask these questions, and I would like to ask them, “What would YOU do?” In other words, if you were in the same situations as Jesus was in His earthly life, what would you have done?

None of us would have even come close to living the perfect life He did. None of us would have lasted a day as the Messiah. Only incredible self-righteous pride in us could ever compare our performance of righteousness to His. The deeds He did are not only good, but they are beyond us. They are perfect. We could not have done them, no matter how hard we tried.

Consider every year Jesus’ parents used to go to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover. 42 When He was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. This was a long journey, not just some stroll around the neighbourhood. Yet Jesus did not resent the fact that He had to make this long journey every year, all the way from Nazareth. The journey wasn’t all along straight roads either. There was along the way some severe mountainous country to handle, yet He did not complain.
If we had been in the place of Jesus, we might have been tempted to call upon mighty cherubim to descend from heaven to carry us up to Jerusalem. Or, perhaps more conveniently, simply have the cherubim pick up Jerusalem and bring it up to Nazareth once a year.

But that would have not been right. Of course, we are not suggesting that Jesus was lazy. By no means! He was and is the holy Son of God who is not lazy in the slightest. Yet Jesus actually had very good reason not to attend the Passover every year. He might have said, “Behold, I AM the true Passover. I am the Lamb who shall be slain for Israel. Whoever shall be covered by the Blood I shed, death shall pass over them.” Jesus could have said this, and He would have been absolutely correct. The Passover feast celebrated in Jerusalem was only a pale shadow. It was obsolete. HE was the reality. But Jesus did not say such things. He went up to the Feast, obedient to His parents, obedient to the Law of Moses. He placed Himself under the Law, so that by fulfilling it, He might fulfil all righteousness for you. For this reason He came.

Once He was at Jerusalem, Jesus looked at the Temple, (which was only a pale shadow pointing to HIM) and He looked at the sacrifices of sheep and goats and bulls (which were only pale shadows of HIM). Yet Jesus did not scorn the Temple and mock the sacrifices. On the contrary: He upheld these shadows for your sake. He submitted Himself to a sacrificial system that could not benefit Him. He needed no sacrifice for sin, since He has never had any sin at all. Nor did He draw attention to Himself by shouting out, “Look at Me! Look at how great I am. I am much better than everything that is here.” Here again, if He had shouted those words, He would have been 100% correct. The Son of Man is far more glorious than all the temples of earth put together, yet He did not come to boast or brag or mock. He was humble. He laid Himself low. He submitted Himself to sacrifice for sin, so that every single commandment of His Father has been fulfilled in His flesh. What poor sinners could not hope to achieve, He achieved, so that now you have life without end. His obedience to every single commandment is credited to your account. No angel in heaven could be purer than the obedience that is yours in Christ.

When they had spent the days there, and while they were returning, the Boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents were unaware of this. 44 They thought He was with the others who were travelling with them. After travelling for a day, they began to look for Him among their relatives and acquaintances. 45 When they did not find Him, they went back to Jerusalem, looking for Him. 46 After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions.
Jesus sat in the Temple to listen to the teachers of the Word. If we were in His place, what would we do? I think if I had been there, I would have seen that those teachers of the law were far inferior in knowledge, and far inferior in wisdom, and far inferior in righteousness. They taught with faltering, halting words the divine mysteries that lived in the flesh of the Messiah. Jesus could have looked at their deep character flaws, the awful sins of heart and word and deed in them. Jesus would have been perfectly justified in saying, “None of you are fit teachers for the Son of Man.”
Yet He did not. The Son of Man humbled Himself to be taught by fallible sinners. He submitted Himself to unworthy men. Instead of paying attention to their person and their flaws, He paid attention solely to the divine Word that they taught. He honoured those poor sinners by receiving their Word as the very words of His Father in heaven.

I could not have done that. Surely no man could have. We are so prideful, even in the midst of our sinfulness, that we are distracted by every character flaw in every authority figure we ever meet.

But Christ was able to submit Himself to earthly teachers, and Christ did it, thereby fulfilling the commandments of His Father. Because He did it, our sinful pride is forgiven, erased, and replaced by His humility.

Finally, His parents revealed their ignorance. When His parents saw Him, they were astonished. His mother asked Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? Look! Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” They did not understand Jesus’ work. They did not comprehend because their wisdom was inferior to His, even at the tender age of twelve. Even His mother Mary who had been so humble at the Angel Gabriel’s message, could not grasp her Son’s work. Jesus had to tread paths of humiliation that we cannot know. He had to lay Himself under the threat of the Law’s punishment, although He was the same Lord who gave the Law to mankind.

On that occasion as on so many others, Christ was surely reminded of the weakness of His parents. He had to see, over and over, that His parents were merely sinners who lacked His discernment and wisdom. It is well-known that many teenagers are tempted to believe that they are far more intelligent than their parents. In the case of Christ, it was most certainly true! The Son of Man is infinitely wiser than a thousand, thousand mothers and fathers.

Yet He submitted to Mary and Joseph. Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He was obedient to them. In obedience to His Father in heaven, and in obedience to the Commandment, and in obedience to His parents (one of whom was not even His blood-father!) Christ submitted Himself in perfect obedience, His whole life long.

Who could do that? Not I. Not you. Not a man or woman in all history could be so pure and so humble. Only Christ could. For this reason He has come to fulfil all righteousness. For this reason He has come, to redeem all us rebellious and prideful sinners. For this reason He has come, to rescue you when you were lost.

His parents erroneously supposed that Christ was lost. Yet the Lord Jesus cannot really be lost. All creation is His home, the work of His hands. Every angel in heaven is eager for the honour of serving the holy Son of God. This One cannot be lost. Yet for you, He became lost nevertheless upon Calvary. For you, He became cast out into thick darkness. For you, He was cut off from His mother, from His heavenly Father, and cut off from life itself.

You were lost and headed for the same fate - eternal darkness and death, far from the Father’s life-giving presence. But Christ took your place for you. He went into the darkness for you so that you will never see it.

All this humiliation He suffered, even to let death swallow Him, so that He could redeem you. Yet on the third day, He was found again. Even in the depths of hell and in the cold tomb, the Son of Man cannot be truly lost. He came out again in triumph and majesty, so that you can share His triumph and majesty, forever and ever to all ages of ages. In His Name and to His glory alone, with the Father and the Spirit, one God all-glorious. Amen.

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ. Amen.

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS


Father in heaven, You have sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to show Your great love to us, and to lavish Your limitless mercy on us.  We thank You for all the blessings He has brought us, especially for the assurance of the forgiveness of our sins.  Open our eyes to see Your glory and truth revealed in Him.  Since He is our true Wisdom, grant that we may continue to cling to Him in faith, that we may know the joy of being Your sons and daughters, and continue to have the peace of being heirs of eternal life.  Renew us by Your Holy Spirit, and lead us by the light of Jesus Christ to increased knowledge and wisdom, that we may gladly walk in His steps.  And if we must suffer because we are Christians, help us to face it with joy, for we bear Christ’s name.


Bless Your Church, O God, and give Your people fervent faith and power.  Free them from all unrighteousness, and help them to walk on holy paths.  Direct their lives that they may bring honour to Your name, and show forth Your praise among all people.


Extend Your rule over all lands and nations.  Give wisdom to all in authority, that the nations may be governed in peace, justice, and mercy.  Give parents grace and wisdom to bring up their children to fear and honour You, that they may avoid the lies of Satan and be guided by Your truth.  Comfort the sick and suffering, and give strength and compassion to all who bring help and healing to them in hospitals and homes.  In all places of industry and commerce, give people a vision of Your Word and will, that all, whatever their work or position, may seek to serve You.


Be with all who travel, with all in danger of body or spirit, with all who are imprisoned, and with all who face any temptation.  Grant them the joy and strength of Your presence and help.


In these and in all other things that we need, give us, O Father, Your help and mercy, for we pray in the name of Your beloved Son Jesus Christ, who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
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