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A SATISFIED LIFE
Sermon for the 7th Sunday after Pentecost, 2011

Isaiah 55:1-5

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 


The text for our sermon today is our Old Testament reading from before, Isaiah 55:1-5: “Come! Everyone who is thirsty, come to the water! You who have no money, come, buy, and eat! Come! Buy wine and milk without money and without cost! 2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your labour for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me! Eat what is good, and enjoy rich food! 3 Turn your ears toward Me and come to Me! Listen, so that your souls may stay alive! I shall establish an eternal Covenant with you, the enduring mercies shown to David. 4 Look! I have given Him as a Witness to the nations, a Leader, and a Commander of the nations.”
5 Look! You will summon a nation that you do not know, and a nation that has not known you will run to you, because of the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel. For He has honoured you.

Lord God, heavenly Father, sanctify us through Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. 

Dear friends in Christ,

I remember growing up knowing that Australia was one of those great nations, the envy of the world. I could see that Australia was a free land that had plenty to offer. You could lead a life of freedom, a life of religious liberty, and a life of prosperity. Australia had a lot going for it in my younger days, and to a certain extent, I guess it still has today, too. 

But Australia is a harsh country. We have droughts, fires, and floods. And from a political realm, well, let’s just say that it takes ‘all sorts.’ Over the years we have had good governments with good leaders, to the not so good governments and leaders, yet no matter who rules over us, whether good or bad, not everyone is completely happy or satisfied. 
Well this should come as no surprise because a truly satisfied life cannot be achieved by any earthly means: not by clever investments, not by hard work, not by government programs, not by science, not by medicine, not by higher wages, not by preserving the environment, not by building a new house or getting a new car, nor by anything else of the sort. No, the only truly satisfied life comes by God’s grace through faith in the Saviour. That’s it. 
People often say that the best things in life are free, and this is what God is reminding us of today, speaking through Isaiah. This is what He says: “Come! Everyone who is thirsty, come to the water! You who have no money, come, buy, and eat! Come! Buy wine and milk without money and without cost!” These, of course, are spiritual blessings referred to under earthly terms, as we see from the next verse where the Lord says, “Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your labour for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me! Eat what is good, and enjoy rich food!” The words ‘water, wine and milk’ refer to blessings that satisfy the soul, for the soul is the most important thing we possess, far more important than the body; as Jesus asked, “For ﻿what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?” (Mt 16:26). And the apostle Paul writes, “Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day,” (2 Cor. 4:16) and he rejoices in that truth. 
This invitation from God is addressed to everyone that thirsts. God issues His invitation to every human, not just to His Old Testament people but to all humans, who desperately need His blessings. Just as Jesus invited “all you who are weary and burdened” (Matthew 11:28), so the Lord God invites “Everyone who is thirsty.” Sin and death make us weary of life here and thirsty for God’s blessings. This is a spiritual thirst, because, as Jesus said in His Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied,” (Matt. 5:6). The waters that are offered are the waters of eternal life through Christ. When Jesus spoke to the woman at the well in Samaria He said, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life,” (John 4:13-14). It is a water that satisfies. It satisfies the soul-longing of a sinner who knows he is unworthy of God’s goodness and heaven and every blessing, whose sins trouble his conscience and who feels spiritually dry within and empty and troubled. The water is the water of the Gospel, of that good news of forgiveness from God in heaven, of forgiveness that was earned for us by our Saviour who felt our sins for us and suffered on the cross, saying “I thirst,” with a thirst such as the world has never known since. This good Gospel news is lively and satisfying in our hearts, always refreshing and giving peace and calmness. Remember those words David wrote: “He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul.”  
The same is true of the wine and milk the Lord offers. While water, the simplest, most necessary element for life, is given to us, so the very finest and best does God have for us, to satisfy fully our spiritual needs - not to mention our bodily needs. Wine and milk are very pleasant – they are good to taste, filling, and give contentment. They were very well received in Old Testament times. But the point is that God is not stingy with His blessings, rather, He is ever rich and plentiful with them. We can see this in the bodily side of life, where the Lord gives us far more than the bare necessities of life; He gives many luxuries as well to please our senses of sight, of smell, of hearing, taste, and touch. Our food is good to eat, the flowers are beautiful and fragrant; the world is full of beauty, and He satisfies us with many good things. Yet all this would be empty if we were still starving in our spirits. So above all the Lord provides satisfaction for our spirits, the satisfaction of knowing that we are accepted of God because our sins are forgiven, and we are His dear children. 
But there is no satisfaction for anyone who does not thirst for these things. Those who think they have no guilt; those who don’t care what God thinks of their lives; those who suppose God will overlook their wicked deeds and reward them for their good deeds; those who think they do well enough on their own to earn God’s blessings and eternal life; as well as those who doubt that God is good or that He even exists - for them there is no satisfaction in store, but only a terrible disappointment and dissatisfaction. 
This is what people today are suffering from. The world is full of dissatisfied people who are disenchanted with life. They don’t know what it is all supposed to mean. Where is purpose in life? Why can’t life be full of happiness and contentment and peace? Why must there be strife and poverty and sickness and death? “If God is so good,” they say, “why can’t we see His goodness?” The only answer we can give is that their eyes are blinded from looking for the wrong things and striving for them. The Lord says, pleading with us, “Why do you spend money for that which is not bread? Why do you labour over those things that do not satisfy? Why do you work so hard and spend so much for things that amount to nothing, for things that only last for a short while and then are gone? Why do you go for fads and fashions that today are all the rage and tomorrow are junk? Why do you labour and sacrifice so much to earn salvation?” 
Sadly, many give away millions to charity in hopes that God will be good to them. They fast, they abstain from alcohol or from having a good time or from marriage or from work on the Sabbath, or they spend their lives trying to do good so God will love and reward them. They are like the Jews of whom Paul said, “For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes,” (Rom. 10:3-4). 
No! God says, You who have no money, come, buy, and eat! There is no price or condition for God’s love and blessings. There is nothing you can do or say or pay that can gain you heaven. Yes, there was a price, but that price was paid by our Saviour when He obeyed the Commandments for us and innocently suffered the penalty for our disobedience. God says here that His obedience is ours, free. He will give it to us without asking anything to be paid in return, neither a single penny nor a single good work. Heaven is ours, bought and paid for, if only we want it and confess that we cannot get it by ourselves and do not deserve it. 
God says, Turn your ears toward Me and come to Me! Listen, so that your souls may stay alive! I shall establish an eternal Covenant with you, the enduring mercies shown to David. Look! I have given Him as a Witness to the nations, a Leader, and a Commander of the nations.” Just listen, He says. Listen to My doctrine. Listen to My forgiving message of peace for you, and just by hearing it and believing it, your soul shall live. God say, I shall establish an eternal Covenant with you. God has made a solemn promise that will last through all eternity, and He will never go back on it. The mercy, the peace, the comfort, the satisfying water of life is not just for a while, but when you have drunk it, you will never thirst again, for you have the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and He has received you as His own. He will hold and shield and shelter and nourish you. You will have such bliss in heaven that you cannot even imagine it now. As it is written, Paul says, that “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has ﻿prepared ﻿for those who love Him,” (1 Cor. 2:9). God offers you the enduring mercies shown to David - the mercies that were promised to David in the promise of the Messiah, his Son, who is also the new and true David, the eternal King and Shepherd of your souls. He has been given as a witness to the people, a preacher of salvation and of God’s grace, and He still preaches to you through the words of His apostles. He is the faithful witness who is both God and man, who with His words tells you of heavenly things, since He Himself is in heaven. He is also a Witness to the nations, a Leader, and a Commander of the nations. He is your one Lawgiver and ruler. 
All the commandments in the Bible are His commandments for us, given as a guide to keep us from evil and to give Him glory by obeying them. He is not a tyrant or cruel ruler, but a gracious one, who loves us, who obeyed them Himself for us, and who died so that we might have eternal life without any commandments or conditions we must fulfil. Do not resist and resent His commandments, but obey them cheerfully for His name’s sake. For He has given Him to you. If you had no ruler and commander, you would perish, sinking back into your wicked ways, but God has given Him to you to lead and rule and keep you in His eternal kingdom. By following and obeying Him in faith, you will know contentment and satisfaction that the world cannot know. In fact, you will be the envy of the world. 

Look! You will summon a nation that you do not know, and a nation that has not known you will run to you, because of the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel. For He has honoured you.These words were of course first written to the Jews. The Lord promised that they would not all perish, but the remnant of them should be renewed and live before God, to be missionaries to the world. Those first Jewish disciples were the beginning of the Church, and they went out to call all the nations to repentance. Though the Gospel they learn that God sent His Son, the world’s Saviour, to be born King of the Jews. They learn that salvation is of the Jews, and that God is in them - not the Jews after the flesh, of course, but the true Israelites, the believing Jews. And they want that salvation for their own. The holy Christian Church is the envy of the world. We have great riches that no one else in the world can provide, that is, the doctrine of salvation. 
He has honoured you. That is, God glorified the Jews by letting them be the nation from which the Saviour came, the bearers of both the written Word of God and the Saviour Himself, the Word of God made flesh. God gave us His Son, and in Him He has not only glorified the Jews, but also all of us. He has glorified us by taking away our sins and making us righteous in His sight, and by dwelling in us and renewing us through faith, that is, through His Word, through the priceless, free water of Baptism and through the bread and the wine, the body and the blood of Christ in the Holy Supper. What greater glory can there be on earth than to be called the children of God and sons of the most High? 
So, “Come! Everyone who is thirsty, come to the water! You who have no money, come, buy, and eat! Come! Buy wine and milk without money and without cost! 2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your labour for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me! Eat what is good, and enjoy rich food! 3 Turn your ears toward Me and come to Me! Listen, so that your souls may stay alive! I shall establish an eternal Covenant with you, the enduring mercies shown to David. 4 Look! I have given Him as a Witness to the nations, a Leader, and a Commander of the nations.”
5 Look! You will summon a nation that you do not know, and a nation that has not known you will run to you, because of the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel. For He has honoured you. Amen.


The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.

PRAYER FOR THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST


Almighty and merciful God, we praise Your holy name.  We praise You for Your witness to Yourself in your glorious creation, with all its wisdom and its wonders, and in all the blessings that come to us through them.  We thank You, Father, for giving us a clearer and fuller message of Your truth in the Holy Scriptures.  By the Spirit who inspired them, make us living stones in Your temple, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.  Above all, centre our lives in Your Son, whom You have sent as the living Word, to convey to all people Your full grace and truth.


We praise You that Your Son became a human being like us.  We praise You that He has given us His life of perfect obedience to redeem our lives, and to set His example before us.  We praise you that He has died to take on Himself our sins; and that He has risen to give us unending life.  We praise You for making these blessings of Christ our own through Baptism and the gift of faith.


Grant that we may grow in them day by day, so that we may always be clothed with His righteousness and live the new life.  By Your Spirit, help us to put to death the desires of our sinful natures, to put away all hatred and bitterness, to conquer all evil habits, and to live in fellowship with You.


Spirit of the living God, we praise You for bringing the Church into existence.  By Your gracious power, renew it daily in faith and life.  Move Your people to offer their whole selves to their Lord and to proclaim His saving love.


Give saving faith to the nations of the earth, that they may acknowledge Jesus Christ as their Saviour and Lord, and live before You in obedience.  Bless our country Australia with leaders whose consciences are guided by Your voice, and with citizens whose minds are fixed on doing Your will.


Bless all who are in some special need of Your help.  Remember, in particular, those who are sick, or suffering physical or mental distress.  Touch them with Your healing love, and show them what great things You have prepared for them.


O God, Creator, Saviour, and Advocate, help us during our days on earth to let Your light transform every area of our lives, and, when death comes, keep us for Your eternal kingdom.  These things we ask in the precious name of Jesus Christ, who, together with You and the Holy Spirit, lives and rules, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
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