Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 14 August

9 Pentecost
	Sunday 21 August

10 Pentecost
	Sunday 28 August

11 Pentecost

	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC CP
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB LR

CP at Marburg
	8.30am OAK HC

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC

	Sunday, 14 August (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8;


Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32;

Matthew 15:21-28

	HYMNS: OAK & GRN: 507   216   219   151 v.5 

                 TMBA: 507   216   219   292   151, v.5
                 AUB: 507   216   401   219   292   151 v.5

	Sunday, 21 August (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 51:1-6;


Romans 11:33-12:8;

Matthew 16:13-20

	HYMNS: 248   217   377   208

	Sunday, 28 August (Green)

	READINGS: Jeremiah 15:15-21;

Romans 12:9-21;


Matthew 16:21-28

	HYMNS: TMBA, AUB: 411   112   197   (294)   266
                OAK, GRN: 119   112   336   329   (286)   266


ANNOUNCEMENTS
This afternoon, 3.30pm. CWA visit.

Pastor will be on holidays from 8-26 August. For an emergency, contact him on 0407583922. 
DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

7 August, 2011

8th Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 790   414   578   852   (150)   359 v.1
INTROIT: “I shall love You, O LORD, my Strength.

“The LORD is my Rock, my Fortress, and my Deliverer. My God is my Rock, in whom I take refuge, my Shield, and the Horn of my salvation, my Stronghold.

“He should be praised! I used to call to the LORD, and I kept being saved from my enemies.

“The snares of death had surrounded me, and the torrents of wickedness were terrifying me.

“The cords of Sheol had surrounded me. The snares of death had confronted me.

“I was calling on the LORD in my distress, and I was crying to my God for help. He used to hear my voice from His Temple, and my cry to Him for help used to come before Him, into His ears.

Psalm 18:1-6
COLLECT: Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all danger that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
READINGS: Job 38:4-18 Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Romans 10:5-17 The message of salvation to all
Matthew 14:22-33 Jesus walks on the water     
SERMON: Matthew 14:22-33 Stop being afraid! 
 

SALVATION IS A FREE GIFT RECEIVED FROM GOD
It is often said that there are really only two religions in the world, two plans for obtaining salvation. One is to be saved by earning it. The other is to receive it as a gift. Paul puts attempting to keep the law into that first category when he quotes Leviticus 18:5, “The person who does these things will live by them,” (Romans 10:5).
To be sure, if a person could keep God’s law and do what it requires, then salvation could indeed be achieved that way. But if a person falls short of the law’s requirements, as every sinner does, then the law turns on the would-be earner of salvation with a curse. Deuteronomy 27:26 minces no words: “Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out.” (See also Galatians 3:10.) That road leads to disaster!
Attempting to earn “righteousness that is by the law” is a totally unworkable option. The alternative Paul presents is “the righteousness that is by faith.” Using the literary device of personification, Paul ascribes the power of speech to righteousness. When righteousness speaks, it first issues a disclaimer. It tells us what not to do: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (which means, to bring Christ down) or ‘Who will descend into the depths?’ (which means, to bring Christ up from the dead).”
Using expressions drawn from Deuteronomy 30:12–14, righteousness by faith says, “Don’t embark on a course of action where you try to set up a saviour by yourself - as though you had to go up to heaven and bring Christ down to earth. Or do not presume that you have to go to the underworld to bring Christ back from the dead. Trying to create your own savior is a foolish and impossible task.”
But what does righteousness by faith advocate? What is the proper plan to obtain salvation? It is that which trusts in a message, that which clings to a promise. It is having the righteousness gained by trust and confidence in the gospel message, the message proclaimed in the Word as taught by Paul and his peers.
Paul asks, “Rather, what does it [righteousness by faith] say?” Answer: “ ‘The Word is near you; in your mouth and in your heart,’ This is the Word of faith, which we are preaching, that if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Salvation is not a matter of doing and earning, but of receiving. It is confessing with the mouth that Jesus is Lord and confidently believing that God raised Him from the dead as our Saviour and Substitute.
Jesus came down to earth to live the perfect life sinners could not live; He kept the law for them. He lived a perfect life to earn the righteousness that sinners needed. What’s more, He died the death sinners deserved for their many transgressions. With His lifeblood He paid for their lack of keeping the law. By His perfect obedience He earned the righteousness necessary for our salvation.
Christ has done everything. The Word proclaims this glorious truth to us, and that same Word also works faith in the heart to believe and accept Christ’s righteousness. The Word creates the confidence that can say, “This Jesus is my Lord.”
Once again drawing from Deuteronomy 30:14, Paul says that Word “is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart.” In practice, the order of heart and mouth is reversed from what Paul uses here. The Word first penetrates the heart and creates faith there. Then faith, if it is true and living faith, shows itself in the confession of believing lips. Paul uses the chronological sequence of heart and mouth when he repeats this great truth in verse 10: “For with the heart a person believes, so that he is counted righteous, and with the mouth a person confesses and then he is saved.”









