Welcome to all worshipping with us! 
Pastor Ziebell’s telephone number is 46912276, or 0407583922. 

Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au. 

The Living Word Bookstore phone number is 46913446.

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 10 July

4 Pentecost
	Sunday 17 July

5 Pentecost
	Sunday 24 July

6 Pentecost

	8.30am OAK HC CP

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC Confirmation Service
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA HC Bible Study

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB LR

CP at Lowood
	8.30am OAK LR

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN HC CP

10.30am AUB HC Confirmation Service

	Sunday, 10 July (Green) (Red for Greenwood)

	READINGS: Isaiah 55:10-13;


Romans 8:12-17;

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

	HYMNS: OAK, TMBA, AUB: 267   814   216   286   266
                GRN: 301   298   267   299   285   442   

	Sunday, 17 July (Green)

	READINGS: Isaiah 44:6-8:


Romans 8:18-27;

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

	HYMNS: 338   456   200   (368)   407 v.1

	Sunday, 24 July (Green) (Red for Aubigny)

	READINGS: Deuteronomy 7:6-9;

Romans 8:28-39;

Matthew 13:44-52

	HYMNS: AUB: 301   298   299   285   291   386
                OAK, TMBA, GRN: 188   400   854   (334   290)   138, v.5


ANNOUNCEMENTS
This afternoon, 3.30pm. CWA visit.
Wednesday, 6 July, 10.00am. Women’s Guild at Oakey. Opening Devotion: Michelle Hoopert. Key Word: Disobey/Disobedient. Item of Interest: Something yellow. 

The next 3 editions of the Good News magazine is available as you leave today. Please take copies home with you. As always, these are free, paid for out of congregation funds, however, if you would like to donate toward the cost, please see your treasurer. 

DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

3 July, 2011

3rd Sunday after Pentecost
HYMNS: 525   308   335   413   (416)   411 v.1
INTROIT:  I shall exalt You, my God, the King. I shall bless Your name for ever and ever.

Every day I shall bless You, and I shall praise Your name for ever and ever.

Great is the LORD, and to be highly praised! His greatness is unsearchable.

One generation will praise what You have done to the next, and they will proclaim Your mighty deeds.

Let me meditate on the glorious grandeur of Your majesty, and on the wonderful things that You have done!

People will talk about the power of Your awesome deeds, and I shall declare Your greatness.

They will pour forth the fame of Your great goodness, and they will shout for joy about Your righteousness.

The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to become angry and great in mercy.

The LORD is good to all. His compassion is over all that He has made.

All whom You have made will praise You, O LORD. Your devout people will bless You.

They will talk about the glory of Your kingdom and speak about Your power, in order to make known to the descendants of Adam the mighty things that He has done, and the glorious grandeur of His kingdom.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom. Your dominion endures throughout all generations.

The LORD is faithful in all His works, and gracious in all His deeds.

The LORD supports all those who are falling. He raises up all who are bowed down.

Psalm 145:1-14
COLLECT: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, Your mercy attends us all our days. Be our strength and support amid the wearisome changes of this world, and at life’s end grant us Your promised rest and the full joys of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
READINGS: Zechariah 9:9-12 Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion!
Romans 7:14-25a I do not do what I want to do
Matthew 11:25-30 Come to Me, and I will give you rest
SERMON: Romans 7:14-25a I do not do what I want to do
 

481st Anniversary of the Augsburg Confession

June 25th was the 481st anniversary of the presentation of the Augsburg Confession (AC). You may think that is great, but what is the Augsburg Confession? The AC is the first and primary confession of faith put forth by the Lutheran Church in 1530.

Primarily it was written to demonstrate to the powers that be, namely the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, that the Evangelical (Lutheran) movement of Reform was orthodox and faithful in its understanding of the apostolic faith of the church. Essentially charges of heresy had been lobbed at Luther and all of the Reformers since the movement began – the AC was to demonstrate that what the Lutherans believed was absolutely in line with the traditional teachings of the wider church.

The AC was presented in hopes of demonstrating that the Lutherans were good and faithful Christians. It would probably be accurate to say that the Lutherans believed that they were more faithful Christians – but such was the divisive nature of the time. The central tenant of the Lutheran movement was that over the centuries the church had gotten distracted from what was really important. What is really important is Jesus, and the salvation we are offered by Him. However, in the middle ages the church got very much distracted by a message of personal works righteousness. This is the belief that somehow, out of our own works and good deeds we can EARN our way into heaven. 

The worst abuse of this was the selling of indulgences by the church to finance the completion of St. Peter’s basilica. The indulgence was a letter that one could buy, which stated that in buying this letter one’s sins were forgiven. There was no need of repentance, of confession, or of making any type of reparations - you simply bought the indulgence. This was the event that kicked off Luther’s attack on policies of the church and was the broken straw that set in motion the Reformation.

Basically the AC was written to demonstrate that although the Lutherans had some criticism of the church’s practice, they were faithful in their beliefs and that they were hoping to bring about reform for the good of the entire church.

The AC was written as a series of 28 articles, or topics, which address the beliefs of the Lutheran movement. The first 21 address matters of faith: God, Original Sin, The Son of God, Justification by Faith etc. These present a traditional and orthodox view of faith as it would have been understood by the entire church. However articles 22-28 deal specifically with criticisms of the church that the Lutherans were looking to reform and change.

As things will go in difficult times, the oppositions didn’t really listen to the first 21 but really focused on the last 7. What had been intended to be a bridge to hopefully make way for peace and conciliation within the church broke out into more bickering and finger pointing.

But the AC remained the primary confession of faith for the Lutheran church. Along with these 28 articles there is a longer Apology (Explanation) which goes into more detail about the reasons behind the particular beliefs of the church.

Though Charles V, would not recognise the AC he could not do away with the Lutheran movement. He effectually ordered the German princes to recant their beliefs under pain of death. However he was not able to carry out this threat. The German princes stood united in backing the statements of the AC and presented a united political front. Part of what enabled them to do this was that at the time the German provinces had the most money, the most people, and the most soldiers in the Holy Roman Empire. Charles V needed Germany and their support because he was preparing for war with the Ottoman Turks on his eastern border. So even though Charles tried to reject this confession he had no power to enforce his wishes. The German princes said they would not recant their beliefs.

So the AC became the document that defined Lutheranism. From its presentation people who were followers of Luther’s reforms had something to point to which said, this is what we believe. It became a clear statement of Lutheran belief and stands today as a witness to faith in Jesus Christ.













