Welcome to all worshipping with us! Jesus’ authority is unmistakable. He is the Prophet foretold, who will speak the word of truth. This holy word of truth in Jesus commands, restrains, and rebukes evil spirits. Divine wisdom and action in Christ trump the knowledge of men. It is He alone who builds up people in everlasting love. We can only boast that Jesus loves us because we are fully known by God. By His authority, our weaknesses are cared for and our sins forgiven. 
Pastor P. Ziebell, Phone 46912276, or 0407583922. Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au
The Living Word Bookstore Phone 46913446. Email: aelcbookshop@westnet.com.au

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	5 February

5 Epiphany
	12 February

6 Epiphany
	19 February

Transfiguration

	8.30am OAK HC PZ

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC PZ


	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA PR, followed by AGM & Bible Study

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB HC CP
	8.30am OAK HC 

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB LR

CP at Minden

3.30pm CWA visit

	Service, 5 February (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 40:21-31;


1 Corinthians 9:16-27;

Mark 1:29-39

	HYMNS: TMBA: 818   16   796   283   241 v.3
                 OAK, AUB, GRN: 525   16   241   (160   163)   450 v.1

	Service, 12 February, (Green)

	READINGS: 2 Kings 5:1-14;


1 Corinthians 10:19-31, 11:1;

Mark 1:40-45

	HYMNS: OAK, TMBA, GRN: 222   47   796   359 v.1  
                 AUB: 222   47   159   431   284   450 v.6


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Wednesday, Feb. 1, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Trinity Oakey. Key Word: “EFFECT /EFFECTIVE.” Item of Interest: Something GOLD. Bring along your copy of A Little Book on Joy. 
After Women’s Guild, there will be a shop committee meeting held at Living Word. 
Congregational AGM dates:

AUB: 5 February, 7.30pm.

TMBA: 12 February after service.

GRN: 12 February, 7.30pm. 

OAK: 19 February after service.

DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC

TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

29 January, 2012

Bulletin for the 4th Sunday after Epiphany 
HYMNS: 440   239   355   332   285   159
INTROIT: Praise the LORD! I shall give thanks to the LORD with all my heart, in the company of upright people and in the congregation.

The works of the LORD are great. They are studied by all who delight in them.

His work is splendid and majestic, and His righteousness endures for ever.

He has caused His miraculous acts to be remembered. The LORD is gracious and compassionate.

He has given food to those who fear Him. He will remember His Covenant for ever.

He has shown His powerful works to His people by giving to them the inheritance of the nations.

The works of His hands are faithful and just. All His Precepts are trustworthy.

They are firm for ever and ever. They have been made in truth and uprightness.

He has sent redemption to His people. He has ordained His Covenant for ever. His name is holy and awesome.

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom. All who observe His Precepts have good understanding. His praise endures for ever.


Psalm 111
COLLECT: Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 Love builds up

Mark 1:21-28 Jesus heals the man possessed by an evil spirit
SERMON: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 Jesus is the Prophet sent by God 
FALSE PROPHETS THEN AND NOW

(Taken from the Lutheran Study Bible)
More than 3,400 years ago, the prophet Moses warned God’s people about the coming of false prophets. He gave the people specific instructions about how to distinguish true prophets from false ones:
•     False prophets would teach people to follow other gods (Dt 13:1–3).
•     False prophets would speak what God had not commanded (Dt 18:20).
•     False prophets would predict things that would not come true (Dt 18:22).
Moses’ counsel about false prophets ends with an important note: “You need not be afraid of [them]” (Dt 18:22). With these words, Moses anticipated the fear tactics so often used by false prophets.
Old Testament Examples
As Moses predicted, false prophets plagued ancient Israel. For example, an evil spirit filled King Saul and aroused murderous envy in him (1Sm 18:10–11). The Lord grew so frustrated with Saul that He refused to answer his questions. Saul turned to a medium at En-dor for spiritual guidance (1Sm 28:4–20).
Later rulers welcomed the prophets of the Canaanite god Baal but persecuted the Lord’s prophets (1Ki 18:16–40). Rather than relying exclusively on fear, later false prophets also began prophesying peace and victory in order to gain the favor of Israel’s leadership (1Ki 22:12; Jer 6:13–15; Ezk 13:1–16). Jeremiah repeatedly described the activities of these false prophets (chs 23; 26–28).
New Testament Examples
Jesus also warned about the coming of false prophets (Mt 7:15–23), especially during two times that were yet to come: the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70 and the end of the world (Mt 24). Since the ascension of Jesus, false teachers seem to have taken over the role of false prophets. The apostle John teaches that the spirits of people should be tested to see whether they come from the Lord (1Jn 4:1–6). The specific test in his day was to ask whether they confessed that “Jesus Christ has come in the flesh,” that is, whether they taught Jesus was truly human or merely a spirit.
In Revelation, John warns of a false prophet who will appear at the end of time and will deceive many with miraculous signs. He will convince people to follow the “beast” (or Antichrist). Whether the false prophet represents an individual or a movement remains to be seen. John concludes by stating that the false prophet and the beast will be cast into the lake of fire (19:20).
Failed Prophecies Today
Until Christ returns, God’s people may anticipate the work of false prophets. The chart below lists individuals and groups whose prophecies about the return of Christ or the end of the world have failed. This is only a small sampling but includes prominent names that you may have heard on the news or seen in your local bookstore.
	Predictor
	Failed Predictions

	William Miller (1782–1849); farmer; founder of Adventist movement
	Miller predicted that Christ would return in 1843; he then proposed Oct 1844. After this date failed, many abandoned Miller, but other followers formed the Seventh-day Adventists.

	John Nelson Darby (1800–82); clergyman; founder of Plymouth Brethren
	Creator of the rapture doctrine and dispensationalism. Darby’s views developed from his struggle with Bible prophecy and the prophetic utterances of Margaret McDonald, a 15-year-old follower of the Scottish preacher Edward Irving. Darby’s views have encouraged numerous failed predictions.

	Joseph Smith (1805–44); founder of the Latter-day Saints (Mormons)
	Smith made numerous false predictions about his generation (e.g., that they would build the New Jerusalem in western Missouri, and that the lost tribes of Israel would be restored). Other Mormon leaders have made similar fruitless predictions.

	Charles Taze Russell (1852–1916); founder of Jehovah’s Witnesses
	Russell predicted that the world would end in the battle of Armageddon in 1914. His followers have proposed numerous other dates.

	Lester Sumrall (1913–96); pentecostal missionary; television preacher
	Authored a book called I Predict 2000 A.D. Taught that Christ would return by the year 2000.

	Jeane Dixon (1918–97); Realtor; Roman Catholic; psychic
	Dixon gained attention when she correctly predicted the assassination of a new president (Kennedy). Most of her predictions have proven false. For example, she predicted that a comet would devastate the earth in the 1980s.

	Hal Lindsey (b. 1929); evangelical speaker and popular author
	Wrote The Late Great Planet Earth. Predicted the rapture would take place in 1981 and the world would end in 1988. Lindsey continues to propose dates.

	Pat Robertson (b. 1930); charismatic; founder of Christian Broadcasting Network; 1988 U.S. presidential candidate
	Taught that Christ would return in 1982.

	Benny Hinn (b. 1953); television preacher
	Predicted Christ would return in 1993.


Abide by God’s Word
Since the days of John Nelson Darby, people have repeatedly tried to predict the end of the world. Every one of these predictions has failed. But the people who publish predictions today continue to receive much attention and, often, financial gain. Do not be fooled and misled by false prophets. Apply Moses’ test of prophets. Apply the apostle John’s test for false teachers. Heed Jesus’ warning that false prophets will stealthily seek to deceive God’s people. Beware of groups that obsess about the “rapture” doctrine or the end of the world.
Before ascending to heaven, Jesus assured us that He would return. He refused to give dates to His disciples (Ac 1:7). He insisted that only the heavenly Father knew when the last things would take place (Mt 24:36). Rather than talking about these issues, Jesus called His disciples to serve as witnesses to the great and gracious salvation He accomplished through His death and resurrection. Christian, this is your focus and mission! Rejoice in Jesus’ promise. Pray for His return. As you are strengthened through His Word and Sacraments, live and bear witness by His grace, confident of your future.









