4th Sunday after the Epiphany, 2012 
                                                                Deuteronomy 18:15-20


JESUS IS THE PROPHET SENT BY GOD

Sermon for the 4th Sunday after Epiphany, 2012 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 

The text for our sermon today is our Old Testament reading from before, Deuteronomy 18:15-20: “The LORD, your God, will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among you, from your fellow-Israelites. You shall listen to Him! 16This is exactly what you asked from the LORD, your God, at Horeb, on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear the voice of the LORD, my God, any more or see this great fire any more, that I may not die!’
17“The LORD told me, ‘What they have said is good. 18I shall raise up for them a Prophet like you, from among their fellow-Israelites. I shall put My Words in His mouth, and He will tell them everything that I command Him. 19I Myself shall call to account any person who does not listen to My Words, which He speaks in My name. 20However, that prophet who acts insolently by speaking anything in My name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, shall die!’

Lord God, heavenly Father, sanctify us through Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen.

Dear friends in Christ,

Sometimes you might have an important message to share with others, so you will look them straight in the eye and say, “Listen to me!” Such was the case when Moses addressed the children of Israel. They had completed their forty years of wandering in the wilderness and were soon to enter the Promised Land. Moses, however, would not lead them into the land, for God had told him that his work was done and he would soon die. Moses was aware of the trials that lay ahead for his people. He was also well aware of their weaknesses and the importance of their being faithful to God. So he pointed them to another Prophet who would come - a special Prophet to whom they were to listen. That prophet was Jesus, who came in fulfilment of all Old Testament prophecies to be our Saviour and Lord. 

Moses says, “The LORD, your God, will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among you, from your fellow-Israelites. You shall listen to Him! 16This is exactly what you asked from the LORD, your God, at Horeb, on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear the voice of the LORD, my God, any more or see this great fire any more, that I may not die!’ 17“The LORD told me, ‘What they have said is good.
We can note two things about this “Prophet” whom God promised to send and to whom Moses tells us to listen. First of all, He is described as being like Moses, that is, one who enjoyed a unique relationship with the Lord similar to that enjoyed by Moses, but, secondly, it is important for us to realise that He is at the same time very different than Moses. How was Jesus like Moses? The similarity can be found in their person and in their office. Moses was a man, the son of Amram and his wife, Jochebed, of the tribe of Levi. Jesus, too, was a man, the son of Mary, of the tribe of Judah. Both were descendants of Abraham. Both were chosen by God to serve as His prophets, or spokesmen. They served as mediators between God and His people - providing God’s people with His word.

Moses reminded the people of the incident that had occurred forty years earlier on Mt. Horeb, another name for Mt. Sinai. The oldest people to whom Moses was speaking had been children then. At that time God had descended upon Mt. Sinai and was prepared to address them. We are told in Exodus 20 that, “the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking” (verse 18) and were so frightened that they had asked Moses to speak to God on their behalf rather than listening themselves. They were so afraid they might die if they were exposed any further to the glory and holiness of God. Moses had subsequently gone up Mt. Sinai to receive God’s Law and had returned to present it to the people.

However, while Moses and Jesus were similar in ways in their person and office, they were also very different. If the Law given to Moses on Mt. Sinai had been a sufficient revelation to God’s people - both to guide their lives in this world and secure for them life in the next, it would not have been necessary to send a second “Prophet.” But the Scriptures teach of us that “by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). The main purpose and intention of God’s law is to show man how utterly incapable he is of keeping God’s commandments perfectly, and so to demonstrate most graphically, he needs a Saviour. Jesus was that Saviour - not just a man like Moses, but the God-Man, Jesus Christ. Moses had a human father, but Jesus’ Father was the LORD God Himself! Jesus alone knew perfectly the heart of God, and He alone has been entrusted to reveal God’s heart - His grace and mercy towards us sinful human beings, through the precious revelation of the gospel. His office, therefore, was not just to serve as ‘a’ spokesman for God - just one of many mediators. No, the Scriptures teach us, “There is one God and one Mediator between God and Man, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all” (1 Timothy 2:5). You see, Jesus did not just speak of someone else, who would come to be the world’s Saviour, as had Moses. Nor did He come to show everyone how they might save themselves. Jesus came to be the world’s Saviour! That is why He could say in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” Jesus is the Prophet sent by God!
Secondly, He is the “Prophet” sent with God’s word! Moses went on to tell the children of Israel, 18I shall raise up for them a Prophet like you, from among their fellow-Israelites. I shall put My Words in His mouth, and He will tell them everything that I command Him. 19I Myself shall call to account any person who does not listen to My Words, which He speaks in My name. 20However, that prophet who acts insolently by speaking anything in My name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, shall die!’
From this we can note three things: first, the words of Jesus were given to Him directly from His heavenly Father. Those words in turn have been translated to us in the Bible, which can be trusted as true and applied to our lives. Second, God will hold each of us personally responsible should we reject Jesus’ words, as we find them in the Bible. Third, God will condemn anyone who alters or adds to Jesus’ words, or who claims to represent other gods.

If you review the life of Jesus in the four Gospels, you find repeatedly that Jesus makes reference to the fact that God the Father sent Him to complete the work of our eternal salvation and gave Him the very words He was to speak. When confronted by the scribes and Pharisees after healing the sick man at the Pool of Bethesda on a Sabbath Day, Jesus defended His actions and authority by saying that His Father had “sent” Him (cf. John 5:37). His Father had testified concerning Him, for instance, at His baptism, when He spoke directly from heaven and claimed Jesus as His Son. Jesus then tells those opposing Him to “search the Scripture,” for they testified concerning His coming and His work (cf. John 5:39). By rejecting Him and His word, the Jews were demonstrating that they were living in unbelief and in reality opposing the very God they claimed to represent. Later, as Jesus spoke to His disciples on Maundy Thursday evening, He told them, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me” (John 14:23-24). Those words from the Father and conveyed to us through Jesus and His apostles make up our New Testament, which together with the books of the Old Testament form our Bibles. Those words are as the apostle Paul testifies - the foundation and cornerstone of our faith life (cf. Ephesians 2:20). We can trust them, for Jesus Himself promises that they will not pass away, but rather remain for our comfort and as a source of strength for us to the end of time!

However, it is a rather common thing in our day, for people to pick and choose what they will believe from God’s Word, or immediately to reject it in its entirety, claiming it is old-fashioned and out of date. What are the consequences of such an attitude and action? God tells us through Moses that He will “call to account any person who does not listen to My Words, which He speaks in My name.” What does that mean? It means that God, having revealed to us the truth through His Son and the words He spoke, will ultimately judge us on the Last Day. Jesus reflects this truth when He says, “If anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him - the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day” (John 12:47-48). Woe to that man or woman who treats God’s word lightly, for they will come to regret it. Rather, let us embrace the words of our Saviour, for as the apostle Peter once testified to Jesus and concerning Him, “You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68).

Moses adds, as it were, a final warning to those who claim to represent God and the “Prophet” He would send, including pastors like me. That prophet who acts insolently by speaking anything in My name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, shall die!’ In other words, “If you are going to claim to represent Me, do so faithfully. Do not add or subtract from My word. Do not alter it to suit your fancy or the base desires of those who might hear you. Do not suggest that there are other gods to whom people should listen and before whom people should bow.” To do so is to invite God’s severe judgment.

Dear friends, we are living in a day when faithfulness to our Saviour God and His Son Jesus Christ is decried as religious bigotry. We are living in a day when all gods are frequently viewed as being the same god. This was not true in Moses day, nor is it in our own. Rather than listening to the spiritual sirens of our day, which would cause our ship to break up on the rocks, let us rather, listen to Jesus! He is, after all, the “Prophet” sent with God’s word! It is that word, which will lead us to understand our sin, but which also reveals our Saviour. It is that word, which will comfort us in distress, and which will give us confidence as we meet the challenges of our daily life. It is that word - the words of our Saviour Jesus, which will sustain us throughout this life and bring us safely to our Saviour’s waiting arms at our life’s end. Amen.

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 


Almighty God, Your ears are always open to the prayers of Your people, and You promise Your saving help in every time of need. Therefore we lift up our hearts to You.


We thank and praise You that You have enabled us to understand Your Word, and for the blessings of faith, love, and trust in You. Most of all, we thank and praise You for the coming of Your Son, and for His deliverance from our sin, from the condemnation of the Law, from our death, from the devil, and from hell. We give You humble thanks for all Your other gifts.


You have bestowed Your Spirit on us through Jesus, Your holy Anointed One. Through Your Spirit give us a deeper knowledge of Your will, and a deeper faith in Your salvation. Continue to renew us by the Spirit also. Give us deeper love for all people. Keep us conscious of Your desire that we should spread the Good News about Jesus. Give us opportunities to tell the good news of the Gospel, and the courage to tell it; and strengthen us by the presence of Jesus, who has promised to be with us always in this task. Make us more aware of people’s needs, that, in meeting them, they may see that we are credible witnesses of Him; and bless what we say.


We pray also for all our families. Bless each home with Your presence and the Spirit of Christ, that children may grow in favour with God and man, and that parents, by love and proper example, may maintain their homes in godliness. Grant that both children and parents may be eager to worship You, and may delight in serving Your Son in their daily lives.

.
Provide and maintain good government for us and for all people; give all in our nation high moral values and responsible citizenship.


Comfort and bless all among us who are afflicted in any way, that they may find release from their burdens and trials, and learn to know Your gracious will, and how to submit to it.


May we all, in the unity of the faith, and in the knowledge of Your Son, continually praise Your name and fulfil Your saving purposes in the world. We ask all these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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