The Catechism

The Lord’s Prayer
The Fifth Petition
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
What does this mean? We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our sins, or deny our prayer because of them. We are neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us.

NOT REDEEMED WITH PERISHABLE THINGS, BUT WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHIRST
Why do Christians so often live unsanctified lives? Because we don’t think. In our Second Reading for today, Peter helps us to get our thinking straight, to see things as they really are. He is so intense that this whole paragraph in the original Greek pours out all as one sentence. Think! Remember to whom you’re praying - to your Father! You are connected to Him now, and everything you do reflects on His reputation. Remember that He judges each one’s work - God cares not only about how we talk but also about what we do with our lives. Respectful, God-fearing children know that the word Father is not just a magic word to be invoked - it is a sacred relationship that calls us to a new way of thinking and living. In John chapter 8, Jesus rebuked the scribes and Pharisees for their complacency - they called on the Father, but they were not of the Father because their deeds were evil. They were not listening to God’s Word, and their true father was really the devil.
Remember the worthless lives you had handed over to you from your fathers, (1 Peter 1:18b). Peter may have been referring to Jewish listeners, people who grew up under the yoke of Judaism, rabbinic legalism, and the Talmud (a mammoth compendium of opinions of the rabbis). That way of life had become empty, for it dissolved the sure words of God into a babble of conflicting human opinions and interpretations. It was empty because it made demands of holiness and austerity on people without the forgiving grace and mercy of the Messiah. That way of life always leads either to pride, imagining that your own efforts are good enough for God, or to despair, knowing that your own efforts will never be good enough for God. What an empty way to spend your life!
But what the religious traditions of the Greeks offered was even worse. In Greek culture people were taught that their destinies were already determined, controlled by three mysterious and capricious women called the three “Fates.” They were taught that death brought their souls across a grim underground river to the realm of Hades, a gray and cheerless world. Here the spirits of the dead drifted aimlessly to and fro with troubled and eternally vacant faces. A few favourites of the gods, such as great poets and heroes, made it to the paradise of Elysium, and those whom the gods wished to punish were doomed to Tartarus, a place of eternal torment. “Empty!” said Peter.
As you live your lives, remember what it cost God to make you His own - the precious blood of Christ. The Father is that serious about claiming you! The Son is that serious about rescuing you! The sacrificial lambs of the Old Testament ceremonial laws had to be outwardly perfect, without defect or blemish (Exodus 12:5). They symbolised the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. On the cross, outwardly, Jesus didn’t look too good - as Isaiah said prophetically, “He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to Him (53:2)” - but His was an inward perfection, without defect or blemish of sin (Hebrews 7:26). The blood of Jesus Christ has done what no other religion or philosophy in human history could do - remove sinful guilt from human beings and put in its place God’s own righteousness, and all this as God’s gift, received by faith. The Father showed that He accepted the Son’s sacrificial gift by raising Him from the dead and glorifying Him at His right hand. This is our faith; this is our hope.
Peter said that this was God’s plan from all eternity. Our minds are fixed in a system of measured time. We move only forward and at one set speed. But God roams back and forth in time, seeing individual moments and the big picture all at the same time. As God was planning creation, as He designed people to be holy and perfect and pure in the Garden of Eden, He also foresaw the need for a Saviour. From all eternity the Son was chosen as the Redeemer of God’s fallen creatures, and now, in this New Testament age, He has finally been revealed as the One who will lift us back to God’s favour.
Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	15 May

4 Easter
	22 May

5 Easter
	29 May

6 Easter

	8.30am OAK HC PZ

8.30am TMBA LR

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC PZ

CP at Marburg
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC

9.00am GRN HC CP

10.30am AUB HC
	9.30am OAK HC Parish Service followed by a shared morning tea. 

	15 May (White)

	READINGS: Acts 2:42-47;


1 Peter 2:19-25;


John 10:1-10

	HYMNS: 349   391   113   (305   308)   607

	22 May (White)

	READINGS: Acts 6:1-9, 7:2a, 51-60;

1 Peter 2:2-10;


John 14:1-14

	HYMNS: GRN: 524   188   248   450   834   151, v.5
                 OAK, AUB, TMBA: 524   248   206   (834   164)   451

	29 May (White)

	READINGS: Acts 17:16-31;


1 Peter 3:13-22;


John 14:15-21

	HYMNS: 188   420   449   788   287   322 v.1


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesday, 10 May, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Oakey. Opening Devotion: Reuben Sippel. 
Bible Studies are set to resume in June. Please let pastor know if you have a topic you would like to study. Also, pastor would like to resume Youth meetings. Let him know if you are interested. 

DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

8 May, 2011
The Third Sunday of Easter

HYMNS: 831   191   89   197
INTROIT: I love the LORD, because He hears my voice, my plea for mercy.

Because He has turned His ear to me, I shall call on Him as long as I live.

The cords of death had entangled me. The distresses of Sheol had taken hold of me. I was encountering affliction and anguish.

However, I kept on calling on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray, save my life!”

The LORD is gracious and righteous. Our God is compassionate.

The LORD protects simple people. When I was weak, He saved me.

Return to your resting place, O my soul! For the LORD has been good to you.

For You have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.

I shall walk before the LORD in the lands of the living.

I believed even when I said, “I am severely afflicted.”

I myself said, when I was alarmed, “Every human being is a liar.”

What shall I repay to the LORD for all the good that He has done to me?

I shall lift up the cup of salvation, and call on the name of the LORD.

I shall fulfil my vows to the LORD, right in the presence of all His people.

Psalm 116:1-14
 COLLECT: O God, through the humiliation of Your Son, You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
READINGS: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 Repent and be baptised
1 Peter 1:17-25 Called to be holy
Luke 24:13-35 On the road to Emmaus 
SERMON: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 Salvation not based on feelings. 
 












