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A SIMPLE CHILD-LIKE FAITH

Sermon for the 18th Sunday after Pentecost

Mark 10:13-15


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.


The text for our sermon today is part of the Gospel read before, Mark 10:13-15   And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.”


Lord God, heavenly Father, sanctify us through Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen.

Dear friends in Christ,


Thinking back to your childhood, I’m sure you can remember believing some pretty ridiculous things, simply because someone told you they were true. 


This is how many people view Christians and their faith. They’ll say things like: “You mean that you believe in things like a man walking on water and rising from the dead, just because some man who died 2000 years ago told you it was true?” To the world, our faith might appear very childish; like believing in far-fetched stories or fairy tales. However, God does not call on us to have a faith that is “childish,” but rather “child-like.” A “childish” faith believes what it is told, without considering whether the source is trustworthy or not. A “child-like” faith believes what it is told and trusts whole-heartedly because it knows the source is trustworthy.


Because of this child-like faith, Christians are often perceived as being weak and simple-minded by the outside world. This of course is simply not true, and don’t believe anyone who tells you so just because they may be very intelligent and have lots of degrees to their name. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians, “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). Jesus Himself tells us “Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” In both of these passages, God promises salvation to those who believe in Christ as their Saviour with a simple, trusting, child-like faith. At the same time, God does not want our child-like faith to be uninformed. He calls on us to have a child-like faith, but a faith that is first of all, not child-like in understanding, and then second, not just for children.


Jesus wants us to come meet with Him in His Word and get to know Him and His teachings and promises better so that our “child-like” faith can be strengthened. He wants us to believe whole-heartedly and unquestioningly in everything He says to us because we know Him and trust Him as our Friend and Saviour. Someone once counted that there are over 3000 promises in the Bible and Jesus has not broken one of them. If anyone deserves our absolute trust, it’s Jesus. We can completely trust that what He has done for us in dying on the cross and rising again on the third day will save us and give us eternal life in heaven. We can trust that everything He has written down for us in the Bible is true as well. Someone once said that “Jesus absolutely trusted the Bible, and though there are in it things inexplicable and intricate that have puzzled me so much, I am going, not in a blind sense, but reverently, to trust the Book because of HIM.” 


Our “child-like” faith is not to be a blind trust. Jesus wants it to be as informed as possible, based on His words alone. This is not only for the growth of our faith and knowledge of Jesus, but also for our protection from straying to false beliefs that are not from Christ, and are therefore deadly to our souls. Therefore, we are not to be child-like in our understanding of Christ, or His teachings. The apostle Paul sums it up this way in Ephesians, “we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head – Christ” (Ephesians 4:14-15). The writer to the Hebrews scolded his readers for being “child-like” in their understanding of the Scriptures, “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil” (Hebrews 5:12-14).


Why then does Jesus in our text hold up child-like faith as the standard - even the requirement - to enter into His heavenly kingdom? 


First of all, we see that Jesus’ disciples again have much to learn about whom Jesus’ followers are. Last week we heard how John turned away a man and “forbid” him from casting out demons in Jesus’ name, simply because He wasn’t in their “group.” Now, just one chapter later we read that as little children were being brought to Jesus that He might touch them, the disciples rebuked them. Again, the disciples are “forbidding” believers from coming near Jesus. Surely Jesus was too important and too busy to be “bothered” by these infants and young children…or so they thought!


Jesus had to once again correct them and this time, He doesn’t do so gently. But when Jesus saw it, He was indignant, that is, He became angry. The only other time Mark records Jesus becoming angry was against His enemies, the false teaching Pharisees (Mark 3:5). Here He turns His anger on His disciples because what they were doing was harmful to the faith of these young believers and of the people who brought them to be blessed by Jesus. Jesus very plainly states that these young children and infants - Luke’s account uses the term for infant babies, a word that can even mean a baby still in the womb - can, and do, believe in Him. He says Let the children come to Me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Jesus is not saying here that because of the fact that they are children they belong to the kingdom of God. He clears this up in the next verse, Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it. Jesus is not saying that if you did not receive the kingdom of God at the time when you were a little child you’re out of luck. He is saying if you do not receive the kingdom of God like, or in the same way as a little child you will by no means enter it.


With these words Jesus is holding up the trusting faith that is exhibited by young children as the model and standard of what true faith in Him is supposed to be like. With these words He is also pointing out that child-like faith is not just for children.


One of the greatest illustrations in life of this child-like faith that Jesus calls all of us to have is the young child standing at the edge of the swimming pool while the parent holds out their arms and invites the little one to “Jump in. I’ll catch you.” The little child may or may not know that the water is cold and deep and can easily drown him because he cannot swim, yet that thought hardly enters his little mind as he plunges in because he fully and completely trusts the inviting words and strong arms of his parent who will not let him drown.


When it all comes down to it, our faith is just that simple. Our lives are a continual cycle of standing on the “edge” of situations that require us to look to Jesus for guidance, encouragement, and support. Our faith and life hang upon many very simple and easily understood promises that we have known from infancy: “I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you” (Joshua 1:5); “Cast all your care upon Him, for He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7); “I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also” (John 14:3); “he who believes in Me has everlasting life” (John 6:47); and “lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).


With these words Jesus is holding out His arms to us and inviting us, “Jump in. I’ll catch you.” Now, admittedly this was much easier to do when we were little children, when we didn’t understand just how dangerous, uncertain, and confusing the “waters” of life would be. It was easier to believe when we hadn’t experienced all the evils, sorrows, and difficulties in this world. It was easier to follow when we hadn’t been exposed to the countless numbers of different religions and philosophies of life that are being swallowed and promoted by the masses. It was easier to obey when we didn’t realise that everyone else wasn’t obeying, or that we could get away with so much while no one else is looking. And yet, despite all our experiences and disillusionments; despite the complexities and harness of life, we are still in the same situation as the young child standing at the edge of the swimming pool. Jesus wants us to know Him and grow in our understanding of Him more each day, but He doesn’t raise His arms to us and demand that we, “Understand everything about Me and My plan for you and this world perfectly, and then jump in.” He simply invites us to believe, follow, and obey.


There is something inside each one of us that still wants to be young again. Whether it’s because we don’t want to let go of our precious childhood memories, or because we just don’t really want to “grow up,” I think we all have at times experienced a longing for the peace, joy, and simplicity of being a child. Listening to the voice of your “inner child,” as some like to call it, will not restore the joy and simplicity of your youth, nor will it give you true peace. Listening to Jesus’ words to you this morning, calling you to “receive the kingdom of God like a child” will give you that joy, simplicity, and peace. The more we mature and “grow up” in the word’s of Jesus, the less likely we are to be swayed like little children into believing every philosophy and fad religious belief that comes our way. The more we mature and “grow up” in our understanding of who Jesus is, and how much He loves each one of us individually, the more we will become “like little children;” ready and willing to whole-heartedly trust Him and “jump in” when Jesus reaches out His arms and invites us, “Come to Me,” (Matthew 11:28) “I’ll catch you.” Amen.


The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST


O God our Father, Lord of all, the creator and sustainer of all things in heaven and on earth, we bow before You in worship, and bring before You our praise and our prayers.  In the name of Your only Son Jesus Christ, we ask You to forgive us our many sins, and to rescue us from what we deserve because of them.  Come into our lives with Your power, and save us from the temptations and dangers that threaten us.


We recognise our own weakness and know we need Your help.  Without Your strength we can do nothing.  Therefore, give us the power and blessing of Your Holy Spirit, so that we may stand in the grace You gave us in Baptism, and that we may live a life that measures up to the standard You set when You called us to faith.  Inspire us with the Gospel about Your delivering up the Son of Man into the hands of sinful men.  Because we humbly receive all spiritual blessings from You, take away our stubborn self-wills, and lead us to do Your perfect will.  Take away our pride and conceit, and make us humble.  Take away our critical and grumbling spirit, and make us content.  Take away our resentment and anger, and make us gentle and patient.  Help us in love to put up with each other’s faults and weaknesses, as people who have been made rich by Your love.


Pour out Your blessing on Your Church, O God.  By the Spirit’s power, make us one in heart and mind, in the peace of Christ.  Enable us to grasp the Church’s oneness in Christ in the truth of the Gospel.  Take away from us our pride and sinful desire for pre-eminence.  Inspire us by Jesus’ humble service to us to serve You gratefully through serving our neighbours.  Give us opportunities to demonstrate the confession of the Gospel before the world, that people may be drawn to Your Son and rejoice in Your salvation.


Give Your guidance and blessing to all lawful authority, especially to our Queen and her representatives, and the parliaments of our Commonwealth and State.  Give them wisdom and sound judgment, that godliness may rule and evil be kept in check.


Be the guardian of our homes and families.  Make them places where Your Word is treasured, where faith in You produces love, and where love expresses itself in service to You and others.


Touch with Your healing power the sick, the sorrowing, and the suffering.  Hear their cry, and remember them in Your mercy.  Show them that You are the ever-present source of help, and the saviour of all people, especially of those who believe.


These things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen.
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