Welcome to all worshipping with us! The benediction of God is prolific in the language of the Church. Its enormous blessing is pronounced by pastors and received by the gathered assembly. All who believe in the name of Jesus – Jew and Greek, slave and free, male and female – are enveloped forever with the grace and the peace of God. 
Pastor P. Ziebell, Phone 46912276, or 0407583922. Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au
The Living Word Bookstore Phone 46913446. Email: aelcbookshop@westnet.com.au

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 8 January

1 Epiphany
	Sunday 15 January

2 Epiphany
	Sunday 22 January

3 Epiphany 

	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB HC CP
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB LR

CP at Marburg
	8.30am OAK HC CP

8.30am TMBA HC 

9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC

	Sunday, 8 January (White)

	READINGS: Genesis 1:1-5;


Romans 6:1-11;


Mark 1:4-11

	HYMNS: OAK, TMBA, GRN: 40   823   749   279

                 AUB: 749   831   39   217   294   47, v.5

	Service, Sunday, 15 January (Green)

	READINGS: 1 Samuel 3:1-20;             1 Corinthians 6:12-20;

John 1:43-51

	HYMNS: 507   39   377   336 v.1

	Service, Sunday, 22 January (Green)

	READINGS: Jonah 3:1-5, 10;


1 Corinthians 7:29-35;

Mark 1:14-20

	HYMNS: OAK: 45        217      361      282      509
                TMBA, GRN, AUB: 528   217   45   (839   840)   864


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pastor will be away from 2-16 January. In an emergency, contact him on his mobile. 

HYMNS: 504   36   166   289   (291)   514
INTROIT: O LORD, our Lord, how splendid is Your name in all the earth! O set Your glory above the heavens!

Out of the mouths of children and nursing infants You have established strength, because of Your enemies, that You may silence the enemy and the avenger.

When I look at Your heavens, which Your fingers have made, the moon and the stars, which You have set in place, what is man, that You should be mindful of him, and the son of man, that You should be concerned about him?
You have made Him lower than the angels for a little while, and You have crowned Him with glory and honour.
You have made Him master over the works that Your hands have made. You have put all things under His feet, all sheep and oxen, and even wild animals, the birds of the sky, and the fish of the sea, which pass through the paths of the seas.

O LORD, our Lord, how splendid is Your name in all the earth!


Psalm 8

COLLECT: Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Saviour, subject to the Law and caused Him to shed His blood on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit, that our hearts may be made pure from all sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Numbers 6:22-27 The priestly blessing.


Galatians 3:23-29 Sons of God.


Luke 2:21 Jesus presented at the temple.

SERMON: Luke 2:21 He was named Jesus 

WHAT’S IN A NAME

Who of you knows what your name means? Some are named after one parent or another relative. Sometimes names are derived from historical figures or legends. Many times Christian parents give their children the names of biblical figures. Mary, Joseph, James, Ruth, etc.  

The same custom existed at the time of Jesus. Like all children of the Jews, eight days after His birth, the baby Jesus was circumcised and given a name. In the Old Testament (Joshua 24), we hear part of the story of Joshua, the leader of the people Israel after the death of Moses. The name Joshua in Hebrew means “The Lord saves” or “The Lord is my Saviour.” 

Joshua means the same as Jesus. Allow me to explain. The Old Testament was written in Hebrew and Joshua is a Hebrew name. But at the time of Jesus, Hebrew language was not common. In Palestine, another language, Aramaic, was more common. The Greek language was the common language in the entire Roman Empire. The New Testament was written in Greek. Therefore, Jesus is the name Joshua translated into Aramaic and then translated into Greek. Jesus also means “The Lord saves” or “The Lord is my Saviour.” 

Perhaps when parents give their children a name of a figure from history, legend or the Bible, they hope that their children show something of the character of those figures. But the name of Jesus was not the idea of Joseph and Mary, but the Lord sent an angel to Mary, (Luke 1:31), and then to Joseph in a dream to name the child ‘Jesus’ (Matt. 1:21).
What does this mean? The life of Jesus has a purpose, revealed in the messianic prophecies of the Old Testament: To comply with the Law of God, paying the price for our sins by His suffering and death on the cross and His resurrection for us gain eternal life. That means, to be our Saviour. 

God has a purpose for our lives too. Jeremiah testified that “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you came forth out of the womb I sanctified, and gave you a prophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5). In the same way, Paul wrote, “But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me by His grace to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles... .” (Galatians 1:15-16). 

It may be that God’s purpose for our lives are not fully disclosed before our resurrection on the day of Christ’s glory. God gives us the freedom to pursue our own vocations, our own gifts. There are a variety of gifts, but all can serve as members of the Body of Christ. 

What’s the value of a name? Not only to remember the heroes, kings and sages of the past, but also to identify a unique person. Because God is the Creator of heaven and earth, all things visible and invisible, He is the Father of all and loves us as His creations. Furthermore, because of Jesus Christ, sin cannot separate us from God - we are adopted children in Christ. In Holy Baptism, God has called each of us by name and has announced us to be sons and daughters and live forever in Christ. 

So never forget you who are: redeemed children and loved by God. As stated by Paul in Galatians 3:26-29, “...for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were baptised into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.”



DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC


TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 
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