Welcome to all worshipping with us today! The continuity of the Lord’s strength is unmistakable. He alone shores up the psalmist David as shepherd of sheep and prince of Israel. Enemies cannot destroy the Lord’s protective shield over David. So also, the Church is fortified through the preaching of the Gospel and remains the vessel of divine mystery and truth that lasts forever. God’s ultimate strength is revealed through the angel Gabriel who proclaims to a virgin that she will bear the Son of God. 
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COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 25 December

Christmas Day
	Sunday 1 January 2012

New Year’s Day
	Sunday 8 January
1 Epiphany

	8.00am TMBA HC PZ

8.30am OAK HC CP

9.30am AUB HC PZ

10.00am GRN HC CP
	8.30am OAK HC PZ

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC PZ
	8.30am OAK LR
8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB HC CP

	Sunday, 25 December (White)

	READINGS: Isaiah 52:7-10;


Hebrews 1:1-12;


John 1:1-18

	HYMNS: OAK: 33   20   26   292   27 v.4  GRN: 33   20   741   26   292   27 v.4

              TMBA & AUB: 20   746   632   634   629   744

	Sunday, 1 January (White)

	READINGS: Numbers 6:22-27;

Galatians 3:23-29;


Luke 2:21

	HYMNS: TMBA: 553   36   277   293   554 v.6
                OAK, AUB, GRN: 504   36   166   (289   291)   514   


ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tonight, 7.30pm. Carols Evening at Trinity Oakey. 
Children’s Christmas Programs: 

Aubigny, 22 December, 7.30pm

Greenwood, 23 December, 7.30pm

Toowoomba: 24 December, 7.00pm

DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

 4 Advent, 18 December, 2011
HYMNS: 16   2   738   627
INTROIT: Let me sing about the merciful acts of the LORD for ever! With my mouth I shall proclaim Your faithfulness to all generations.

For I have been saying: “Mercy will be built up for ever. You will establish Your faithfulness in the heavens.”

You have said: “I have made a Covenant with My chosen one. I have sworn an oath to My servant David: “I shall establish your Descendant for ever, and I shall build up your throne for all generations.” 

Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O LORD, and also Your faithfulness, in the assembly of the holy ones!

Psalm 89:1-5

COLLECT: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins that weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

READINGS: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever.
Romans 16:25-27 To the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ!
Luke 1:26-38 The angel appears to Mary. 
SERMON: Luke 1:26-38 By faith we endure
M: The virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a Son,

C: and she will call His name ‘Immanuel’ which means, ‘God is with us.’
Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank You that You have sent Your Son Jesus to be with us and to save us. Teach us to live as Your people, and to serve you joyfully. Amen. 

MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD
Some thoughts on Luke 1:26-38

Our Gospel for today, Luke 1:26-38 tells of the great news the angel Gabriel brought to Mary. This young girl, with her virginity still intact, was told that she was now pregnant. As the months went on, and that little Child grew inside her, Mary must have marvelled at the miracle taking place. 

With this miraculous conception in mind, the early church fathers rightly called Mary the “mother of God.” By this term they did not mean to imply that the Almighty Son of God had His beginning when He was conceived in the Virgin Mary, since the Son of God has no beginning; indeed, He has been “Begotten of the Father from eternity.” No, the expression “mother of God” was intended to emphasise the fact that the eternal Son of God, who has no beginning or end, took into His divine person our human nature, becoming our Brother within the womb of Mary so that the Baby she carried within her for nine months was not a sinner as is the rest of humanity, but was and is the holy, sinless Son of God Himself; in this sense she was called the “mother of God.”
This supernatural and miraculous conception of our Saviour has been questioned and denied by many throughout the history of the church and is still being disclaimed by many theologians today. But it is absolutely essential that we maintain this doctrine over against all criticisms to the contrary. For if our Lord Jesus was conceived in a normal way, having both a human mother and a human father, then He could never have served as our great Substitute since the Scriptures declare: “that which is born of flesh is flesh,” (John 3:6). As our Augsburg Confession acknowledges, “All men begotten in the natural way are born with sin,” (Article II, Original Sin). This exempts our Saviour who was born in an unnatural way. 

But the Bible clearly teaches, and we unqualifiedly confess that Mary’s holy Baby was not conceived by a human father, but by the Holy Spirit so that, as the Formula of Concord declares, “Mary conceived and bore not a mere man and no more, but the true Son of God,” (Solid Declaration, VIII). 
Martin Chemnitz, an early Lutheran theologian, descries the comfort we can derive from knowing that Mary conceived and carried God’s own Son in her womb when he writes: “The Son of God loved the human race so much that He united to Himself personally an individual human body in the very moment of conception and made it His own. Thus the Son of God in taking on His own flesh, but without sin, also endured those things which commonly befall mankind in conception, pregnancy, and birth so that He might restore to Himself our depraved nature and so cleanse our contaminated conception, gestation, and birth.” 

What great comfort this should give all of us, that God Himself would come in lowliness and humility, to go the way of the cross for us. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy, (1 Peter 2:10). 
What greater mercy have we received than the coming in the flesh of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! To Him be all glory, praise and honour for evermore! 









