Welcome to all worshipping with us today! God alone balances Law and Gospel with strict justice and beautiful grace. His hatred for wrong is eclipsed by His everlasting covenant of love. In response to His judgment and righteousness, we rejoice in all circumstances, knowing that God alone is faithful, sanctifying us and keeping us blameless. John, the forerunner of Jesus, never claims to be more than he is – not a prophet, not Elijah, not the Christ, but the one who prepares His way.
Pastor P. Ziebell, Phone 46912276, or 0407583922. Email him at peterz@bordernet.com.au
The Living Word Bookstore Phone 46913446. Email: aelcbookshop@westnet.com.au

Weekly sermons and bulletins are available at www.aelc.org.au
COMING SERVICES 

	Sunday 18 December

4 Advent
	Sunday 25 December

Christmas Day
	Sunday 1 January 2012

New Year’s Day

	8.30am OAK Children’s Christmas Service

8.30am TMBA LR

9.00am GRN LR

9.30am AUB LR

CP at Lowood
	8.00am TMBA HC PZ

8.30am OAK HC CP

9.30am AUB HC PZ

10.00am GRN HC CP
	8.30am OAK HC PZ

8.30am TMBA HC CP

9.30am AUB LR

10.00am GRN HC PZ

	Sunday, 18 December (Violet)

	READINGS: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16;

Romans 16:25-27;




Luke 1:26-38

	HYMNS: TMBA, GRN, AUB: 16  2  738  627

	Sunday, 25 December (White)

	READINGS: Isaiah 52:7-10;


Hebrews 1:1-12;




John 1:1-18

	HYMNS: OAK: 33   20   26   292   27 v.4  GRN: 33   20   741   26   292   27 v.4

              TMBA & AUB: 20   746   632   634   629   744


ANNOUNCEMENTS
This afternoon is our CWA visit. Our visit will begin at 2.00pm, followed by a shared afternoon tea with the residents at 3.00pm. Please bring a plate to share. PLEASE come along if you are able!

Saturday 17 December, 7.30pm. Choir practice at Trinity Oakey.

Sunday, 18 December, 7.30pm. Carols Evening at Trinity Oakey. 
Children’s Christmas Programs: 

Oakey, 18 December, 8.30am

Aubigny, 22 December, 7.30pm

Greenwood, 23 December, 7.30pm

Toowoomba: 24 December, 7.00pm

DARLING DOWNS PARISH OF THE AELC
TRINITY OAKEY, ST PAUL’S GREENWOOD, ST JOHN’S AUBIGNY, 

BETHLEHEM TOOWOOMBA

 3 Advent, December 11, 2011
HYMNS: 12   1   13   6   290   17 v.4
INTROIT: When the LORD brought back the captives of Zion, we were like those who were dreaming.

Then our mouths were filled with laughter and our tongues with shouts of joy. Then people said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.”

The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like watercourses in the Negev!

Those who sow in tears will harvest with shouts of joy.

He who continually goes along weeping, carrying his bag of seed, will certainly come back with shouts of joy, carrying his sheaves.

Psalm 126
COLLECT: Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation: for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen
READINGS: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 The Lord has anointed me to preach good news.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 Be joyful always... Do not put out the Spirit’s fire.
John 1:6-8, 19-28 Make straight the way of the Lord. 
SERMON: John 1:6-8, 19-28 The witness of John the Baptist
M: Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 
C: Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.’ 
M&C: Lord, hear our prayers, and graciously prepare us for Your coming. For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
JESUS AND GAY MARRIAGE
Among the many news headlines this past week, was the news that the ALP passed a motion in their conference to support gay marriage. Perhaps some of you saw the scenes of politicians, and gay and lesbian couples hugging and kissing each other when this motion passed. It was seen as “a great day in the history of our nation.” A bill will be presented in parliament in the new year, seeking to change the Marriage Act. Although this bill will struggle to pass and become legislation, yet it almost seems inevitable that at some stage in the future, we will see same-sex marriages. 

As Christians, then, how do we respond when such discussion takes place on the issue of same-sex marriage? First, people need to be reminded that Australia was founded on Christian values, so therefore God’s Word, the Bible, should be the only authoritative source in our society. When this is pushed aside, then as in the days of the Judges, every man (does) what (is)right in his own eyes, (Judges 17:6). In other words, if the Bible no longer applies, then everyone has his or her own opinion about what to do. Thus is the case today with marriage. The Bible, and what it clearly says on marriage, has been pushed aside, and instead, if two homosexual or lesbian couples love each other, then that is enough. The argument is that they should have the right to marry and be seen a ‘doting couple,’ able to experience all the joys of married life, just like any other married couple in a husband and wife relationship.

But when it comes to marriage, the Bible has plenty to say. Jesus (who created us and therefore owns us and has the authority to determine right and wrong), as the God-man, dealt directly with gay marriage. In Matthew 19:4-6, He said: “Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning “made them male and female,” and said, ‘That is why a man will leave his father and mother and be united with his wife, and the will become one flesh?’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore let no one separate what God has joined together!” Christ quoted directly from the book of Genesis as literal history, to explain the doctrine of marriage as being one man for one woman. Thus marriage cannot be a man and a man, or a woman and a woman. 

    

Because Genesis is real history (as can be confirmed by observational science, incidentally), Jesus dealt quite directly with the gay marriage issue when He explained the doctrine of marriage. 

    

Not only this, but in John 1 we read: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. Everything was made through Him, and not one thing that was made was made without Him.” 

    

Jesus, the Creator, is the Word. The Bible is the written Word. Every word in the Bible is really the Word of the Creator - Jesus Christ. Therefore, in Leviticus 18:22, Jesus deals directly with the homosexual issue, and thus the gay marriage issue when He says: You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination. When the Bible uses the word ‘abomination’ it means an evil act that will bring God’s wrath on those who do them. There are also warnings in the New Testament. For example, Romans 1:26-27 states: “For this reason God gave them up to dishonourable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.” Again, in 1 Timothy 1:9-10, “...understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10 the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine.” Because Jesus in a real sense wrote all of the Bible, whenever Scripture deals with marriage and/or the homosexual issue, Jesus Himself is directly dealing with these issues. 
Even in a secular context, the only answer a Christian should offer is this: The Bible is the Word of our Creator, and Genesis is literal history. Its science and history can be trusted. Therefore, we have an absolute authority that determines marriage. 

God made the first man and woman - the first marriage. Thus, marriage can only be a man and a woman because we are accountable to the One who made marriage in the first place. 

And don’t forget - according to Scripture, one of the primary reasons for marriage is to produce godly offspring. Adam and Eve were told to be fruitful and multiply, but there’s no way a gay marriage can fulfil this command! 

The battle against gay marriage will ultimately be lost (like the battle against abortion) unless the church and the culture return to the absolute authority of God’s Word, beginning in Genesis. Then and only then will there be a true foundation for the correct doctrine of marriage - one man for one woman for life.










