Welcome to all worshipping with us! God knows all microscopic and macroscopic details in creation – its foundation, its inhabitants, its authorities, and its workings. Sin mangles this creation in disease and death. In turn, Jesus exerts His Gospel touch and healing Word, curing disease and casting out demons. It is this Gospel that permeates all things, restoring and renewing His people. Paul boldly preaches this Gospel that all may receive its generous and eternal blessings. 
Pastor P. Ziebell, Phone 46912276, or 0407583922. Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au
The Living Word Bookstore Phone 46913446. Email: aelcbookshop@westnet.com.au

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	12 February

6 Epiphany
	19 February

Transfiguration
	26 February

1 Lent

	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA PR, followed by AGM & Bible Study

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB HC CP
	8.30am OAK HC 

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB LR

CP at Minden

3.30pm CWA visit
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC

9.00am GRN HC CP

10.30am AUB HC 

	Service, 12 February, (Green)

	READINGS: 2 Kings 5:1-14;


1 Corinthians 10:19-31, 11:1;

Mark 1:40-45

	HYMNS: OAK, TMBA, GRN: 222   47   796   359 v.1  

                 AUB: 222   47   159   431   284   450 v.6

	Service, 19 February (White)

	READINGS: 2 Kings 2:1-12;


2 Corinthians 3:12-18, 4:1-6;

Mark 9:2-9

	HYMNS: 747   37   358   (404)   822


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesday, 7 February, 7.30pm. Men’s Fellowship at Trinity Oakey. Our numbers are dwindling! Please ALL men of the parish are invited to attend. 
Congregational AGM dates:

AUB: 5 February, 7.30pm.

TMBA: 12 February after service.

GRN: 12 February, 7.30pm. 

OAK: 19 February after service.

DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC

TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

5 February, 2012

Bulletin for the 5th Sunday after Epiphany 
HYMNS: 525   16   241   160   (163)   450 v.1
INTROIT:  Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God. For it is pleasant. A song of praise is delightful.

The LORD is the Builder of Jerusalem. He gathers the outcasts of Israel.

He is the Healer of broken-hearted people. He binds up their sores.

He counts out the number of stars. He gives all of them their names.

Great is our Lord and great in might! There is no limit to His understanding.

The LORD helps afflicted people. He brings wicked people down to the ground.

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving! Make melody to our God with the lyre!

He covers the heavens with clouds. He prepares rain for the ground. He makes the grass grow on the mountains.

He gives food to the animals, and to the young ravens that call out.

He does not delight in the strength of the horse. He takes no pleasure in the thighs of a man.

The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His mercy.


Psalm 147:1-11
COLLECT: O Lord, keep Your family, the Church, continually in the true faith, that, relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Isaiah 40:21-31 Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength 

1 Corinthians 9:16-27 I have become all things to all men so that... I might save some

Mark 1:29-39 Jesus heals
SERMON: Isaiah 40:27-31 For when I am weak, then I am strong  
LET US TELL OTHERS OF JESUS CHRIST!

Some thoughts on Mark 1:29-39

Jesus had selected the town of Capernaum as the headquarters of His Ministry.  Jesus had grown up in Nazareth and most of the people of the day knew Him as Jesus of Nazareth.  Nevertheless, when Jesus began His ministry, the people of Nazareth had it.  So Jesus had to set up a base of operations somewhere else and so He moved to Capernaum. 

It was Jesus’ custom to teach in the synagogues on the Sabbath. On one occasion, one of the members of the synagogue tried to interrupt Jesus’ teaching because a demon possessed him (Mark 1:23ff).  Jesus exorcised the demon and so demonstrated His power and authority.  As a result of the exorcism and the power of His teaching, Jesus became very popular.  As we pick up the story in today’s Gospel, Jesus has finished His teaching of the Gospel in the synagogue. 

The brothers, Simon who was also called Peter, and Andrew, apparently worked together and lived together.  They had invited Jesus to come to their home for a meal after had the day in the synagogue.  They had also invited James and John as well.  This makes sense since all four of these men were fishermen in Capernaum.  So, when the day in the synagogue was over, Jesus immediately went to Simon and Andrew’s house along with James and John. 

Jesus did not come to Simon’s house in order to heal his mother-in-law.  Instead, Simon and the others made Jesus aware of this woman’s condition after they arrived at the house.  This woman was unable to get out of bed because her fever was so severe.  
Once Jesus learned of the woman’s need, He took her hand and helped her up and the fever was gone.  The woman was perfectly healthy in every way.  We know how healthy she was because she immediately began helping her daughter prepare and serve the meal to her healer, and four of His disciples.  There was no convalescence - no resting up to regain strength after the fever left.  She simply began to serve the guests in the house. 

This woman’s fever was a sombre reminder of the warning God gave to Adam, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die,” (Gen. 2:16-17). Every instance of disease, injury, pain, or death is a reminder that there is sin in this world.  These reminders of sin have been our lot ever since Adam and Eve ignored God’s warning and ate the forbidden fruit.  Death, pain, and misery are a constant reminder that we daily sin much and indeed deserve nothing but punishment here in time and forever in eternity. 

In the middle of all this suffering, today’s Gospel gives us a new teaching.  Jesus proclaimed the salvation He brings by reaching out his hand to grasp the fevered hand of Peter’s mother-in-law.  As He did this, the fever left.  Jesus Christ reversed the curse of sin for a time in this woman’s life.  As He did so, He demonstrated the overwhelming generosity of His salvation.  She went straight from the weakness of fever to the strength of health at the Saviour’s touch.  There was nothing more that could be done for her physical health because she was already perfectly healthy. 

The quality of His preaching and the exorcism in the synagogue had attracted a lot of attention.  It had indeed been a busy Sabbath day and there was more work to do.  When the sun went down and the Sabbath was over, the town brought its sick and demon possessed to Peter’s house in order to receive healing from Jesus.  Jesus worked late into the night to heal everyone who came. 

The healing of Peter’s mother-in-law as well as the healing of the townspeople shows us the nature of God's generosity.  He does not do anything half way.  Everything He does is complete, perfect, and abundant.  There was no recuperation period, no days of bed rest to gain strength.  The curse of sin was gone - for a time.  Jesus described God’s generosity with this phrase: “Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over... ,” (Lk. 6:38). 

Physical healing - although it was part of Christ’s ministry - was not the main reason the Son of God took on a human nature and came into this world.  That would be like treating the symptoms of a disease while ignoring the underlying cause.  Jesus came into this world to get at the root of the problem.  He came to defeat sin, death, and the devil.  He did this with the ultimate demonstration of His love and generosity.  He offered up His holy, precious blood through His innocent suffering and death.  With this sacrifice He reached out His hand to all people in all places and all times.  The hand whose touch drove out the fever touches us and drives out the eternal death of sin.  When we consider our Lord’s suffering and His death on the cross, we consider the ultimate cure for the cause of all that is wrong in this world - the ultimate cure for sin. 

Christ’s resurrection from the dead on the third day gives us the assurance that His cure is complete, perfect, and abundant.  There is nothing that we need to do because God has done it all.  No good work, no commitment, no prayer, nothing, can do anything to improve our relationship with God because it is already perfect. 

Sadly there are people who refuse to believe this.  They are like people who draw their hand away when Jesus offers healing.  If Peter’s mother-in-law had drawn her hand away and refused Jesus’ healing, she probably would have died from the fever.  In a similar way, People who refuse to believe Jesus’ eternal gift of salvation will pass into a realm of eternal punishment. 

On the other hand, those who believe receive the gift of salvation.  That salvation is very different from the physical healing Jesus gave in today’s Gospel.  All the people Jesus healed back then eventually died.  Even people Jesus raised from the dead like Lazarus and the widow’s son died again.  The salvation Jesus worked for us on the cross has no such limit.  It is for eternity. 

Jesus could not stay in Capernaum with this message.  It was part of His mission to this earth to spread this message among all the people of Israel.  When He ascended into heaven so He could be with all of His people all the time, He passed this mission on to His followers.  They were not only to share this message with all of Israel, but they were to share this message with the entire world.  Through the church, the Holy Spirit has spread this message down through the ages and out over the miles.  This message has been shared down through the generations and now it belongs to us.  In our gratitude for this precious gift of the knowledge of salvation, we in turn will learn as much of the message as we can and then tell it to others.  Let us learn all that we can of Jesus’ teachings so that we in turn can tell those teachings to others!









