GOD’S LOVE COVERS ME IN CHRIST

Sermon for the 1st Sunday in Advent, 2010

Jeremiah 23:5-8


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.


The text for our sermon today is Jeremiah 23:5-8 “Look! The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch, who will reign wisely as King. He will establish justice and righteousness on the earth. 6 In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. This will be His name, which people will call Him: ‘The-LORD-Our-Righteousness.’

7 “Therefore look! The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when people will no longer say, ‘As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the Israelites up out of the land of Egypt.’ 8 Rather, they will say, ‘As surely as the LORD lives, who brought up and led the offspring of the family of Israel out of the North-Country and out of all the other countries where He had driven them.’ Then they will live in their own land.”


Lord God, heavenly Father, sanctify us through Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen.

Dear friends in Christ,

Six centuries before the Incarnate Son of God was born in Bethlehem of Judea, the prophet Jeremiah foretold of the Lord God’s intentions to the people of God. The Lord God would render judgment on the wicked rulers and evil spiritual leaders of Judah; permit the nation to be defeated; and allow the conquerors to force-march the Hebrew people to a foreign land. Ultimately God would return His people from exile and raise up the Messiah - the promised Son of David.

“Look! The days are coming,” declares the LORD. Judah was in moral decay, spiritual shambles, political corruption, idol permissiveness, mindless perversion and societal collapse. The shepherds of God’s people played fast and loose with His Word, ignoring His will and abusing the people under their care. Adults snubbed their nose at God as if challenging Him to act, and in doing so taught their children how to put off and ignore God. Or, in other words, it was very much like the way the political, social and spiritual climates are today in our world, civilization, nation and neck of the woods. 

“Look! The days are coming.” That was good news proclaimed to the faithful of the Hebrew people as well as to us. For the context that these words were spoken in is one that will cause hope to live and joy to gladden the heart, even if the one who hears the words is in dire straits, personal tragedy, economic ruin, mental abuse, physical pain, marital struggles or a host of other afflictions.

You are very dear to God. That is shown most clearly by the Lord’s desire to come to you to save you. Advent means “coming.” The Lord is coming. During Advent we joyfully relive the countdown to Bethlehem, waiting for the perfect timing of our God to send us our Saviour as Mary’s son. We also rejoice that the Lord comes to us today in His forgiving ways – through the Gospel, Baptism, absolution, and Christ’s body and blood. 
But we also wait for another coming of our Lord. We wait for Jesus’ final advent. He is coming to set His people free. On the Last Day He will judge the living and the dead. In the Gospel we heard before, Jesus said regarding His second coming that no one knows about that day and hour, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father (Matthew 24:36). No one can decipher the day (or even the year) of His return in glory. 


So how is one to be prepared for that day? How can you be sure you will be found righteous, innocent, pure, and holy? Only by trusting God’s beautiful, comforting promise made through Jeremiah where God promises that Christ will be your righteousness, your perfect record - no wrongs and all good credited to your account as you trust in Christ. Because This will be His name, which people will call Him: ‘The-LORD-Our-Righteousness.’

Through Him, we become righteous in God’s sight. Christ alone is our Righteousness, who is true God and man, because in Him the divine and human natures are personally united with each other. Here the whole gospel, the whole message of Scripture, is summed up in a few precious words. The Lord Himself is our righteousness. For that to be true, the Lord Himself must have become one of us, having taken all that we are upon Himself. There can hardly be better news than this, for we are certainly not good enough in ourselves.


Hope and joy ought to fill your hearts and minds when you hear the words, “Look! The days are coming… when I shall raise up for David a righteous Branch, who will reign wisely as King. He will establish justice and righteousness on the earth. 6 In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. 

Here is the promise of the Saviour, the virgin’s Son descended along David’s family tree, the Son of God begotten from eternity. Jeremiah and the prophets tell us of this One whose advent sets His people free. He is called Emmanuel, God with us, the Prince of Peace, who will be born in Bethlehem of Judea. He has many names and God reveals a new name through Jeremiah: This will be His name, which people will call Him: ‘The-LORD-Our-Righteousness.’
What wonderful news, dear people! You and I, who have no righteousness of our own, are given the privilege of calling God by His Name: The-LORD-Our-Righteousness. Without Him, our righteousness is that of filthy rags and getting dirtier all the time. We start out sinful and unclean and continue to decay and degenerate. We look so tame and domesticated, but there is a battle going on inside me, inside you. Wild thoughts race through our fevered minds. “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” (Romans 7:24). But the Lord’s righteousness, is holy and perfect from everlasting to everlasting. God’s righteousness is pure and without blemish, and Christ Jesus died and rose again in order that you and your children might have His righteousness. What He is and what He has done, He has done for us. He has given to us a gift, the gift of righteousness, a righteousness that we could never have gained for ourselves. God loves us dearly. He has come, and He will come again, and when He does, we will stand and live forever. 

That is why the God who loves you dearly sends a righteous branch from David’s clan. A beginning tree doesn’t look like much, especially a little shoot growing out of a stump. But this shoot from the stump of David’s nearly decimated family tree has got a name: ‘The-LORD-Our-Righteousness.’
First, this branch that God raises up is not just anyone. He is “the Lord!” This is not just some regular old descendant of David. This offspring is not another Solomon who starts out with great promise but fails miserably. This is Yahweh Himself.

Second, this branch that God raises up is not just His own righteousness - proof of the Lord’s own holiness, goodness, and perfection - but He is your substitute. He has come to stand before the court of God’s judgment in your place. He has come to be your not guilty verdict and your straight “A” report card. ‘The-LORD-Our-Righteousness.’

What a blessed substitute before God’s judgment. In place of our sinful conception - for we all like King David, as Psalm 51:5 testifies, inherited sin from our parents - God places in evidence the sinless conception of Jesus. In place of our childhood disobedience, God places in evidence the perfect obedience of Mary’s Son. In place of our teenage foolish choices, Gods places in evidence the wise choices of Jesus’ early manhood. In place of all the good we’ve meant to do but left undone, God places in evidence the completed work of the God-man. In place of our death, part of the wages of our sin, God places in evidence Jesus’ death because it is the wages of all our sins. In other words, when God the Judge opens your record, O Christian, He sees Jesus’ record. According to God’s judgment you’ve lived every moment from the womb to the tomb without a single failure of any kind. For ‘The-LORD is Our-Righteousness.’ Not even the tiniest smidgen of your sin is showing - only Christ.

But remember, it’s not that you are righteous, that you’ve done the good you ought. It’s that He is righteous. And by being in Christ you are righteous, for “‘The-LORD is Our-Righteousness.’” 

So, confess and repent. Yes, I am a poor, miserable sinner. And the eternally free Son of God, who willingly bound Himself into our slavery, proclaims you free. And the angels are rejoicing. Welcome home. Eat the Lamb of God’s flesh to feed the believer and strengthen him for the daily battle against your old flesh.

Abide, that is, hang out, stick around with, Christ and His Word, Holy Scripture. Abide, hang out, dwell in the Church, Christ’s hospital for those infected with ‘sin disease.’ Live in the embrace of your Baptism into Christ’s resurrection. You are God’s own child - even as the war in your body continues. The Son has defeated sin, death, and the devil for you and declared you free. And on that last advent, the Day of the Resurrection, you in Christ will be completely free, no more sickness, no more aching tiredness, no more chaos, no more sin - you’ll then be as righteous as Jesus is for you today and on Judgment Day.

Until that final advent, return to the new life God gave you in Baptism. Hear your true Master’s voice. Confess the truth God’s Scripture gives you: I am a sinner. I deserve eternal punishment. But the Lord is my righteousness. Amen. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 


Almighty God and  Father, we thank and praise You for Your promises of mercy and deliverance, which You have fulfilled in the coming of Your Son Jesus Christ.  He is indeed the Light to reveal You to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.


As Your faithful people in every age have believed Your Word, grant that we, too, may believe it, and one day inherit Your heavenly promises.  As Your people of old looked forward with longing to the coming of the Messiah, grant that we, too, may joyfully welcome Jesus into our hearts, and be saved by Him from the power of sin, Satan, and death.


Lead us by Your Spirit to a to a deep awareness of our need of repentance.  Teach us to hate what is evil and to love what is good.  Strengthen us when our enemies try to lead us into sin.  Direct our lives in ways that are holy and right, that we may serve and glorify You in all things.


Cause Your saving light to shine in all corners of the earth, that people everywhere may know Your love in Christ Jesus, and join that great number of Your people who say: “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!”


Grant peace to the nations of the earth.  Look with special favour on our own country, and on all its citizens.  Guide all who rule over us, that they may learn to know You as the only true God, and may seek to do Your will in all things.


Bless all who have gathered in Your house today to hear Your precious Word.  Grant strength, comfort, and understanding to those who are sick or troubled, to those who are sad and depressed, to those who are enduring hardships, and to all others who are in any bodily or spiritual need.  Grant them perseverance, and the joy of Your abiding presence.


We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who has come to deliver us, who has died to save us, and risen to justify us, and who is always alive to intercede for us.  Amen.
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