SERMON FOR CHRISTMAS DAY

Hebrews 1:1-6

Jesus, of one substance with the Father, and of one substance with us

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

The text for the sermon is the first half of the Epistle heard before, Hebrews 1:1-6

1 God has long ago spoken at many times and in many ways to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but He has in these last days spoken to us by His Son. He has made Him the Heir of all things, and through Him He has also made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being. He maintains all things by His powerful Word. After He had made purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

4 He has become as much greater than the angels are as the name that He has inherited is superior to theirs. 5 For to which of the angels has God ever said, “You are My Son. Today I have begotten You”? Or again, “I shall be His Father, and He will be My Son”? 6 Again, when God brings His firstborn Son into the world, He says: “And let all the angels of God worship Him!”

Lord God, heavenly Father, sanctify us in your truth. Your Word is truth. Amen.

Dear friends in Christ,


Many people get the wrong idea of Christmas. They think, “I can cope with a baby.” There is some truth to this. Through Jesus, people can be in contact with God without God’s majesty, power, and fierce judgment overcoming them. Yet it is good at Christmas to think of who Jesus really is. He is no ordinary baby. He is the Mediator of revelation, of creation, and of salvation.


The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews said, “God has long ago spoken at many times and in many ways to our fathers by the prophets, but He has in these last days spoken to us by His Son.” Prophets of the Old Testament delivered God’s Word orally, in writing, and sometimes through visions and symbolic acts. Their Words and deeds were full of God’s power and brought about God’s will. Their Words pointed forward to the coming of Jesus, and Jesus fulfilled their prophecies. John called Jesus “The Word,” because He revealed the Father, whom no one has seen. Whenever God appeared to people of the Old Testament like Abraham at Mamre or Moses at the burning bush, or whenever God spoke to them, they saw or heard God the Son. Already in the Old Testament, God spoke through His Son. There are not two Words of God, but only one, either spoken or personal. The “fathers” were the earlier generations of Israel, and God the Father spoke to them not only through the prophets, but also in the prophets. That is what the text says, literally. Finally, God spoke through His Son as a human being. The incarnate Son contrasts with all that God had said provisionally by way of promise in the Old Testament.


Like Paul and John, the writer of this epistle presents Jesus as co-Creator. God made the heavens and the earth through Him. There is only one earth, and when this writer said that through Him God made the “worlds,” or the “ages,” he meant the various spheres of this earth, where, as Paul said, God has fixed the places where various peoples live. This writer said more than that the Son created all things. As Ruler of the world, He also sustains, or maintains all things. Without Him, everything would collapse into nothingness. He sustains them by His powerful Word. Here is a great paradox of Christmas. He who is a weak little baby maintains all things in creation, including His own humanity, by His power.


By His humiliation and exaltation He becomes “the cause of eternal salvation” (Hb 5:9) for human beings. There is great comfort for us in this. Through His High-priestly work, which this writer goes on to describe in some detail, He has achieved salvation for sinners, purifying them from sin by His blood. The blood of one human being cannot benefit another except as a transfusion. Priests of the Old Testament purified the altar and the people with blood. However, the blood of this human being, who is one person with God the Son, and who shares His divine nature with the Father, together with His power and glory, has the power and efficacy to make His one sacrifice, which purified from sin.


As the Scriptures say that the true children of Abraham are God’s children, Jesus, the Son and Heir has made us and all other believers children of God. He has also made our inheritance secure. We have been reborn as God’s children through baptism. Our baptism has conveyed the results of His atoning death to us. This is the real meaning of His human birth from Mary. It gave Him the human flesh and blood for His priestly work of substitution. The purification for sin that Jesus, the Son, performed with His human blood has the divine power to cleanse and to give life.


This writer said, “He has made Him the Heir of all things.” People who are heirs are usually sons and daughters. An heir inherits all that belongs to the parents. Jesus, as the divine Son, both shares all things with the Father, and, in grace, makes believers His heirs and shares with them the Father’s mercy, forgiveness, and new life. Whenever the Scriptures say that the Father has made Jesus or appointed Jesus something, they are referring to Him as a human being. Along the same lines, the name “Son” denotes the person who is higher than all others are, superior to the Old Testament prophets, and greater than the angels are. The Son has a different origin and position from the angels. The name that He has inherited is the name “the Son.” There are no limits to His dignity as the Son. He is not only the son of Mary, but also the Son of God.


After Jesus’ death and resurrection, the remaining days are the last days. The end began with Jesus’ coming. Two things in particular mark the last time, Jesus’ sending of the Spirit and evil things that include the coming of scoffers and the revelation of the Antichrist.


We know what a reflection or an image is. When you see your reflection or image in a mirror, it has no real substance. It is different from yourself, and when you walk away from the mirror, it is gone. A coin may have an image of the head of the Queen, but the image is not the Queen herself. The Son is a different person from the Father, but He has real substance in His resemblance to the Father. In this case, He who is the image is equal to His original. In His nature, He is of one substance with the Father. Glory is an aspect of God the Father’s nature, and the Son fully reflects and represents Him and has His glory. Our writer said that the Son is “the radiance of God’s glory.” 


Our writer uses a word for Jesus that occurs only here in the New Testament, and it is parallel to “radiance.” This Greek word gives us our English word “character.” The Greek verb “charasso” meant to “sharpen” or “engrave,” and its related noun meant a stamp, or impression, as on a seal or a coin. Our writers said that the Son is “the exact representation (or imprint, or impress) of His being.” We may compare the way in which wax records and reveals every detail of a piece of metal, a coin, or a seal. The word for “exact representation” reminds us that, in the beginning, God created human beings in His own image and likeness. This image of God consisted in righteousness, holiness, knowledge of God, and perfect happiness, but it was lost through the fall into sin. Through His priestly work, the Son, who was the exact representation of the Father’s being, did over again and set right what went wrong at the fall. At our baptism, Jesus began to restore the image of God in us, and when Jesus returns, He will fully restore it. We shall be images of Jesus Christ, who is the image of the invisible God.


This, then, is no ordinary baby, about whom anyone should be indifferent or casual. Our writer goes on to quote from Psalm 2, (a royal psalm): “You are My Son. Today I have begotten You.” He makes the point that God never said anything like this to any angel. Alongside this, he also quotes from Psalm 110, “The LORD has said to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet!’” That psalm also provided this writer with a verse that gave the basis of his discussion of Jesus’ eternal high priesthood, as one who would be resemble, not Aaron, but Melchisedek. Kings had the faces of defeated enemies carved into the sides of their footstool, and the words “sit” and “footstool” bring up the thought of a throne. Sitting at someone’s right hand means sharing that person’s honour and power. He sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high.


Verse six here describes Jesus as “the firstborn.” He is the object of His Father’s love, as Son and heir. As a firstborn often succeeds to his father, the Son has full right to claim the glory, the honour, and the power that the Father has. He is now higher than heaven, exalted and separated from sinners and from the sufferings and trials through which He had to pass. This writer has in mind an enthronement of Jesus. We do not have to try to fix a particular time for when He was enthroned, at His baptism, at His resurrection, or at His ascension. This writer probably has no specific point of time in view for when He was enthroned. After His the completion of His one sacrifice to purify people from sin, the divine Son has been enthroned for ever, with particular reference to Him as a human being. As we sing in one of our ascension hymns, Man is with God on the throne. The exalted name of this human being is “the Son.” Therefore, He is not a person who should be taken casually. Divine glory not only affords pleasant light to those who believe in the Son, but He can be and will be a burning fury to those who do not believe in Him. No one should dare to take this baby in the manger casually.


The writer to the Hebrews uses seven Old Testament passages to support the Son’s superiority over the prophets and over the angels, five of them from the Psalms. It is idolatrous to worship any person who is not God. He says, referring to Deuteronomy 32:43 and Psalm 97:7, “When God brings His firstborn Son into the world, He says: 'And let all the angels of God worship Him!'”


Then he writes, quoting Psalm 45:6-7, “However, to the Son He says: ‘Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever; and the sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of Your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness. Therefore God, Your God, has put You above Your companions by anointing You with the Olive-Oil of gladness.’” The Psalmist has addressed the Son as “God”, twice.


In the next verse the writer quotes part of Psalm 102, which had referred to the Lord as “My God” in verse 24; and he interprets the pronoun "You” as “O Lord.” “Son” and “Lord” are titles that belong to God. At this point, we may recall that the angel told the shepherds that the baby who had just been born was the “Christ” (or the “Messiah),” and "the Lord.” (Lk 2:11).


This is the reason why the baby born of Mary is the divine Mediator of revelation, of creation, and of salvation. The Book of Hebrews reveals to us the Son, as the Revealer, the Creator, and the Saviour by being the great High priest to offer the all-sufficient sacrifice for us. We therefore thank Him, and, like the angels of God, worship Him, now at Christmas time, and for ever. Amen.

The peace of God, which is beyond all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.

PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS DAY


Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, with the angels and all the redeemed we worship, praise, and thank You for all Your goodness. Especially we give thanks for Your Christmas gift to the world, Your own Son our Saviour, who has became man and lived among us, full of grace and truth.


Grant that we may all possess the true joys of this festival and welcome the Saviour into our lives. Open our hearts to receive Him whom You have sent to us, so that we may know You and have eternal life, and may be Your special people, redeemed from all sin and eager to live in ways that glorify You.


We sing Your praises for the great miracle and mystery of Christmas: that He who was born in the manger is Lord of all. Grant that the whole world may kneel before the Manger Child, and know Him as Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace, so that His government over redeemed people may increase, and the influence of His peace may extend everywhere. Make His light shine on the nations, and especially direct all those in authority.


We glorify You for this supreme gift of Your Son. In Him give us all other blessings for this life and the life to come. Let the true light of Christmas shine on our homes, and bless all families through Him. Grant that every gift we make to each other may be more precious and meaningful because we know and remember this gift from You, which is beyond description, the Holy Child Jesus.


Put the light, peace, righteousness, and joy of this holy festival into the homes of the sad, the sick, the poor, the lonely, the dispossessed, the loveless, and the sinful. Let the Good News of triumphant life and hope in Jesus drive away all depression and despair. Make Your generous love shine through in the lives of all Your children. Grant that we may show compassion and generous love to all in need.


Loving Father, we offer our praise and thanksgiving before the manger-throne of Your Son Jesus. We offer our lives, our love, and our service to You in grateful devotion. So help, protect, and keep us through Him, that, when He comes in glory on the Last Day, we may rejoice and share in the perfect life and happiness of His eternal kingdom. Amen. 

 

 

