READINGS: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Offering first fruits and tithes
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 The cheerful giver
Luke 12:13-21 The parable of the rich fool
SERMON: Deuteronomy 8:3 Man does not live by bread alone

Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 20 November

Last Sunday in the Church Year
	Sunday 27 November

1st Sunday in Advent
	Sunday 4 December

2 Advent

	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC Harvest Thanksgiving
9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC Harvest Thanksgiving
CP at Marburg
	10.30am AUB HC Parish Service and shared lunch
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB HC CP

PZ at Bogan Gate

	Sunday, 20 November (Green) (Red for Harvest)

	READINGS: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24;
1 Corinthians 15:20-28;

Matthew 25:31-46


(Harvest): Deuteronomy 26:1-11;
2 Corinthians 9:6-15;
Luke 12:13-21

	HYMNS: OAK & GRN: 356   169   15   604

                 TMBA & AUB: 372   814   562 (tune 282)   283   (284)   452

	Sunday, 27 November (Violet)

	READINGS: Isaiah 64:1-9;

1 Corinthians 1:3-9;



Mark 13:24-37

	HYMNS: 10   19   735   485   285   286   4


ANNOUNCEMENTS
This afternoon, 3.30pm. CWA visit.

Sunday, 27 November. Could each family please provide cold meat, salad, and something for dessert for our Advent lunch? 
Sunday 4th December, 9.00am. Divine service will be held at St John’s Lutheran Church, Minden, to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the laying of the foundation stone and will be followed by a fellowship lunch in the hall afterwards. All are welcome to attend. 
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

13 November, 2011

Harvest Thanksgiving
HYMNS: 372   814   562   283   (284)   452
INTROIT: You receive praise in silence in Zion, O God, and vows to You will be fulfilled.

O You who hear prayer, to You all human beings will come.

Iniquitous things have been prevailing over me. You Yourself will provide atonement for our rebellious actions.

Blessed is the person whom You choose and whom You bring near, that he may dwell in Your courts! We shall be satisfied with the good things of Your house, the holiness of Your temple.

You answer us in righteousness with awesome deeds, O our saving God, the Confidence of all the ends of the earth and of the most distant sea.

He is the One who sets the mountains in place by His strength, the One who puts on strength like a waistcloth.

He is the One who calms the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the turmoil of the peoples.

Those who live at the ends of the earth have been in awe of Your miraculous signs. You make the places where morning dawns and the places where evening fades shout for joy.

You have taken care of the land and have caused it to overflow. You have enriched it abundantly. The stream of God is filled with water. You are providing their grain. For that is how You have prepared it.

You have given its furrows their fill of drink, and levelled off the edges of its furrows. You soften it with gentle rain, and bless its growth.

You have crowned the year of Your goodness, and Your wheel-tracks drip with fat.

The pastures in the desert overflow. The hills are robed with joy.

The meadows are clothed with flocks, and the valleys are covered with grain. They are shouting for joy. Indeed, they are singing.

Psalm 65
COLLECT: Almighty God, You crown the fields with Your blessing and permit us to gather in the fruits of the earth. As stewards of Your creation, may we receive Your gifts in humble thankfulness and share Your bounty with those in need; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Being Rich toward God

Some thoughts on Luke 12:13-21

Sometimes we may think that money and wealth should not be discussed in church: that we should use this time for more important, more spiritual subjects. We may even remember the incident where Jesus chased the money changers from the temple, overturning their tables of coins and lashing them with a whip.

Yet Jesus often preached on the subject of money. He told the parables about the treasure hidden in a field, the pearl of great price, the tenants who would not pay their rent, the talents or sums of money that were loaned to three servants, and the parable of two men who were forgiven great debts, one great and one small. He told the parable of the lost coin, the prodigal son who wasted his inheritance, and this parable of the rich fool. One time Jesus was concerned enough to send a disciple to pay his taxes with a coin that was provided in a fish’s mouth. At worship He pointed out the woman who gave her last two coins for an offering. He also said, “No man can serve two masters. You cannot love both God and money.”
In fact, of the 40-odd parables of Jesus recorded in the Bible, just under half of them refer to proper use of money and riches. You can see that Jesus really did have much to say about money. He taught us that all riches really belong to God and warned us about the consequences about not being rich toward God.

So what does it mean to be rich toward God? We can learn several truths here about money and property.


Being rich toward God is to believe that God is the giver of all good things, including life and salvation. We live in a society that pays little attention to spiritual truth. Instead, it values property, income, status, social standing, and material wealth as being of more importance. Everywhere advertising confronts us suggesting what we really most need can be bought in a store. For instance, on Valentine’s Day our love is questioned if we do not buy an expensive present for that special someone.

All the emphasis today is on what you drink, drive, and wear on your body. No one seems to care about what’s going to happen to them when they die. Christians reject this lifestyle. We believe we are more than consumers. Being rich toward God is to know that we are the beloved children of God.


Being rich toward God means you measure your own worth by who you are, not by what you own. A person’s wealth tells us nothing about who they are on the inside. It doesn’t matter to God what you are worth dollar-wise. He considers a person to be wealthy when they are at peace with Him, when they have the certainty that nothing can separate them from His love. Christians are rich toward God when they depend on Him to supply their every need, when they are certain of God’s unconditional love.

We are rich toward God when the thing we value most in this life is what Jesus gave us on the cross. We know that we are totally undeserving of what He did for us. There Jesus made us acceptable to God and gave us a life of peace and joy that will never end.

Being rich toward God is the gift of finding the joy of using the good things God gives to be a blessing to others. We find examples of this throughout the Bible. When Noah and his family stepped out of the ark after being saved from the great flood, the first thing they did was to offer a sacrifice to God. When God blessed Abraham in his battle against the wicked kings, the first thing he did was give a tenth of everything he had to Melchizedek, God’s priest, because he was so thankful.

When the woman came to the temple to offer her gift for the poor, Jesus noted that her two pennies were the greatest gift, for it was all that she had. When the Apostle Paul came to visit the poor congregations in Macedonia in northern Greece, they collected a tremendous mission offering for those in need.

With these and the many other examples in Holy Scripture, why are we unable to do the same today? Why is it so easy to sign a three hundred thousand dollar home mortgage, to buy a thirty thousand dollar car, but so hard to put some of our income into the offering basket?

Most of us give more than twenty percent of our income to the government in taxes. We do it because we will be punished if we don’t. What about God? He does not threaten those who belong to Him. He supplies us with all we need in this life. He washes away all of our guilt and sin. He gives us a place at His table, a room in His heavenly mansion. Does the government do anything like that for us? Why don’t we respond to God in the way He asks? He is so kind and loving to us, and we respond by giving Him the leftovers, or nothing at all for that matter.

One of the reasons for this is because many Christians today have allowed themselves to fall into financial bondage. We are in bondage to loaded credit cards, payment plans, and expensive lifestyles. We live beyond our means. For that reason we cannot give a sacrificial tithe that God calls for. God provides a house, but we have to have a bigger one. He gives us a car, but we want a more expensive one. We are never satisfied.

When we live like this we miss out on the joy of knowing how well God provides. For when you give to God before you give to yourself, when you put that sacrificial gift in the offering plate every Sunday, you have the joy of knowing that God is going to take care of you. You stop comparing the way you live to the way other people live. You know you are different. You have different goals, different dreams. You are free. But the best thing of all is you see yourself trusting God. There is nothing quite like it.

We forget that God does not need our money. He only wants our heart. But our heart cannot be divided. We cannot build a partition inside it and say, “This part belongs to God, but this part is for me.” Everything belongs to God. He only loans us what we need so we can live in His world.

Being rich to God means using what we have right now not for selfish purposes, but to serve Him.

God has given us the wonderful opportunity to know who we belong to, and it isn’t to the monthly bills or the lifestyles of our friends and relatives. We belong to Jesus. He paid our debt to God. He forgives our past wrongs, our divided hearts. He told us to cast all our cares upon Him. He shows us the right use of all the things He gives us to serve Him.

To give to God’s purposes and to share with others is to believe that God will supply all of your needs. And the family that comes together around God’s purposes is the family that has peace and joy in serving Jesus.

The man in Luke 12:16-21 built the barns, got himself all set, and said to himself, “It’s time to relax, eat, drink and be merry.” Financial planners would say he was wise, but God called him a fool, for that very night he died. What did it gain him?

Being rich toward God is being ready to leave everything behind at a moment’s notice. We don’t know how long we have to live. We’d like to live to see our children grow up, but we have no promise of that. What we strive to leave behind is a legacy of faith, that people will remember that we trusted in God for everything. There are great riches stored up for us in heaven.

What matters most in life is not how rich you are for your own purposes, but how rich you are toward God. In the person of Jesus God gives you all the riches of heaven. God is trying to teach you this is true that you may demonstrate it in your life.









