New Year’s Day, 2012
                                                                                           Luke 2:21


HE WAS NAMED JESUS

Sermon for New Year’s Day, 2012 

Luke 2:21


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 


The text for our sermon today is Luke 2:21 On the eighth day, when the time came to circumcise the Baby, He was named ‘Jesus,’ the name that the angel had given Him before He was conceived in the womb.


Lord God, heavenly Father, sanctify us through Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. 

Dear friends in Christ,

Our text for today is all about the name ‘Jesus.’ This name was given to Him formally when He was circumcised, but it was His name from eternity. The angel Gabriel gave Him that name when he announced to Mary that she was going to have this Child. He said, “And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bear a Son, and you shall name Him Jesus,” (Luke1:31). In Matthew’s account of the announcement of the coming birth, this time to Joseph, He was given the name Jesus like this, “And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins,” (Matt. 1:21). So the name ‘Jesus’ was His name before He received it formally in the visit to the temple.
Our text is the brief account of the circumcision of Jesus. It was on the eighth day that a male child of Israel had to be circumcised, or he would forfeit all claims to his birthright as a child of the covenant and a member of the house of Israel. It was on that day that the male child was formally named. In the case of the first-born, it was also part of the presentation of the first born to God as required by the covenant, due to the Passover. This presentation pointed forward to Jesus, the first-born of Mary and God’s first-born Son who was to be our Saviour. But today, our focus is on Jesus receiving His name and what that name means. 
As with Jesus, families back then probably all knew the names of their children before the eighth day, but the name wasn’t formally the child’s until after that day. One did not need a name until He was officially one of the people. And back then, they chose their names with care.

They didn’t generally choose names as many people do today, simply because they thought it sounded good. No, they intended to say something about the child or about their hopes for the child, or to confess something about their faith and hope in God. Names often told a story. For example, the name Moses means ‘to pull out,’ because, as the Bible tells it, he was ‘pulled out’ of the water by the daughter of Pharaoh. God told Moses the name by which the children of Israel were to know Him, ‘Yahweh’ - it was a shortened form of the name He originally spoke to Moses ‘I Am Who I Am.’ Adam meant ‘earth, soil,’ for ‘from dust you came and to dust you shall return,’ and it also became the word for ‘man’ for obvious reasons. Adam named his wife Eve, which means ‘Life’ or ‘Living,’ because she was the mother of all the living. Cain was an expression of faith. It meant ‘Gotten One’ because Eve thought that Cain was the promised Messiah, and she said, when she named him, “I have gotten a man, the Lord,” (Gen. 4:1). Noah’s name meant ‘rest.’ Abram meant ‘Exalted Father.’ Abraham meant ‘Father of a Multitude.’ Isaac meant ‘Laughter,’ because Sarah laughed when God told Abraham that she would bear a son even though she was ninety years old. Jacob meant ‘The One who Supplants,’ and Israel meant ‘He who Strives with God.’ Joshua means ‘God saves’ as does Isaiah, Hosea, and Jesus. That name could also be translated ‘Yahweh is Saviour’, and, the prophesy in Isaiah 35 said it meant ‘But He will save you.’ You get the idea. Names often told a story. Sometimes they were earned, and sometimes they were given. Sometimes they were prophetic, and sometimes they simply reflected the hopes and dreams of the people who gave them.

The infant, Jesus, was named prophetically, by the angel Gabriel (whose name appears to mean something like ‘God is Strong’). The fact that Mary and Joseph named Jesus as the angel had instructed them meant that they believed. They knew that somehow this Child was going to be the Saviour. How hard that must have been to believe after Mary had carried the baby for nine months and had given birth and He looked so pink and wrinkly and normal for a baby. But they did believe. So, on the eighth day, when the time came to circumcise the Baby, He was named ‘Jesus.’ 
Scripture has given Him other names too: And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace, (Is. 9:6). “And she shall call His name ‘Immanuel,’” (Is. 7:14). “And this is His name by which He will be called, ‘The LORD our righteousness,’” (Jer. 33:16).
But today we are focusing on the name ‘Jesus.’ This was not an unusual name at that time. In some cultures, it is a common name even today. Jewish parents named their children ‘Jesus’ or ‘Joshua’ all the time. It connected the man Joshua from the time of the Exodus, to the history of the nation, and it expressed their faith that “God saves,” and it hinted at the hope of the Messiah, “God Himself is Saviour.” That last thought pointed toward the prophecy of Isaiah (another name spelled nearly the same way as Jesus, in Hebrew) which promised that the Messiah would be called ‘Immanuel’ which means ‘God with us’ or ‘God dwelling among us.’
Fulfilling that prophecy, Jesus is Immanuel. He is God in the flesh, come to live among men as a man. Only, Jesus wasn’t named Immanuel, He is Immanuel. For something like 33 years, God walked visibly among humanity as a man, enduring all of the troubles and discomforts to which human flesh is heir. He worked, He sweated, He ached, and He hungered. He lost family members to the grave and knew earthly grief and sorrow. He knew persecution and frustration, betrayal and finally death.

But that did not end His life, nor did He stop being Immanuel. He continues to be ‘Immanuel’ God with us through Word and Sacrament. He is with each of us by virtue of our Baptism. He is with us in the Holy Supper as He feeds us with His body and gives us to drink of His blood. He is still Immanuel, for, as He has promised, ‘Behold, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.’
The angel told Joseph in his dream: “you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins,” (Matt. 1:21). So, when Jesus wore the name, the name itself contained the entire Gospel. That truth is not evident to everyone, but it is to those who know and believe the Gospel. The name Jesus contains the truth that God the One who revealed Himself to Abraham and Moses, and rescued Israel from bondage in Egypt was there, in this Baby come to save His people from their sins and to fulfil all of His promises of old. Although many did not see it, some did. We remember Simeon when He took the Child in his arms.
So, when Jesus wore the name, it meant ‘Saviour,’ and still does today. It is His righteousness that has earned our everlasting life. It is His death that has paid the penalty and borne the judgment and the wrath of God against my sins and yours! His cross is the price of your salvation.

Jeremiah wrote: “And this is His name by which He will be called, ‘The LORD our righteousness,’” (Jer. 33:16). He has rescued each one of you from sin and death and hell, both by His righteousness and by His death in your place. It is His will and His promise that you who know of His saving works, and all who rest their hope completely on Him trusting in His promises of forgiveness, resurrection, life and salvation shall rise to everlasting life and joy and peace and health with Him and through Him. He that believes and is baptised will be saved.

This marvellous Gospel lesson of just one verse also reminds us that God knows each of us before we are born. Psalm 139:16 says, “Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your ﻿book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.” God tells us that we are chosen in Jesus Christ before the foundation of the world - that He knew us personally before creation because He planned us! Your faith and your presence among His people today is not an accident. God chose you in His grace because of His great love. He knew your name, and planned for you to be His child even before your parents knew one another. What marvellous comfort and what holy joy particularly as we strain to see into the darkness of the unknown future this brand-new year!
What does the circumcision of Jesus, and His naming have to do with the New Year? Everything. It relates to the New Year like this: we enter that New Year in Jesus’ name - so that at the name of Jesus ﻿every knee should bow, ﻿in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and ﻿every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is ﻿Lord, to the glory of God the Father, (Phil. 2:101-11).
 We begin the New Year in His name, trusting in His promises, looking for His blessings, and thanking Him for our blessings and our preservation in the year gone by.

Your sins, whatever they may be, have been forgiven because Jesus died in your place. You start this New Year fresh and clean in His name. Your death, however near or distant it may appear, is but a temporary thing for your body, and shall not touch your soul. Because of the name of Jesus, your death is but the doorway to everlasting life. Your life, though it may be confusing and sometimes painful and maybe even frightening to you, is not out of control. God, who loves you, who has sent His Son to die for you, and who has chosen you from the foundation of the world is with you. He will not let your feet slip. He will not allow you to stumble. He will not allow any evil to come near to you. He has this all planned, down to the last detail. Pain and sorrow, sickness, and even death may well come, but not by mistake, and not by accident, but out of the love of your heavenly Father and no evil shall befall you! That is the Word of God, underlined boldly in the name ‘Jesus.’
In the name of Jesus there is power and glory and salvation - and peace. And He shares all of that with each of us who believes - for He has saved you.  And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins,” (Matt. 1:21). Happy New Year! Amen.
The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR NEW YEAR’S DAY


Heavenly Father, God from everlasting to everlasting, to You a thousand years are like one day, like yesterday already gone, or a short watch in the night: We adore and bless You as our Creator, the Giver of every good gift, the Source of all help, and the God of our salvation.


Your gracious care has brought us to this day, and it is of Your mercy that we have not been destroyed.  Year by year You have spared and blessed us.  You have not punished us as we deserve, or repaid us for our sins and wrongs.  You have continued to give us Your Word and blessed Sacraments; You have blessed us through the Church.  You have filled our homes and hearts with good.  We confess Your constant love every morning and Your faithfulness every night, and thank and praise Your holy name.


Make the new year, we pray, a year of salvation to us.  We enter it in humble trust in Jesus’ name, because He has come to save us from our sins.  We know no other saving name; make it our daily shelter and only hiding-place.  Grant that we may daily experience its gracious power; and that through it our prayers may rise like incense before You.


Bless Your Church, and let Your Word spread rapidly that Your kingdom may be extended to the ends of the earth.  Look in mercy on our congregations, and preserve among us the pure preaching of Your Word and the right use of the holy Sacraments.  Do not let Your Word fail to achieve Your purposes, but open the hearts of the hearers to receive it gladly and to obey it willingly.


Bless our country Australia and all its people in this new year.  Give our leaders wisdom and power to administer justice and to work for the good of all.  Maintain peace in our land and on all the earth.  Give success to all work in town and countryside; provide us with our daily bread, and keep us from sickness and all other ills.  Crown the year with Your goodness so that Your glory may continue among us.


Watch over our homes; bless them with peace and happiness, and grant that all parents may rule their households in true godliness, and bring up their children in reverence for You.  Keep the privileged and prosperous from worldly pride, and the poor and needy from murmuring, envy, and discontent.  Provide for widows and orphans and all who are lonely and afflicted, and have mercy on all who are sick.  When the righteous cry, hear them, and rescue them from all their troubles.


As all our days have been written in Your book even from eternity, we commit ourselves into Your hands.  Keep us from every evil of body and soul, and bless us with what You know is best.  Help us in the new year to walk in newness of life, using every today to love and do Your will; so that, if this coming year should be our last on earth, we may at the appointed time end our earthly life in peace and begin the new year of eternity in Your perfect presence and to Your never-ending praise.


Hear us, eternal God, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour.  Amen.
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