The Catechism

The Lord’s Prayer
The Sixth Petition
And lead us not into temptation.
What does this mean? God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.
JESUS, THE GOOD SHEPHERD
1 “Truly, truly, I tell you, the man who does not come into the sheepfold through the door but climbs over somewhere else is a thief and a robber. 2 However, the One who comes in through the door is the Shepherd of the sheep. 3 The doorkeeper opens the door for Him, and the sheep listen to His voice. He calls His own sheep by name and leads them out.

4 “When He brings out all His own sheep, He walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow Him because they know His voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but will run away from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.”

6 Jesus told them this dark saying, but they did not understand what He was telling them. 7 Therefore Jesus spoke again: “Truly, truly, I tell you, I am the Door for the sheep. 8 All who have come before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the Door. If anyone comes in through Me, he will be saved, and will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it abundantly.”John 10:1-10

In His discussion with the Jews, Jesus switched to a common Old Testament theme to illustrate who He was. Those Jews would remember Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd” (verse 1; see also Psalm 80:1). They would recall Isaiah’s description of the Lord, “He tends His flock like a shepherd” (40:11), and Ezekiel’s, “As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after My sheep” (34:12). They would know the Messiah was to be the Shepherd of God’s people (Ezekiel 34:13).
Promising to speak the solemn truth, Jesus set the scene: The sheep are kept in a stone-walled, open-air pen with but one entrance. Only the shepherd has access through the gate to the sheep. Anyone finding another way in is up to no good, a robber and a thief.
The watchman protecting the gate opens it for the shepherd. The sheep recognise the shepherd’s voice as he calls them by name and leads them out. The shepherd knows each of his sheep by name.
When the shepherd has called out all his own sheep, he goes on ahead of them, and they follow because they know his voice. But they will not follow a stranger. They fear strangers because they do not recognise the voice of strangers.
As Jesus spoke, we might expect the Jews to have understood at least some of His figurative language. The sheep were God’s chosen people. The strangers and thieves were those who would endanger and harm them. The shepherd was Jesus, sent by God to care for the flock.
But the Jews did not understand His extended figure of speech. Maybe they really didn’t catch on, or maybe they wouldn’t follow it because they didn’t believe in Jesus and were not ready to conclude that they themselves were among the strangers.
Jesus saw that the Jews failed to understand, so He started again with a slightly different twist and a more direct application. “Truly, truly, I tell you, I am the Door for the sheep.” This was yet another I am passage, reflecting His divinity. 
Jesus was the way to reach the sheep and the way for the sheep to come for nourishment. Many “strangers” came prior to Jesus, trying to reach His sheep. False prophets and false christs, thieves and robbers came. They did not come by way of Jesus. They did not find Christ Jesus in the Scriptures and point Him out to others as the way of salvation. Therefore, they did not reach God’s elect - the sheep. God’s sheep would not listen to the thieves and robbers.
Anyone who comes through the gate, that is, who believes in Jesus, will be saved. He or she will come and go and be nourished. The thieves and robbers come to steal, kill, and destroy. The effect of false teaching is disastrous. The path of the Pharisees falls off a rocky cliff. But Jesus has come so that the sheep may have life and have it to the full.
Someone has said that Jesus gives us life without the big “if” in the middle. With Jesus life takes on meaning and has an eternal future. He gives life that delivers joy, rests content, and blossoms in glory. We believe, and we receive that life from Jesus.
Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	22 May

5 Easter
	29 May

6 Easter
	Thursday, 2 June

Ascension Day



	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC

9.00am GRN HC CP

10.30am AUB HC
	9.30am OAK HC Parish Service followed by a shared morning tea. 
	7.30pm HC OAK

	22 May (White)

	READINGS: Acts 6:1-9, 7:2a, 51-60;

1 Peter 2:2-10;


John 14:1-14

	HYMNS: GRN: 524   188   248   450   834   151, v.5
                 OAK, AUB, TMBA: 524   248   206   (834   164)   451

	29 May (White)

	READINGS: Acts 17:16-31;


1 Peter 3:13-22;


John 14:15-21

	HYMNS: 188   420   449   788   287   322 v.1

	Thursday, 2 June (White)

	READINGS: Acts 1:1-11;



Ephesians 1:15-23;


Luke 24:44-53

	HYMNS: 169   109   114   840   365   771 v.1


ANNOUNCEMENTS
4 June, 10.00am. COC meeting at Marburg. 
Bible Studies are set to resume in June. Please let pastor know if you have a topic you would like to study. Also, pastor would like to resume Youth meetings. Let him know if you are interested. 

DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

15 May, 2011
The Fourth Sunday of Easter (Good Shepherd Sunday)
HYMNS: 349   391   113   305   (308)   607
INTROIT: The LORD is my shepherd. I shall not lack anything.

He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me to water where there is quiet.

He restores my soul. He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the valley of deep darkness, I shall fear no evil. For You are with me. Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil. My cup overflows.

Surely, goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Psalm 23
 COLLECT: Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have awakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd, we may know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
READINGS: Acts 242-47 The fellowship of the believers
1 Peter 2:19-25 Suffering for doing good
John 10:1-10 I am the good Shepherd
SERMON: Acts 2:42 The shape of God pleasing worship. 
 












