WEEKLY MEDITATION AND PRAYER GUIDE

The Order of Meditation and Prayer.

Pray and confess out loud as much from the order of meditation and prayer as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer and Morning or Evening Prayer from the Catechism

Apostles’ Creed

Psalm: 142 (printed on the front of this bulletin)

Verse: Monday: Matthew 27:1-10; Tuesday: Matthew 27:11-18; Wednesday: Matthew 27:19-26; Thursday: Matthew 27:27-31; Friday: Matthew 27:32-40; Saturday: Matthew 27:41-44    
Collect for the Week: (printed on the front of this bulletin)

The Catechism: 

The Creed

As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household

The Lord’s Prayer
As the head of the family should teach them in a simple way to his household
[The text of the prayer is from Mt 6:9–13.]
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Introduction
Our Father who art in heaven.
What does this mean? With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father.
The Book of Concord 

The following reading from the CONCORDIA edition of the Book of Concord is for the Epistle, Ephesians 5:8-14 for the 4th Sunday in Lent. It is from Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration, Article II, pages 522-523.

God's people need to be reminded that they were once dead, ignorant of and hostile to God. It was no small miracle when God's light shone on them giving them spiritual life and the ability to receive, understand and believe God's word. What blessed and privileged creatures we are!

The Scriptures call natural man in spiritual and divine things darkness (Ephesians 5:8). John 1:5 says, "The light shines in the darkness" (that is, in the dark, blind world, which does not know or regard God), "and the darkness has not overcome it." Likewise, the Scriptures teach that a sinful person is not only weak, but also entirely dead (Ephesians 2:1-5; Colossians 2:13).

A person who is physically dead cannot from his own powers make himself come back to life again. So the person who is spiritually dead in sins cannot by his own strength make or apply himself to acquire spiritual and heavenly righteousness and life. This is true unless he is delivered and brought to life by God's Son from the death of sin.

The Scriptures deny to the intellect and will of natural man all capacity, and ability to undertake anything good and right in spiritual things.

The darkness has not overcome it [the light]. (John 1:5) "The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God" (1 Corinthians 2:14). This means he is not capable of spiritual things. For they are foolishness to him; neither can he know them. Much less will he truly believe the Gospel or agree with it and regard it as truth.

For the mind [of the natural man] that is set on the flesh is hostile to God. (Romans 8:7) (paragraphs 38-41)
Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Wednesday 6 April

5th mid-week Lenten Service
	Sunday, 10 April

5th Sunday in Lent
	Wednesday 13 April 
6th mid-week Lenten Service

	7.30pm Vespers OAK
	8.30am OAK HC PZ

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC PZ
	7.30pm Vespers TMBA

	Wednesday, 6 April (Violet)

	READING: 1 Corinthians 15:50-58

	HYMNS: 74   77   80   48 v.3

	Sunday, 10 April (Violet)

	READINGS: Ezekiel 37:1-14;


Romans 8:1-11;


John 11:1-53

	HYMNS: TMBA: 62   60   361   177   440
                 OAK, AUB, GRN: 60   59   755   (177   179)   511

	Wednesday, 13 April (Violet)

	READING: Romans 15:8-13

	HYMNS: 61   64   67   48 v.3


ANNOUNCEMENTS
This afternoon, 3.30pm. CWA visit.

Wednesday, 6 April. 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Oakey. Opening Devotion: Margaret Sippel. Key Word: Different/Difference. Item of Interest: Something white. 
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

3 April 2011
The 4th Sunday in Lent
HYMNS: 16   78   62   532
INTROIT: With my voice I am crying to the LORD. With my voice I am pleading to the LORD for grace.

I am pouring out my complaint before Him. I am declaring my trouble before Him.

When my spirit feels faint inside me, You Yourself know my path. In the way where I am walking, people have hidden a trap for me.

Look to the right and see! No one considers me kindly. Refuge has failed me. No one cares about my life.

I have been calling out to You, O LORD. I have been saying, “You are my Refuge, my Portion in the land of the living.”

Pay attention to my cry! For I have become very weak. Rescue me from those who are pursuing me! For they are too strong for me.

Release my soul from prison, that I may give thanks to Your name! Righteous people will gather around me, because You will treat me well.

Psalm 142
 COLLECT: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
READINGS: Isaiah 42:14-21 For a long time I have kept silent
Ephesians 5:8-14 Living in the light of the Lord
John 9:1-41 The healing of the man born blind
SERMON: John 9:1-41 Once we were blind, but now we see












