Welcome to all worshipping with us! Today Jessica Maree Ziebell will be baptised in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 7 August

8 Pentecost
	Sunday 14 August

9 Pentecost
	Sunday 21 August

10 Pentecost

	8.30am OAK HC

8.30am TMBA LR

9.30am AUB HC CP

10.00am GRN HC

3.30pm CWA visit
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.00am GRN LR

10.30am AUB HC CP
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB LR

CP at Marburg

	Sunday, 7 August (Green)

	READINGS: Job 38:4-18;



Romans 10:5-17;

Matthew 14:22-33

	HYMNS: AUB: 524   790   578   222   291   430
                OAK, TMBA, GRN: 790   414   578   (852   150)   359 v.1

	Sunday, 14 August (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8;


Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32;

Matthew 15:21-28

	HYMNS: OAK & GRN: 507   216   219   151 v.5 

                 TMBA: 507   216   219   292   151, v.5
                 AUB: 507   216   401   219   292   151 v.5

	Sunday, 21 August (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 51:1-6;


Romans 11:33-12:8;

Matthew 16:13-20

	HYMNS: 248   217   377   208


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesday, 2 August, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Trinity Oakey.
Wednesday, 3 August, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Trinity Oakey. Opening Devotion: Jenny. Key Word: Divorce/Divorced. Item of Interest: Something Orange. 
Friday, 5 August, 7.30pm. Junior Youth at St John’s Aubigny. All school aged children are welcome to attend.

Sunday, 7 August, 3.30pm. CWA visit.

Pastor will be on holidays from 8-26 August.  

DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

31 July, 2011

7th Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 277   334   437   284   285   604
INTROIT: Give thanks to the LORD! For He is good. For His mercy endures for ever.

Give thanks to the God of gods! For His mercy endures for ever.

Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for His mercy endures for ever; to Him who alone does miraculous things, for His mercy endures for ever; to Him who by understanding made the heavens, for His mercy endures for ever; to Him who spread out the earth on the waters, for His mercy endures for ever; to Him who made the great lights, for His mercy endures for ever; the sun to rule over the day, for His mercy endures for ever; the moon and stars to rule over the night, for His mercy endures for ever;

Psalm 136:1-9
COLLECT: Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, still You provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we might acknowledge Your gifts, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
READINGS: Isaiah 55:1-5 Come! Everyone who is thirsty.     
Romans 9:1-13 God’s sovereign choice 
Matthew 14:13-21 Jesus feeds the five thousand
SERMON: Isaiah 55:1-5 A satisfied life
 

THE ONGOING CLIMATE CHANGE DEBATE
(Thoughts taken from Answers in Genesis, authored by Ken Ham)

The Bible is the foundation for understanding every challenge facing us. Global warming is no exception. A careful study of climate history in God’s Word helps us understand how God expects us to respond to fears of climate change. We live in an abnormal world because the once-perfect creation is now affected by sin and the Curse: “For we know that the whole creation groans and labours with birth pangs together until now” (Romans 8:22). Whether a person is a Christian or non-Christian, a creationist or evolutionist, all believe in various (even dramatic) times of climate change over the earth’s history.

However, there are disagreements - not over the fact of climate change, but over other questions:

a. When did the change(s) occur?

b. What type of change(s) occurred and to what extent?

c. What caused the change(s)?

d. Can humans do anything to stop or reverse the effects of such climate change?

Today scientists and politicians heatedly debate man’s role in climate change (d, above). But if their starting assumptions about (a), (b), and (c) are wrong, there is a very real danger that they will make very bad decisions. The problem is especially acute if they assume that climate has changed slowly over millions of years until man’s recent appearance on earth (especially modern industry) dramatically sped up the change.

Looking at the Word of God, we find the earth’s climate has gone through four major periods of change, and a fifth change is coming. In every case, humans did not produce the change directly.

Original Creation: Perfect Harmony

God created a perfect world in six days (Genesis 1:31; Exodus 20:11). This took place about six thousand years ago. On the fourth day of the Creation Week, we read: “Then God said, ‘Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years’ ” (Genesis 1:14). Now, the primary reason for today’s four seasons is the earth’s tilt as it revolves around the sun. Assuming the earth had a similar tilt when created, such seasonal changes would have occurred from the beginning.

Although the word for “seasons” in Genesis 1 encompasses various special times, such as harvest and festivals, it can also include the periods we call seasons today (summer, fall, winter, spring). Presumably, had the earth remained in its perfect state, there still would have been the four seasons, but regular and in perfect harmony, with no extremes that would cause harm to life or the earth.

First Change: Groaning Creation

However, the situation did not remain perfect because the first man, Adam, rebelled against the Creator, resulting in all of creation suffering from the effects of sin and the Curse (Genesis 3:17; Romans 8:20–22).

The Bible does not reveal much about the world before Noah’s Flood. We don’t know to what extent the climate was affected. No doubt changes did occur since our Creator God no longer upheld the world in a perfect state.

Second Change: Global Flood

The most significant climate change recorded in the Bible occurred during the time of Noah (and we could postulate this to be the second climate period in biblical history).

The fountains of the deep burst forth, and the windows of heaven opened to pour rain on the earth (Genesis 7:11). Such a dramatic, global Flood would not only revolutionize the earth’s climate at that time but also have an ongoing effect on the climate ever since. New mountain ranges (Psalm 104:8–9) and the rearrangement of the continents, for example, would result in different weather patterns.

Those who reject the reality of the global Flood will never understand most of the conditions that produced the major climate changes in the past and their influence upon the present.

Even though Noah’s Flood dramatically changed the earth’s climate, at the end of the Flood God made a promise to future generations: “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, winter and summer, and day and night shall not cease” (Genesis 8:22). Nothing that happens to the climate, and nothing man can do, will change this. God’s promise will remain true (see Jeremiah 33:20–21).

So, regardless of what climate change occurs, day and night and seasons will continue until the final judgment.

Third Change: Cooling Earth

The next major climate change occurred over the next few hundred years as a result of the Flood of Noah’s day: “From whose womb comes the ice? And the frost of heaven, who gives it birth?” (Job 38:29).

Biblical creationists believe the unique conditions of the Flood generated earth’s one and only Ice Age. (At the end of the Flood, cool land, warm water, and ash in the atmosphere from volcanic eruptions caused a cooling effect - for details see “A Dark and Stormy World,” Answers, Oct.–Dec. 2008.) Creation scientists estimate that this Ice Age peaked around 500 years after the Flood.

Fourth Change: Warming Earth

After the Ice Age peaked and as the earth began to settle down from the devastating effects of the Flood, the earth began to warm, and the Ice Age receded. The melting ice caused the ocean level to rise. The oceans eventually reached a relatively stable temperature so that climate fluctuations became less severe.

We currently live in a period of relatively minor fluctuation. Ever since the Flood, we have seen an unsettled earth in its sin-cursed state. Many smaller climate changes have occurred, such as seven years of drought and famine in Joseph’s day.

What about man today? Even if mankind’s impact on climate is small, this does not mean that we should not look after our environment. To the contrary, we need to do the best we can to use the environment for man’s good and God’s glory, as stewards of what God has entrusted to us. Good stewardship requires us to avoid rash decisions based on inconclusive evidence.

Final Change

A fifth period of major climate change is coming - the final and most dramatic change: “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up” (2 Peter 3:10).

After this time Christians will live in new heavens and a new earth that will remain perfect forever (2 Peter 3:13). No more will climate hurt the earth and life, for the Lord will again uphold the earth in a perfect state (Revelation 21:4; 22:3).

Those who reject the Bible cannot truly understand how climate change fits into the real history of the earth, including the biblical timeline over six thousand years and God’s judgment during the Flood. Climate change is normal in an abnormal world. Until people are prepared to accept why this world is abnormal - because of sin - they will not be able to properly understand climate change and respond appropriately.










