GOD’S SAVING LOVE STIRS UP MY HEART 

Sermon for the 2nd Sunday in Advent, 2010 

Malachi 4:1-6

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.


The text for our sermon today is Malachi 4:1-6 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when ﻿all the arrogant and ﻿all evildoers ﻿will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who fear my name, the Sun of Righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts. 

4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 

5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”


Lord God, heavenly Father, sanctify us through Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen.

Dear friends in Christ,


Praying the Collect of the Day can be meaningful. Each Sunday, and for that week, the Collect is a prayer that collects the congregation’s petitions into one plea. Usually the Collect focuses on one request. This prayer becomes your own by saying “Amen!” The Collect we prayed today is beautiful: “Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds.”

Stir up our hearts, O Lord! This means ‘wake them up!’ It’s so easy in our daily lives for our hearts to be weighed down. Jesus once warned His followers about being dulled by worldly concerns: “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day [that is, Judgment Day] come upon you suddenly like a trap” (Luke 21:34). “Watch yourselves.” The very fact that no precise date is given as to when the world will end is all the more reason for us to always to be ready for the Lord’s return. Jesus warns against various activities that weigh people down - things that keep them from being alert. The expression “weighed down” means about the same as “being depressed,” and “dissipation” refers to a life of wasteful self-indulgence. 
Furthermore, aren’t our hearts also easily dismayed by the daily news? We hardly ever hear good news – it’s all doom and gloom, and yet, the troubles that surround us do serve as a blunt reminder that: “Heaven and earth will pass away!” But Jesus also tells us, “My words will not pass away” (Luke 21:33). Nothing in this world, neither the temple nor the city of Jerusalem nor anything else, is abiding. Only the words of Jesus are eternal. Jesus’ words were fulfilled about the destruction of Jerusalem in 70AD, and they will be fulfilled about the end of the world when He comes again. At that time, Jesus’ kingdom will not end, and His promises will never fail. 
The whole point Malachi was making was for the Lord to stir up the hearts of the faithful. Malachi means “my messenger.” That is, “the Lord’s Messenger.” Malachi is the last book of Old Testament, because he’s the last prophet of the Old Testament. The Holy Spirit “spoke by the prophets,” serving up over a thousand-year feast of God’s Word from Moses through Malachi. After Malachi, it’s a 400-year fast until John the Baptist’s voice sounds. 

Malachi is faithful to the Lord’s promise. This world is broken and dark, but a rescue is coming: “They shall be Mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up My treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him” (Malachi 3:17). “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear My name, the Sun of Righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.” 
Here the Lord makes a distinction between the righteous and the unrighteous. He threatens the unrepentant evildoers, but to those who fear Him, He gives great promises. The unrighteous are like chaff, swept away in engulfing flames. When the fire is past, nothing remains but ashes, and their place knows them no more. It will leave them neither root nor branch. On the other hand, the Sun of Righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. The righteous have long been looking. There has long been a glow in the sky. They know the sun is coming. Those in darkness have seen a great light. Now it peeps above the horizon and leaps into the sky in its entire splendour. It brings healing too. We warm our cold stiff joints and limbs and hearts in its glow, and it heals and restores. It brings eternal life!

So fear His name, that is, know your sin. Know that the Lord has the right to destroy you. Repent, and cling to Him our only hope. But for you who fear My name, the Sun of Righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings.
The Sun of Righteousness is Jesus Christ - God of God, Light of light, very God of very God. He shines with full, perfect righteousness and goodness. He shines not only righteousness as eternal God but also His complete righteousness as the only good, fully loving man ever to walk this earth. He shines with perfect light, not to blind those who fear Him, but to heal them. The wings of the sun are its rays. The wings of the Sun of Righteousness - Christ Jesus, the Babe of Bethlehem, the bearer of our sin on Calvary’s tree - are His mercies coming to you to heal you. On that Last Day those rays will shine such healing on you who trust in Him that every physical pain and weakness will be banished. Your soul and mind will never desire sin or chase after the hollow holiday cheer that this world offers as a pale substitute for real joy. Your desire will be the Lord, and He will fill the desires of your heart. 

Christ’s healing rays also shine this very day, though not in a light that the world can see. Like invisible infrared rays, even today your Saviour shines His healing work into you. It is hidden under human words, bread, wine, and water. But trust what He says, and see by the eyes of faith. Christ Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness, bore all your sin, and has lived a perfect life in your place, died and rose to be untouched by death ever again. He delivers all His forgiveness and righteousness to you precisely in this gloomy world. This light, as Luther writes, “…is the Sun of righteousness, who justifies, who sends out the sort of rays that make men righteous and free from their sins, who drives out every harmful attitude of fleshly lust. Those rays are the Word of the Gospel, which penetrates hearts and is seen as that Sun only by the eyes of the heart, that is, by faith. It is closer to the righteous than is that visible, physical sun. You see, it shines by the Holy Spirit. It shines day and night. Clouds do not hinder it. It is always rising.” (Luther’s Works, vol. 18 [St. Louis: Concordia, 1975], 417–18)

You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. This means there’s plenty to eat. Sheep in the Middle East had to scrounge for some scrubby grass, but stall-fed calves had it easy. They had room service. So do you! Our Lord brings the feast to you in the Word of Christ, Baptism, and the forgiving body and blood of Christ. 

“You shall go out leaping” is that Christians get to “go out” as calves do. Picture in your mind calves that are released from their pen after being locked up for a long time. They feel good. They want to run and jump for the sheer joy of it. They want to kick and frolic in God’s sunshine forever - and they shall! Nothing can hold them back. That’s the way it is with Christ’s people, who understand and appreciate that Christ has set them free. Our spirits feel good! Imagine racing up the slopes of light! The saints stream into their final pasture. The Good Shepherd has kept His word. All is well and good. On that Last Day for you who trust the Lord, you will jump for joy, basking in the healing rays of Christ. Today, too, forgiven, freed, basking in the forgiving, healing rays of Christ, don’t head for the corners - sadness confines us. The Lord lifts up our heads. He stirs us up to live confidently in Christ’s forgiving joy. 

When little children are afraid of the dark, dear parents hear their child’s fear, pray with them, and perhaps leave a light on to dispel the darkness. So the Lord did and still does for His children. He knows our fears. He knows the darkness that surrounds us and is in us. He dearly loves us. Christ and the Spirit intercede for us. Our loving Lord stirs up our hearts by the healing rays of Christ, the Sun of Righteousness. He rises with healing in His wings of mercy. He is coming to finally set us free forever! 
Malachi ends with “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

This is a somber way to end, but Malachi’s words are meant to draw us up short. They were spoken in the spirit of the prophets, of whom Malachi was the last. Judgment is coming, but with this “great and awesome day of the Lord” there is also hope and coming salvation. We wait for it. We peer into the future as Malachi and his people did, hands shading our eyes as we scan the horizon. We are forever getting closer to that day! Even so, come quickly, Lord Jesus! Amen.

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ. Amen.
PRAYER FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT


Lord God, we praise You that You reckon us as blameless in Your sight because of Jesus’ obedience for us.  We praise You for Your commandments, so that we may love with right knowledge, and for the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We ask You to bless all who preach, teach, read, and study Your Word, that more and more people may know the Gospel message of joy and hope.


Refine our hearts, so that we may prepare a smooth way for the Lord in them.  Give us stronger faith, joy and confidence, and grant that we may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Enable us to trust You firmly, to worship You with pure hearts, to serve You with clean hands, to obey You with willing minds, and to love You with our whole beings.


Guard us, that Satan, the world, and our flesh may not deceive us, or lead us into error, unbelief, and sin.  Do not let us lose the inheritance that You have graciously promised to those who know You in faith.  Teach us to watch and pray at all times.  We praise You that You have enabled us to stand with joy and confidence before the Son of Man when He comes in glory to judge the living and the dead.  Therefore send us Your Spirit so that we strive to be blameless in our love for each other, to grow in it, and to practise it with sensitivity and insight.


Rid Your church of that all that is divisive, evil, and wrong, that all who profess Your name may serve You in truth, purity, and loyal devotion.


Give peace and stability to the nations on earth.  Put down all evil rulers, and raise up leaders who will rule and serve us according to Your good pleasure.


May Jesus rule in the hearts of all parents and children.  Supply the spiritual needs of all families, so that truth, love, and high morals may bless our homes.


Be with all people everywhere, in all situations and circumstances of life.  Give healing to the sick, comfort to the sorrowing, guidance to the young, hope to the aged, comfort to the bereaved, and wisdom to the perplexed.


Lead us to continue to look to Jesus, on whom our faith depends from beginning to end.  Help us to wait in joyful hope for His second Coming, when He will receive us, and all others who believe in Him, into Your eternal presence.  This we pray in His holy name.  Amen.
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