Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 27 November

1st Sunday in Advent
	Sunday 4 December

2 Advent
	Sunday 11 December

3 Advent

	10.30am AUB HC Parish Service and shared lunch
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB HC CP

PZ at Bogan Gate
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC 

9.30am GRN HC CP

10.30am AUB HC

3.30pm CWA visit

	Sunday, 27 November (Violet)

	READINGS: Isaiah 64:1-9;

1 Corinthians 1:3-9;



Mark 13:24-37

	HYMNS: 10   19   735   485   285   286   4

	Sunday, 4 December (Violet)

	READINGS: Isaiah 40:1-11;

2 Peter 3:8-14;





Mark 1:1-8

	HYMNS: 6   13  1 ( 485   289)   11

	Sunday, 11 December (Violet)

	READINGS: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11;
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;


John 1:6-8, 19-28

	HYMNS: GRN: 12   1  13   6   290   17 v.4
             OAK , TMBA, AUB:9 1   12   (327   375)   572 


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Saturday 26 November, 7.30pm. Choir practice at Trinity Oakey.

Sunday, 27 November. Could each family please provide cold meat, salad, and something for dessert for our Advent lunch? Also please bring along the usual stapler, scissors and glue for the craft activity. 
Sunday 4th December, 9.00am. Divine service will be held at St John’s Lutheran Church, Minden, to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the laying of the foundation stone and will be followed by a fellowship lunch in the hall afterwards. All are welcome to attend. 
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

20 November, 2011

The Last Sunday of the Church Year
HYMNS: 356   169   15   604
INTROIT: Come! Let us shout joyfully to the LORD! Let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation!

Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving! Let us shout joyfully to Him with songs!

For the LORD is the great God, and the great King above all gods.

In His hand are the unexplored depths of the earth, and the peaks of the mountains belong to Him.

The sea is His, and He has made it, and His hands have formed the dry land.

Come, let us worship and bow down! Let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!

For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand.

Psalm 95:1-7a
COLLECT: Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the living and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your own from the foundation of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 The LORD GOD will seek them out.
1 Corinthians 15:20-28 Christ, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
Matthew 25:31-46 The final judgement.     
SERMON: Matthew 25:31-46 You did it for Me
The Final Judgement
Some thoughts on Matthew 25:31-46
With this magnificent picture of the final judgment, Jesus’ teaching ministry comes to an end. The first verse of the next chapter is the fifth of the five points at which Matthew says, “When Jesus had finished saying all these things …” (Matthew 7:28; 11:1; 13:53; and 19:1 are the other four.) This is the glorious climax of our Saviour’s preaching, and Matthew is the only one to record it for us.

This judgement scene takes us back to Daniel’s vision of the Ancient of Days, seated on His glorious throne. “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into His presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and His kingdom is one that will never be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13-14).

The glory of the Son of Man is mentioned twice in verse 31. This anticipates Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer, “Father, I want those you have given Me to be with Me where I am, and to see My glory, the glory you have given Me because you loved Me before the creation of the world” (John 17:24). The glory of the Son of Man is augmented by the appearance of “all the angels with Him.” How many angels do you suppose there are? A couple days later in Gethsemane, Jesus said, “Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matthew 26:53). A Roman legion was supposed to be made up of six thousand soldiers.

However large the number of angels, they may be outnumbered by the human beings when “all the nations will be gathered before Him.” Every single human being who ever lived or ever will live is going to be present. No excuses. No exceptions. It staggers the imagination. “Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake” (Daniel 12:2). 

The separation of the wise virgins from the foolish virgins and the faithful servants from the unfaithful servant is now compared to the way a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. A shepherd can easily tell the difference between a sheep and a goat. So, on the Last Day, it will be a simple matter for Jesus to do the task that He declined to let His disciples do earlier in 13:28–30. After verse 33, the imagery of the sheep and the goats disappears.

For the Church, this is the day of the wedding. Our heavenly Bridegroom has prepared a place in His Father’s house. Now He is coming back to claim His bride. The joyous celebration will include a banquet where we will recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (8:11). This is the wedding supper of the Lamb (see Revelation 19:9). This is the meal of which the Lord’s Supper has been a foretaste (see Matthew 26:29). But for the foolish virgins and the unfaithful servant, this is the day of the great divorce.

The whole point of the judgement is that some are saved and others are not. This theme has been consistently presented throughout Jesus’ teaching ministry. Although we live in an age that prizes diversity and tolerance, the sad truth is that not all people will be saved. Some people will go to hell. God “wants all men to be saved” (1 Timothy 2:4), but the teaching of Jesus makes it clear that God will not get all that He wants. God’s original purpose in creating hell was not to prepare a place for sinful people. No, hell was “prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). Nevertheless, the goats who are on the King’s left will join the devil and his angels in eternal flames. (Perhaps this explains why the goat’s head has become a satanic symbol.)

Jesus has been speaking in picture language up to this point. Bringing oil to keep our lamps burning and making faithful use of the talents entrusted to us are pictures that are capable of divergent interpretations. But now Jesus talks about feeding the hungry and showing hospitality to strangers and clothing the naked and visiting the sick and the incarcerated. This sermon is very specific and concrete and unambiguous. Jesus tells us what to do, and He tells us how important it is to do it.

There is nothing sensational or spectacular about the activity the King commends. Saint John Chrysostom noticed that the Judge does not say, “I was sick and you healed Me,” or “I was in prison and you set Me free.” These are not big miracles but little acts of mercy and kindness. Virtually every Christian is capable of these.

There is nothing sensational or spectacular about the inactivity the King condemns. There is no mention of murder, rape, or blasphemy. It is the simple, ordinary things they neglected to do that damn them. Because “anything you have not done for one of these, even the least important of them, you have not done for Me.”

It would be a mistake to draw the conclusion that we are saved by virtue of our good works. Numerous Bible passages make it clear that we are saved only by the grace of God, only through faith in Christ. But those who have received the grace of God become gracious people. Those who have been given the gift of faith become faithful people. Or as Jesus put it in the Beatitudes, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy” (Matt. 5:7).

Our consciences bear witness that the King’s verdict is merciful. He covers all our sins of omission with merciful silence. We have not fed every hungry beggar we ever met. We have not always been the generous and hospitable and sensitive humanitarians He gives us credit for being. He remembers only the few, scattered deeds of mercy that we have done. In fact, He remembers things we have forgotten, “When did we see you …?”

Christ remembers every act of kindness because He identifies Himself so closely with the poor and needy. “Truly, I tell you, anything you have done for one of My brothers here, even the least important of them, you have done for Me.”

Wondrous honour hast Thou given

To our humblest charity

In Thine own mysterious sentence,

“Ye have done it unto Me.”

Can it be, O gracious master,

Thou dost deign for alms to sue,

Saying to Thy poor and needy,

“Give as I have given to you.”? (Lutheran Hymnal with Supplement, Hymn 356, v.3)









