Merry Christmas! Holy Scripture reveals the mysteries of God in Christ, who made His dwelling in the flesh among men. Christ, who is without beginning and without end, immerses Himself in our human story. His Church is that beautiful place that declares His nativity, speaks of His salvation, and sings of His mercy. In all of these things, Jesus is the Light illuminating the world with absolute truth – truth intended for every people and nation to hear and believe. 
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COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 1 January 2012

New Year’s Day
	Sunday 8 January

1 Epiphany
	Sunday 15 January

2 Epiphany

	8.30am OAK HC PZ

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC PZ
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB HC CP
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR
9.30am AUB LR

CP at Marburg

	Sunday, 1 January (White)

	READINGS: Numbers 6:22-27;

Galatians 3:23-29;


Luke 2:21

	HYMNS: TMBA: 553   36   277   293   554 v.6
                OAK, AUB, GRN: 504   36   166   (289   291)   514   

	Sunday, 8 January (White)

	READINGS: Genesis 1:1-5;


Romans 6:1-11;


Mark 1:4-11

	HYMNS: OAK, TMBA, GRN: 40   823   749   279
                 AUB: 749   831   39   217   294   47, v.5


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Could each family please take home with you today a copy of pastor’s Christmas letter with a calendar. 
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

 Christmas Day, 25 December, 2011
HYMNS: 33   20   741   26   292   27 v.4
INTROIT: Why have the nations been restless, and why do the peoples plot for no purpose?

The kings of the earth take their stand, and the rulers conspire together, against the LORD and against His Anointed One, saying: “Let us tear up their chains and throw their ropes away from us!”

The One enthroned in heaven laughs. The LORD ridicules them.

Then He speaks to them in His anger, and terrifies them in His glowing anger, saying: “Nevertheless, I Myself have consecrated My King on Zion, My holy mountain.”

I shall proclaim the decree of the LORD: He has said to Me: “You are My Son. Today I have begotten You.
Ask Me, that I may make the nations Your inheritance and the ends of the earth Your property.

You will break them with an iron rod. You will smash them to pieces like a vessel of pottery.”

Now therefore, you kings, act with insight! Take advice, you judges of the earth!

Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling!

Fervently kiss the Son, that He may not become angry, and that you may not perish in your way! For His anger may blaze up in a short time. Blessed are all who take refuge in Him!

Psalm 2
COLLECT: Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
READINGS: Isaiah 52:7-10 All the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God.
Hebrews 1:1-12 I have installed My King on Zion, My holy hill

John 1:1-18 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. 
SERMON: Hebrews 1:1-16 Jesus, of one substance with the Father, and of one substance with us. 
JESUS HAS COME TO SHOW US THE TRUTH
The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory, the glory of the Father’s only Son – He is full of grace and truth. John 1:14 


Everything important in our spiritual lives becomes ours in connection with the Word (Christ). The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory, the glory of the Father’s only Son – He is full of grace and truth. Paul later says, “When the time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman” (Galatians 4:4).
“The Word,” who was with God and who was God, “became flesh.” As John will continue to attest, Christ didn’t stop being what He was, namely, true God. But He also became true man, a real human being. He became incarnate, in the “flesh.” The Word took on human nature and received the name Jesus. He was born in the flesh like every human being, complete with human emotions, human frailties, and human needs. In His life, therefore, we will see Him weep and sleep and eat and hurt and die.

Nevertheless, the Word made flesh was free of one thing every other human being has had - sin. The flesh of all other humans since Adam and Eve is inherently corrupted by sin. Through His miraculous virgin birth, Jesus “became flesh” untainted by sin. He came to live free from sin in our place.

The Word was born in the flesh and “lived among us.” He lived on this earth along with other human beings. Significantly, the Greek says that ‘He set up His tabernacle, or tent, among us.’ For the student of the Bible, that phrase strengthens the meaning of this passage. One can hardly miss seeing a parallel with the tabernacle God had the people of Israel build in the wilderness. Of that tent the Lord said to Moses, “Have [the Israelites] make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them” (Exodus 25:8). When the tabernacle was completed, Moses reports, “Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle” (Exodus 40:34).

Accordingly, when Jesus Christ was born, the Lord (Yahweh, or Jehovah) came to dwell in person among us. He was Immanuel, God with us, and “we have seen His glory.” That doesn’t mean to say that bright light shone around Jesus and the stable of Bethlehem as it did with God’s presence at the tabernacle. No, the Bible tells us that the glory of God shone from the heavens for the shepherds to see, but at the stable they found a Baby whose outward appearance was not different from other babies.

Nevertheless, that baby came to be “the light of men.” That baby came to reveal God’s glory in a way that we human beings could look at and not be blinded, but believe. At long last God would let us see His glory by giving us His one and only Son, Jesus Christ. And Jesus would reveal God’s glory through His work of salvation.

John writes his gospel from firsthand experience. “We,” he says, “have seen His glory.” “We” are the apostles and evangelists whom God used to record the New Testament Scriptures. In truth, John with Peter and James saw a unique (for us on earth) manifestation of that glory when Jesus was later transfigured (Matthew 17:1–9).

Today, however, we can read John’s testimony and know that we too have seen the glory of the Word made flesh, “the glory of the Father’s only Son.” His coming made that possible. All believers in Christ Jesus have seen the glory that came from the Father. We see it in Jesus with the eyes of faith. We see the wondrous and unmatchable love of God in our eternal salvation.

The gospel identifies Jesus as “the Father’s only Son.” The Greek term used is one employed elsewhere to identify not just an “only child” but someone who is “one of a kind” (Luke 7:12; 8:42; 9:38; Hebrews 11:17). So the Word was uniquely the Father’s from eternity and of the same being as the Father. The becoming, or begetting, of the Son from the Father is a mystery of God shrouded in His eternal pre-existence. Here John stresses that the Word made flesh is that only Son.

One way that we behold the glory of the Word in the flesh is by seeing that “He is full of grace and truth.” Grace and truth are two more of the terms John highlights to serve his purpose in this gospel. Let’s pause briefly and recount the important words already introduced: Word, life, light, believe, glory, and now grace and truth. The cumulative effect of these words can fill our hearts with awe, and our wonder only increases when we begin to peel back the layers of meaning for each term and see more of God himself.

The Lord Jesus is full of, indeed, is the very embodiment of grace and truth. When you think about grace, ask yourself some questions:

• What business did the Word have in becoming flesh?

• Why should the eternal Son of God care about human beings since He knew they would be hostile to Him?

• What had any human being done to warrant such attention?

• Why does God care about me when I can’t get through a day without somehow sinning against Him?

Do you begin to get the picture? Love is at work here, love so big it works among those who have no basis to claim any love, yes, who are loveless and unlovable. That undeserved love is grace. Jesus is full of grace for us.

Jesus also embodies truth. People everywhere think about and search for truth. Philosophers try to get a grasp of reality. Great thinkers try to explain the truth of God. They keep on trying, but we need search no further. We do not have to think deeply and stretch the limits of our IQs to have truth and know God. We need only believe in Jesus, the Word made flesh. He reveals all we need to know about God and His saving truth. Jesus has come to show us the truth.










