Welcome to all worshipping with us! Today we give glory to God for the work He performed through the reformers. 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 6 November

21 Pentecost
	Sunday 13 November

22 Pentecost
	Sunday 20 November

Last Sunday in the Church Year

	8.30am OAK HC CP

8.30am TMBA HC Bible Study
9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB LR
9.00am Marburg HC followed by lunch and Bible Study
	8.30am OAK HC PZ Harvest Thanksgiving
8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC PZ Harvest Thanksgiving
	8.30am OAK LR
8.30am TMBA HC Harvest Thanksgiving
9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB Harvest Thanksgiving
CP at Marburg

	Sunday, 6 November (Green) (Red for Harvest)

	READINGS: Amos 5:18-24;


1 Thessalonians 4:13-18;

Matthew 25:1-13


(Harvest): Deuteronomy 26:1-11;
2 Corinthians 9:6-15;
Luke 12:13-21

	HYMNS: GRN: 485  487  103  489 v.1

                TMBA & AUB: 372   814   562 (tune 282)   78   (364)   452

	Sunday, 13 November (Green) (Red for Harvest)

	READINGS: Zephaniah 1:7-16;

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11;

Matthew 25:14-30


(Harvest): Deuteronomy 26:1-11;
2 Corinthians 9:6-15;
Luke 12:13-21

	HYMNS: AUB: 315   319   199   153 v.1-2

                OAK & GRN: 372   814   562 (tune 282)   283   (284)   452


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Wednesday 2 November, 10am Women’s Guild at Trinity Oakey. Opening Devotion: Glenda. Key Word: 
“EAT / EATING” Item of Interest:
Something PURPLE. Please bring a Christmas Gift ($5) to the meeting. After the meeting, we will go to the Oakey Roadhouse for a breakup lunch. Husbands and the Men’s Fellowship are invited to come along to our study and lunch. Pastor needs to know numbers TODAY if you are planning on attending. 

Friday, 4 November, 7.30pm. Junior Youth breakup at Trinity Oakey. 
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

30 October, 2011

Reformation Sunday
HYMNS: 195   271   136   368   287   289   16
INTROIT: God is our Refuge and Strength, a very present help in troubles.

Therefore we shall not be afraid, although the earth quakes and the mountains topple into the middle of the seas, although its water roars and foams and the mountains quake with its surging. 

There is a river, and its streams make the city of God glad, the holy dwelling-place of the Most High.

God is inside it. It will not be shaken. God will help it when the morning dawns.

Nations rage, kingdoms totter. He utters His voice, the earth melts.

The LORD of hosts is with us. The God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Come! See the works of the LORD! He has brought devastation on the earth.

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth. He breaks the bow and cuts the spear in pieces. He burns the chariots with fire.

“Cease striving, and know that I am God! I shall be exalted among the nations. I shall be exalted in the earth.”

The LORD of hosts is with us. The God of Jacob is our refuge.

Psalm 46
COLLECT: Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Revelation 14:6-7 Fear God and give glory to Him!  
Romans 3:19-28 The righteousness of God that is not by the Law but through faith
Matthew 11:12-19 Wisdom is justified by her deeds
SERMON: Matthew 11:12-19 Wisdom is justified by her deeds
Is the Reformation Over?

Revelation 14:6-7 has long been widely understood to be a clear reference to the Reformation and to Martin Luther.  He opened the eyes of the world to the Gospel once again.  The Reformation was the work of God, to be sure, but it was worked by God through Martin Luther. 

Luther did not see himself as the reformer.  Christ is the Reformer of His Church.  Luther was merely a teacher, given to teaching very unpopular truths.  And teach them he did.  The teachings of the Lutheran Church which are the sweetest to us are the ones that drew the heaviest fire in Luther's time - and still draws the antipathy of the world, both religious and secular, today. 

One of the topics that Luther spoke and wrote about on several occasions was the idea that the Gospel would not long endure in one place.  He likened it to a shower of rain which would be here for a time, and then move on somewhere else.  The cause of this change, according to Luther, is the hostility of the world in the place where the Word is taught. 

We see this ingratitude and contempt that Luther wrote about today.  We would expect nothing else from the Roman Church who never delighted in the Gospel.  The Protestants, too, were never on board with Luther in His prizing of the Gospel, preferring decisions and holiness of conduct to trusting God and believing that we have forgiveness as His free and unmerited gift.  What is troubling is how Lutheran Churches - so called, and once quite Lutheran in fact - are walking away from the Gospel.  Even the so-called conservative Lutheran Churches are not reliably Lutheran any more.  The situation leads one to ask, “Is the Reformation Over?” 

The answer is that for many, it is.  They have rejected the truth in favour of something that feels good.  We all have that temptation.  Even when we delight in the old hymns and find comfort in the familiar shape of the liturgy, our flesh is seeking its comfort in how things feel - warm and familiar - rather than finding our comfort and hope in Jesus and the salvation which He accomplished for us and gives to us.  It is good when the truth is familiar and comfortable and comforting - but we must guard against letting the beauty of the service or the nostalgic hymns and what-not be comforting simply because they are familiar and nostalgic.  You want the truth to be familiar and comfortable and it is good that it is such an old friend that it brings you joy just to hear it.  But it is the faith and the doctrine that should bring the joy, not merely the sense that we have been here before. 

Many others in our society have given up the truth in favour of other teachings.  Perhaps they have been deceived, and perhaps they have been distracted by something new.  Some have put away the uncomfortable truths of the law and about sin in order to be more appealing to the unbelieving world around us.  The new emphasis on outreach and ‘missions’ often covers a flight from the difficult things about our sins and our sinfulness.  There are those that want to pretend that people are basically decent and good by nature.  It is an alluring thought, and the world around us likes that form of doctrine.  It just doesn’t happen to be true. 

But if you throw away the doctrine of sin, and stop telling people about their need for salvation, they won’t understand the Gospel, and they will invent something much more to their liking for their religion - like Scientology which re-affirms the individual and tells you that you are wholesome and capable and if you just focus all that positive energy, you can achieve great things!  They call such teaching “New Age,” but there is nothing new about them. This heresy is as old as the Serpent in Eden.  In addition, the old errors of works righteousness are always around, and many people find scoring high on their own goodness standard is easier to trust in than the gift of God in connection with Christ Jesus.  Trusting God has not been a human strength since the time of Adam and Eve. 

For those who have turned away from the truth, or who have chosen to experience, instead of church and faith, all that the world has to offer, the Reformation is probably over.  We are being invited to join that happy throng all the time.  The invitation is present in the temptation to think we know better than the Bible.  It is found in the desire to take back that hour or two a week that seems so hard to devote to worship and fellowship.  It is what you are wrestling with when you feel like you can stop learning and stop doing devotions and focus a little bit more on everyday life.  You are being tempted to join the world when it doesn’t seem so bad to miss church and you have a right to do those things that keep you away from the fellowship of the people of God around Word and Sacrament.  If you give in to it, the Reformation is over. 

It is over for most people in Australia.  Christians today feel somehow authorised to be arrogant, independent, competent in themselves, and safe.  Bumper sticker witnessing takes the place of actually speaking about your faith to another, and your faith becomes something between you and God.  When your religion makes you feel a step ahead and a stroke better than someone else, you have moved beyond the Reformation.  The truth is that we are never done with the Reformation, if we are true to the faith of our fathers. 

We need to be constantly reminded that we are worthless and evil people.  Our holiness is not something we do, it is something that we have been given, and if we lose sight of that truth, it will slide off our backs and reveal again that we are just like the worst of those around us in society - you know, those that we point to and wrinkle up our noses at.  We are sinners even as Christians.  Our holiness and our salvation is by grace alone.  We need to continually be reminding ourselves of that wonderful truth. 

No, it is not wonderful that we are wretched and miserable sinners, just true - but it is wonderful that Jesus has died for us, and pours out on us His righteousness on us and makes us holy and gives us eternal life, and guarantees that we shall rise from our graves and live forever - no matter what happens to us before then.  We cannot lose sight of what we are by nature - and so pride and arrogance is out of the question.  We dare not lose sight of what Christ has done in us and to us, for that is the Gospel - and so despair and self-loathing are not appropriate either.  We can have a quiet joy, and a sense that those awful people around us need some of what God has given to us - salvation.  We don’t pity those people, we simply recognise the need, and sorrow over their lost condition, and try to do what we can to help them.  And all that we can do is tell them the good news of forgiveness, life, and salvation, and pray that they will also believe and receive and become just like us in Christ.  And we can invite them to church, too. Christ alone is our righteousness and hope - and He is all they have to hope in too. 

We need to continue the Reformation, daily in our own lives, and in our church, and in the world around us.  We need to live out what it is that we believe so that there is a hope that they - whoever they are - may see something of Christ in us, and ask us the questions, so that we can give that good defence for the hope that is in us, just as Peter said.  We need to do what we can - not to earn anything, because we cannot, but to spread the faith - because it is faith alone that receives the forgiveness Christ won on the cross for us.  And it is faith alone that finds comfort and hope and joy in the Gospel - and in the fellowship of those that believe. 

I suspect that the “little shower” of the Gospel among us may be moving.  It doesn’t seem long for Australia.  Too many of those who have heard it have become bored with it.  Too many who knew it once have abandoned it.  We tend to get bored with the familiar - even the good familiar.  When it is God’s stuff, our nature simply rebels.  We need to pray daily that God would continue to maintain the blessings of the Gospel and His church among us.  We need to plead with Him to keep the Reformation alive in our hearts and in our homes and in our church.  Wherever God’s people are, there the Reformation is alive and on-going.  We must be in the Word - for it is Scripture alone that works in us and strengthens us, and teaches us.  It was in the Word that Luther found the Reformation, and it is only when we are in the Word that it will continue among us. 

Is the Reformation over?  For some, yes.  For some, it never started.  For me - and I think also for you - the answer is, ‘No!’  Or at least I hope and pray that it is not - and that it will never be over.  May God grant us this prayer, for Jesus sake. 










